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Forword 


The  history  of  any  given  area  is  a  story  of  people. 
People  who  enter  the  territory,  contribute  to  its 
growth,  and  pass  on,  leaving  a  vast  heritage  of  memor¬ 
ies.  So  then,  is  this,  the  History  of  Linesville,  a  narra¬ 
tive  of  individuals,  and  of  families,  who  came  to  the 
district  and  with  great  love  and  much  hard  work,  have 
left  a  wealth  of  cultural  and  material  background. 

The  editors  of  this  brief  history  realize  that  only 
a  small  part  of  the  total  developmental  growth  has 
been  covered.  To  do  a  complete,  detailed,  history  would 
take  volumes  and  would  need  to  be  a  geneology  of  most 
of  the  local  families.  However,  enough  volumes  were 
read,  old  letters  studied,  pictures  screened,  and  enough 
memories  picked  to  give  a  good  word  picture  of  the 
development  of  our  community. 


o  nee  upon  a  time,  on  the  banks  of  Pymatun- 
ing  and  Konneyeout  Creeks,  wild  Indians  lived 
and  prospered.  The  forests  were  thick,  the  creeks 
fast  and  pure,  and  bogs  of  soggy  swampland  of¬ 
ten  swallowed  an  animal  or  a  person.  The  Indians 
^‘armed  the  soil,  hunted  wild  animals  in  the  for¬ 
ests  and  ate  delicious  fish  caught  in  the  swirling 
water. 

Sounds  like  a  fairy  tale,  you  say?  And  so  it 
does.  A  history  of  people  as  they  grew  and  devel¬ 
oped  must  sound  like  a  fairy  tale  —  for  it  is  a 
.story  of  wonder,  of  courage,  and  unbelievable 
hardship,  of  people  as  they  conquered  nature  to 
bring  forth  a  twentieth  century  community 
where  modern  thinking  is  cemented  in  the  deep 
heritage  of  the  past. 

When  Chief  Canadaughta  and  his  sons,  Fly¬ 
ing  Cloud,  Big  Sun  and  Standing  Stone,  roamed 
the  land  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania,  few 
early  settlers  dared  enter.  Those  who  did,  early 
tales  inform  us,  were  treated  with  kindness  and 
friendship.  There  seems  to  be  no  reliable  source 
of  information  indicating  Indian  occupation  of 
the  immediate  Linesville  area,  but  many  tales 
have  been  handed  down  of  the  Indians  and  tbeir 
early  culture.  Proof  of  their  having  once  keen 
here  can  still  be  found  in  the  form  of  arrow  heads 
and  other  artifacts,  especially  on  the  lake  islands. 
Legend  has  it  that  many  early  settlers  and  their 
families  were  nursed  back  to  health  by  Ind'ans 
who  came  forth  from  the  Pymatuning  Swamp 
with  warm  salt.  The  source  of  the  healing  warm 
salt  has  never  been  located,  though  some  say  it 
is  now  covered  in  one  of  the  deepest  channels  of 
the  lake. 

The  development  of  the  present  Linesville 
area  by  the  white  man  didn’t  really  show  any 
signs  of  growth  until  after  the  local  Indians  had 
been  wiped  out  by  neighboring  tribes  and  the 
armies  of  Mad  Anthony  Wayne  were  victorious 
over  the  early  red-skinned  Americans. 


Chapter  1 


Indian 

Background 


“In  the  beginning  God  Created 
the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and 
the  earth  was  without  form  .  .  .” 


One  hundred  seventy  yeors  after  the  first  white 
man  settled  here,  one  hundred  two  years  since  it 
was  chartered,  Linesville  in  1966  fans  out  from  a 
compact  two-block  business  district.  Marked  by 
shaded  streets,  building  during  every  decode  since 
the  beginning,  it  presents  a  neat,  thriving  appear¬ 
ance. 


one 


A  TOWN  IS  BORN 


Chapter  2 

s  the  Indians  faded  into  the  West  a  new  era 
was  begun.  The  town  formed  out  of  Pine  Town¬ 
ship  and  was  named  Linesville  for  Amos  Line. 
However,  there  is  evidence  that  Mr.  Line  was 
probably  not  the  first  settler.  Even  before  the 
turn  of  the  nineteenth  century  —  in  the  1790s 
or  thereabouts  —  one  Samuel  Glenn  erected  a 
cabin.  Other  names  mentioned  in  the  history  of 
Pine  Township  before  the  1800s  were  Martin 
Cunningham,  William  Burnside,  Robert  Graham, 
Margaret  Robinson.  It  is  known  that  Jabez  Colt 
operated  a  grist  mill  in  1800.  At  this  time,  how¬ 
ever,  Pine  Township  had  not  yet  been  formed.  It 
was  a  tract  of  beautiful  pine  trees  and  was 
formed  from  a  part  o^^  South  Shenango  Township 
in  1846.  The  town  of  Linesville  was  a  natural  de¬ 
velopment  of  a  settlement  in  Pine  Township. 

Many  of  the  early  settlers  were  sent  here 
as  representatives  of  the  eastern  land  companies. 
Rich  in  natural  wealth  —  furs  and  trees  — ; 
navigable  waterways,  and  very  little  Indian 
trouble  made  northwestern  Pennsylvania  ideal 
for  promotors  of  early  American,  Dutch  and  Eng¬ 
lish  land  companies  to  investigate  the  area.  Many 
early  company  representatives  and  surveyors 
entered  new  territories,  became  attached  to  the 
land  and  stayed  on  to  become  leading  citizens. 
Such  was  the  story  of  Amos  Line.  Mr.  Line  was 
a  surveyor  for  the  Population  Land  Company  and 
was  sent  to  our  area  from  Plainfield,  New  Jersey, 
in  1818.  Amos  Line  built  the  town’s  first  saw 
mill  in  1820.  He  laid  out  the  town  and  was  the 
town’s  first  school  teacher.  There  was  a  school 
in  the  northeast  sector  of  Pine  Township  in  1824 
which  was  taught  by  Joseph  Line,  and,  about 
1835,  Amos  Line  began  a  school. 

Joseph  Allen’s  first  frame  house  in  Pine 
Township  was  built  in  1824  and  the  first  frame 
house  in  the  present  borough  was  built  by  Amos 
Line  the  following  year. 

The  early  leaders  of  the  village,  Joseph  Allen 
and  Amos  Line,  were  also  the  first  school  teach¬ 


ers.  The  first  building,  a  one-room  district  school, 
was  erected  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Main 
Street  in  1841. 

It  is  reported  that  Linesville’s  first  tannery 
was  built  in  the  early  1830s  and  was  operated  for 
many  years  by  S.  C.  Stratton. 

Amos  Line’s  daughter,  Rachel,  is  thought  to 
be  the  first  recorded  birth  in  the  area  and  the 
earliest  known  grave  is  that  of  Charles  Master, 
who  died  in  1820  of  injuries  sustained  from  a 
falling  tree. 

The  earliest  congregation  in  the  town  of 
Linesville,  however,  was  the  Methodist  Episcopal. 
Meetings  were  first  held  in  the  school  house  and 
in  1860  the  first  building  was  erected  for  serv¬ 
ices.  Among  the  leading  members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  at  the  time  of  the  first  building  were  a  G. 
Woods,  John  Rea,  and  John  Thayer. 

Early  members  of  the  Baptist  congregation 
were  William  Bunnell,  William  Ward,  and  the 
Bishop  family.  A  branch  of  the  Georgetown  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  was  started  in  about  1840  and  existed 
for  several  years.  In  1851  the  Reverend  Alden 
organized  a  church  with  eighteen  members.  Wil¬ 
liam  Porter,  Israel  Lord,  B.  0.  Irons  and  Steve 
Bunnell  were  early  leaders  of  the  Baptist  congre¬ 
gation. 

The  Roman  Catholic,  Universalist  and  other 
congregations  were  not  organized  until  later 
years.  Churches  soon  developed  of  other  faiths 
and  the  early  settlers  were  for  the  most  part  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  of  very  moral  fibre.  Detailed  church 
histories  can  be  found  in  other  sections  of  this 
book. 

The  site  of  the  present  Pymatuning  Lake 
was  formerly  a  large  swamp.  History  of  the  early 
1800s  would  indicate  that  there  had  been  a  natu¬ 
ral  lake  in  the  same  area,  probably  thousands  of 
years  ago.  Deposits  of  shell  marl  in  the  swamp 
area  are  very  similar  to  that  found  around  Con- 

neaut  Lake.  A  book  written  in  1846,  by  Alfred 
Huidekoper,  “Incidents  in  the  Early  History  of 
CraA\Tord  County,”  has  this  to  say  regarding  the 
Pymatuning  Swamp,  “It  has  every  appearance  of 
having  once  been  a  lake  whose  bed  had  been  grad- 


two  — 


ually  filled  up  with  accumulated  vegetable  mat¬ 
ter,  covered  with  the  cranberry  vine,  with  occa¬ 
sional  clumps  of  alders,  and  islands  of  larch  and 
other  timber,  the  subsoil  is  so  loose  that  a  pole 
can  be  thrust  into  it  from  ten  to  twenty  feet. 
Ditches  that  have  been  cut  through  it  for  the 
purpose  of  draining,  exhibit  fallen  timber  below 
ground,  and  the  dead  stumps  of  trees  still  stand¬ 
ing  in  place,  show,  by  the  divergence  of  their 
roots,  that  the  surface  of  the  soil  is  now  from 
tw'o  to  three  feet  higher  than  it  w'as  w^hen  the 
trees  were  growing,” 

The  soil  of  all  of  the  Linesville  surrounding 
area  was  not,  however,  of  the  same  swampy 
characteristics  as  the  Pine  Township  section  des¬ 
cribed  above.  In  the  northern  end  of  Pine  and 
near  the  Erie  and  Pittsburgh  Railroad  station  at 
liinesville,  great  deposits  of  thin  stone  were  re¬ 
moved  for  well  wmrk.  Rich  loam  land  was  also 
common  in  the  area  for  farming  purposes.  Just 
before  the  turn  of  the  18th  century  potatoes  and 
wheat  were  introduced  to  the  area.  How^ever,  it 
is  generally  believed  that  the  early  settlers  soon 
turned  to  horses,  cattle,  and  some  sheep.  The 
land  was  more  adaptable  to  grazing  than  grain. 


Cabins  Dot 
Landscape  .  .  . 

Cheese  factories  soon  were  a  natural  outgrowTh 
of  the  grazing.  Crawford  County  soon  became  a 
leading  producer  of  cheese.  Several  early  factor¬ 
ies  were  located  in  Conneaut  and  Pine  townships. 
From  1850  to  1862,  cheese  sold  from  five  to  eight 
cents  per  pound. 

Also  during  this  early  period  before  the 
town  of  Linesville  was  officially  incorporated  in 
1862  on  March  22,  many  small  businesses  flour¬ 
ished.  Amos  Line  who  laid  out  the  village  into 


Pine  chinked  with  clay,  were  early  settlsrs’ 

first  homes.  Thk  one,  just  south  of  Conneaut  Center, 
was  used  as  dwelling  until  at  least  1875.  At  that 
time  Mrs.  Anna  Haas  and  son,  Dan  (pictured  here), 
occupied  it^  Photo,  made  by  Union  View  Co., 
Rochester,  N.Y.,  is  property  of  Gail  Corey. 
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Timber  into  Boards,  Grain  into  Flour  Town’s  First  Industrial  Need 


some  seventy-five  lots  in  1825,  operated  a  mill, 
a  small  store,  was  postmaster,  and  was  also  a 
surveyor.  In  the  1885  edition  of  “History  of 
Crawford  County”  on  pag-e  592,  we  find  recorded 
that  Mr.  Line’s  post  office  took  in  a  total  of 
twenty-five  cents  the  first  quarter  of  the  year 
it  operated! 

Mr.  Line  died  at  the  age  of  77  in  1853,  leav¬ 
ing  a  family  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters. 
There  are  still  local  families  in  the  area  v/ho  can 
trace  their  ancestory  to  the  original  Line  family. 

Other  pre-coiqDoration  businessmen  were  the 
blacksmiths,  William  Burnside  and  Jesse  Gilli¬ 
land.  Records  have  been  found  that  William  Rus¬ 
sell  and  Moses  Lord  were  the  first  shoemakers. 
Joseph  Allen,  who  also  built  several  of  the  first 
frame  homes  in  the  area,  was  a  carpenter.  C.  S. 
Stratton’s  tannery  opened  in  1837  and  was  still 
in  operation  in  1885  under  the  managership  of 
Thomas  Limber.  The  barrels  and  casks  of  the 
early  Linesville  merchants  and  farmers  were  re¬ 
paired  by  Samuel  Shattuck.  Mr.  Line’s  son 
Smith,  opened  a  store  in  1839  about  the  t'me 
that  Horatio  Mead  was  opening  the  first  tavern. 

Civic  organizations  soon  form  wherever 
groups  of  people  live.  It  is  a  natural,  human 
trait  to  be  gregarious.  Participation  in  societies 
and  clubs  help  the  community  and  give  the  indi¬ 
vidual  opportunities  to  work  for  common  pur- 


First  taw  mill  wot  built  by  Jab«z  Colt  about  1800 
just  north  of  town,  but  when  Amot  Line  arrived 
in  1818  it  had  been  abandoned  and  wat  overgrown 
with  brush.  Line  erected  a  mill  at  tame  site,  but 
it  burned.  James  Wallace  built  mill  at  tame  site 
in  1837,  put  up  first  tawed-lumber  home  on  Wal¬ 
lace  Ave.,  Ext.  Mill  dam  and  race  north  of  town, 
which  alto  supplied  power  for  Linesville  Milling 
Co.,  went  out  in  storm  about  1906,  ending  Wallace 
operation.  Picture  (above)  i«  of  Wallace  Mill  in 
late  19th  century. 


poses.  Among  the  early  leaders  in  the  days  before 
the  town  was  formally  organized  were  Ansel  Den¬ 
nison,  Moses  Bishop,  Alvin  Manter,  O.  Wade,  and 
J.  Halcomb,  who  were  charter  members  of  the 
Linesville  Lodge  Number  395,  I.O.O.F.,  which 
was  chartered  on  January  22,  1841. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  an  attempt  was 
made  to  form  a  town  by  Jabez  Colt  as  early  as 
1800.  He  attempted  to  have  the  county  seat  in 
the  extreme  western  end  of  the  county.  He  built 
six  log  cabins,  a  grist  mill  about  a  half  mile 
away,  and  called  his  town  Colt’s  New  Station.  The 
village  was  left  deserted  after  a  few  years. 

All  of  this  —  with  the  passing  of  time,  the 
pioneer  spirit  of  the  early  settlers,  and  the  need 
for  organization  —  brings  our  story  to  1862,  the 
year  of  Linesville’s  incorporation.  A- town  is  born. 


—  four  — 


Early  Organization,  Development 


Ti  Chapter  3 

he  state  legislature  passed  an  act  on  March 
22,  1862,  incorporating  the  Borough  of  Linesville. 
The  same  act  required  certain  taxes  be  paid  and 
directed  that  an  election  be  held  in  April.  This 
act  died  a  natural  death  because  the  required 
state  enrollment  tax  was  not  paid  in  time.  Two 
years  later,  March  30,  1864,  another  empowering 
act  was  passed  and  the  first  election  was  held. 
R.  P.  Miller  was  elected  Burgess  and  the  town 
government  was  organized. 

The  1870s  were  years  of  trial  and  error  and 
early  development.  “The  Linesville  Police  Com¬ 
pany”  was  started  by  an  act  of  the  State  Legis¬ 
lature  on  April  1,  1873.  Among  the  early  mem¬ 
ber  who  are  named  in  the  charter  were  Messrs. 
L.  D.  Shattuck,  R.  P.  Miller,  John  Gaugh,  J.  B. 
Hillman.  M.  V.  Walsh,  J.  H.  Garner,  C  C.  Minne- 
ley,  and  G.  T.  Rankin. 

Pine  Lodge,  No.  498  F.  and  A.  M.  was 
formed  December  22,  1871.  The  charter  date  is 
September  6,  1871,  and  the  first  official  meeting 
was  held  on  January  2,  1872  by  the  officers,  G.  T. 
Rankin,  C.  C.  Minneley,  and  J.  A.  Crockett. 

Linesville  Grange  No.  694,  P.  and  H.,  had 
thirty-nine  members,  organized  on  April  6,  1876 
and  the  Relief  Lodge,  No.  99,  A.O.UW.  was 
granted  a  charter  on  June  29,  1876.  Charter  mem¬ 
bers  were  John  S.  Kean,  George  Rankin,  James 
Hillman,  Henry  Wiser,  J.  L.  Bishop,  Steve  Foust, 
and  William  Thompson. 

Two  years  later  the  charter  was  granted  to 
the  Olive  Branch  Council,  No.  18,  R.  T.  of  T.  with 
twenty-four  charter  members.  J.  B.  Brooks,  Wil¬ 
liam  E.  Seelye,  H.  B.  Rice,  Eliza  Rice,  Lucy  Wil¬ 
son,  Thomas  Limber,  Mary  Burwell,  A.  D. 
Brooks,  Tillie  Brown,  William  Swift,  and  N.  A. 
Wilson  were  among  the  early  leaders. 


In  1881,  two  additional  groups  organized 
Linesville  Council,  No.  580,  Royal  Arcanum,  with 
twenty-three  members  and  in  December  the 
Linesville  Union  E.A.U.  with  sixty  members  met 
every  other  Tuesday. 

Every  civilization  known  to  man,  in  every 
part  of  the  universe,  was  guided  by  religion.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  early  development  of  the  Linesville  area 
religion  played  a  major  part  in  the  lives  of  every¬ 
one.  The  first  organized  church  service  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  a  Mr.  McMullen  in  1818.  Old  cemeter¬ 
ies  at  Frey’s  Corners,  Harmonsburg  Road,  and  in 
Linesville  tell  many  stories  of  the  early  families. 
The  Rev.  Mr.  McMullen  was  a  Baptist  and  the 
Baptist  families  numbering  just  eighteen  indi¬ 
viduals  formed  the  first  organized  church  in  1851 
under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  E.  M.  Alden.  A  build¬ 
ing  for  this  first  congregation  was  erected  just 
one  year  later  at  a  cost  of  just  $2,500.  Amos  Line 
was  a  Quaker  and  a  member  of  a  congregation 
which  met  in  Conneaut  Township. 

By  1885,  “The  History  of  Crawford  County” 
listed  the  mercantile  business  of  the  town  of 
Linesville  as,  “three  dry  goods  stores,  three  gro¬ 
ceries,  two  hardware  stores,  two  furniture  stores, 
two  clothing  stores,  two  drug  stores,  one  jewelry 
store  and  two  millinery  stores.  There  were  also 
three  good  hotels,  a  meat  market,  a  bakery,  a  liv¬ 
ery  stable,  one  marble  works,  a  photography  gal¬ 
lery,  two  harness  shops,  several  shoe  and  black¬ 
smith  shops,  a  wagon  shop,  tannery,  flour  and 
saw  and  planing  mill.  There  were  four  physicians, 
two  lawyers,  and  a  dentist  also  in  the  village.” 

As  the  post  Civil  War  years  passed,  the  re¬ 
construction  years  progressed,  the  village  of 
Linesville  grew  and  entered  another  era  in  its 
history.  The  new  century  brings  a  period  of 
change  to  the  eyes,  but  the  same  friendly,  clean 
atmosphere  remains. 


AMOS  LINE’S  ORIGINAL  MAP  FORESAW  ERIE  STREET  AS  TRUNK  LINE 

—  five  — 


Early  Map  Makers  Sensed 

By  ROBERT  L.  WALKER 
inesville,  in  the  main  was  not  planned,  but 
like  Topsy  it  just  grew.  Amos  Line  arrived  in 
1818  and  soon  afterward  laid  out  his  town.  He 
had  acquired  Tract  No,  741  of  the  Holland  Land 
Company  and  the  south  line  of  this  tract  corres¬ 
ponds  with  Erie  Street.  Obviously  then  he  in¬ 
itially  only  owned  the  north  side  of  what  later 
became  the  borough.  While  he  may  have  laid 
out  his  plan  of  lots  at  an  earlier  date,  the  earliest 
date  on  any  of  the  recorded  plans  is  Christmas 
Day,  December  25,  1837.  This  date  appears  on 
two  of  the  copies  of  the  plan  that  are  recorded. 

One  can  easily  conjure  up  a  mental  image  of 
the  proprietor,  on  one  of  the  few  holidays  known 
to  the  hard-working  early  pioneers,  preparing 
the  plot  of  his  town  by  candlelight  on  a  dark 
December  Day. 

Three  different  copies  of  Line’s  plan  of  lots 
were  recorded  with  only  minor  variations  over  a 
period  of  nearly  20  years. 

The  first,  bearing  no  date  and  no  acknowledg¬ 
ment  was  recorded  February  2,  1838  in  Deed  Book 
S  at  page  219,  The  second  recording  is  somewhat 
unusual.  Basically  the  same  plan  was  apparent¬ 
ly  attached  to  an  assignment  from  Joseph  Allen 
to  Joseph  Boyd  of  “the  right  of  way  for  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  water  from  the  mill  built  or  to  be 
built  on  the  lot  or  parcel  of  ground  now  in  pos¬ 
session  occupancy  of  Ames  (sic.)  Line  down  and 
along  the  tail  race  of  the  said  Lines  to  its  inter¬ 
section  with  the  channel  of  Their  Mill  Run.”  This 
assignment  is  dated  April  29,  1837  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  Joseph  Allen  May  1,  1937.  The  town 
plot,  apparently  written  on  the  same  piece  of 


Soil  is  soft  and  damp,  and  area  was  covered  by 
species  of  soft  pine  with  shallow  root  system. 
Settlers  cleared  land,  using  timber  for  cabins  and 
roots  for  fences.  Ruins  of  fences  like  these  con 
still  be  found  in  area. 


Direction  of  Growth 

paper,  is  ackowledged  by  Boyd  on  August  25, 
1838  and  the  whole  thing  recorded  July  18,  1839. 
It  is  probable  that  for  some  reason  Lines’  orig¬ 
inal  plan  was  copied  on  the  assignment  and  when 
the  assignee  wished  to  record  his  assignment  he 
was  forced  to  incidentally  record  the  plot. 

The  third  Line  plat  is  the  most  elaborate.  The 
plan  is  basically  the  same,  but  the  streets  are 
painted  with  water  colors.  Many  of  the  lots  con¬ 
tain  the  names  of  the  owners  and  most  of  what 
was  really  the  Allen  Plan  is  shown  in  addition  to 
Line’s  original  plan.  This  copy  was  recorded  in 
1856  and  is  acknowledged  not  by  Amos  Line,  but 
by  Smith  Line  and  Joseph  Line  as  a  “true  draft 
of  said  village  as  originally  laid  out  by  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  said  village.” 

In  the  meantime  Joseph  Allen,  in  1842,  recorded 
what  is  labeled  “Joseph  Allen’s  Plot  of  part  of 
Linesville  as  far  as  his  land  extended.”  This  plan 
had  been  prepared  at  an  earlier  date.  It  shows 
800  lots  plus  three  un-numbered  lots  of  varying 
sizes  extending  from  50  feet  east  of  Pymatuning 
Street  to  140  feet  west  of  Mercer  Street  along 
the  south  side  of  Erie  Street.  The  north  side  of 
Erie  Street  is  simply  labeled  “Company’s  part  of 
Linesville.”  South  Pymatuning  Street  is  desig¬ 
nated  “Pine  Alley.” 

It  has  been  popularly  supposed  that  Line  and 
Allen  were  in  some  way  competitors  in  each  at¬ 
tempting  to  establish  a  town  and  that  Line  in¬ 
tended  his  town  to  surround  the  public  square. 
The  evidence  would  seem  to  rebut  this.  Line  re¬ 
served  for  himself  11  lots  encompassing  the  land 
from  Pymatuning  Street  to  a  point  200  feet  west 
of  Mercer  Street  on  the  north  side  of  Erie  Street 
and  facing  lots  on  the  south  side  of  the  street 
labeled  “Allen’s  Lots.”  It  is  logical  that  the  pro¬ 
prietor  would  have  reserved  the  most  valuable 
lots,  those  likely  to  be  the  business  district.  His 
foresightedness  is  apparent.  Had  he  expected 
development  to  radiate  from  the  public  square 
he  would  have  retained  those  lots. 

No  further  mapping  activity  is  apparent  until 
the  preparation  of  the  1866  map  following  the 
incorporation  of  the  borough.  This  shows  the 
major  streets  of  the  borough  as  they  now  exist. 
Notably  missing  are  South  Church,  Jefferson, 
Franklin,  Bunday  and  Beach  streets  and  Strat¬ 
ton  Avenue.  This  map  was  recorded  in  1866  in 
Agreement  Book  B  at  page  167  and,  as  recorded, 
is  barely  legible. 

Only  in  recent  years  has  any  genuine  effort 
been  made  to  map  and  plan  the  mile  square  bor¬ 
ough  that  grew  from  Amos  Line  and  Joseph 
Allen’s  few  acres  of  neatly  platted  village. 
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New  Century  Brings  Changes 


Chapter  4 

s  the  new  century  dawned,  our  community 
was  a  well  established,  thriving  village.  The  rail¬ 
roads  were  operating  many  regular  runs  to  and 
from  the  station  located  on  South  Pymatuning 
Street.  J.  Ell  Van  Sicklin  was  doing  a  thriving 
carriage  and  baggage  business. 

During  the  first  decade  of  the  present  cen¬ 
tury  a  continuous  battle  was  carried  on  by  the 
townspeople  to  keep  a  liquor  license  from  being 
issued  in  the  town.  Each  year  the  court  was  pe¬ 
titioned  by  at  least  one  hotel  owner,  but  each 
time  was  defeated  by  organized  groups  who  pre¬ 
sented  remonstrances  against  the  action.  Prohi¬ 
bition  was  a  lively  issue  and  almost  every  edition 
of  the  Linesville  Herald  contained  articles  about 
the  evil  of  drink.  Local  ministers  led  the  drive 
and  many  local  citizens  followed  their  leadership. 
Prohibitionist  candidate  for  president  of  the 
United  States,  Eugene  Chafin,  stopped  in  Lines¬ 
ville  and  spoke  at  the  M.E.  Church  in  1904.  The 
other  major  news  item  during  th’s  period  of  his¬ 
tory  was  the  losses  from  fire.  The  bucket  brigade 
and  hose  company  were  well  organized  and  were 
kept  busy.  Several  large  and  dangerous  fires  re¬ 
sulted  from  farmers  burning  off  their  fields.  Dry 
periods  and  heavy  winds  sometimes  caused  these 
field  fires  to  get  out  of  hand.  Several  large  fires 


also  wiped  out  sections  of  the  business  district. 
After  the  big  fire  of  1890  many  buildings  were 
rebuilt  with  special  fire  precautions  kept  in  mind. 
However,  fires  starting  in  the  mills  ai'.d  barns 
still  occurred.  In  1901  a  devastating  fire  started 
at  the  Bunday  and  Robinson  Mill.  Four  other 
business  establishments,  including  the  fire  hall 
were  virtually  destroyed.  Eight  years  later,  Sep¬ 
tember  1909,  fire  again  swept  through  the  busi¬ 
ness  district  leaving  the  worst  destruction  in  the 
history  of  the  town.  Many  local  stores  were 
burned  to  the  ground  or  gutted.  Among  the  worst 
hit  were  E.S.  Monnin’s  Hardware  and  Barn  Stor¬ 
age,  G.  T.  Rankin  Drug  Store,  and  the  Line  and 
Shattuck  grocery. 

From  the  time  of  the  early  settlers  to  the 
present  the  town  has  taken  crises  in  stride  and 
readily  went  to  work  rebuilding  a  bigger  and  bet¬ 
ter  business  district. 

The  weather  has  always  played  an  important 
role  in  the  history  of  this  community.  Today  the 
sun  is  essential  to  our  well  being,  for  we  are  fast 
becoming  a  first  class  resort  center.  In  the  early 
1900s  when  agriculture  and  the  railroads  were 

Street  Fair  of  1905  was  with  horses  over  dusty 
roads,  passing  before  the  new  Town  Hall  with 
landmarks  like  Arlington  Hotel,  Stratton  Block  for 
backdrop. 
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Linesville 

Rises  Out  of  Dust . . . 

of  prime  importance  the  weather  was  an  essen¬ 
tial  to  the  town’s  well  being.  Early  cold  weather 
and  violent  storms  were  a  constant  threat  to  the 
great  onion  and  potato  fields.  In  July  1903  over 
half  of  the  C.  Frank  Bullis  onion  crop,  south  ol" 
town,  was  destroyed  by  a  sudden  wind,  rain  and 
hail  storm.  The  first  snow  storm  in  1905  hit  the 
town  with  great  surprise  and  force  on  October 
12!  In  February  1901  all  train  and  mail  service 
was  stopped  by  a  blizzard.  Cold  v  eather  was  not 
uncommon.  On  January  19,  1909  it  was  recorded 
to  be  twenty  below  zero !  Longer  summers,  milder 
winters  and  more  modern,  well  kept  machinery 
make  the  fear  of  winter  less  apparent. 

Another  scourge  to  the  early  years  of  our 
fair  city  was  illness  —  influenza,  la  grippe,  epi¬ 
lepsy,  paralysis,  cancer,  etc.  Most  of  our  modern 
preventives  for  contagious  diseases  had  not  been 
discovered.  Several  times  in  the  early  1900s  a 
large  percentage  of  the  town  was  quarantined. 


There  was  no  shortage  of  doctors,  medical  or 
dental,  and  they  were  ready  and  willing  to  do 
everything  in  their  power  day  or  night.  Dr.  J.  N. 

Walker,  father  of  Dr.  Herman  and  grandfather 
of  Robert  L.  Walker,  was  kept  busy,  and  was  one 

of  the  town’s  leading  citizens.  Dr.  Ella  J.  Collins 
and  her  husband  conducted  a  clinic.  People  came 
to  town  to  take  advantage  of  their  special  elec¬ 
tric  treatments  and  special  diets.  Dr.  H.  C. 
Sturdevant  took  care  of  the  area’s  teeth  and  ad¬ 
vertised  “painless”  pulling!  Several  pharmacies 
came  and  went.  In  the  early  1900s  Stratton’s 
Pharmacy  sold  patent  medicine  along  with  many 
other  items.  We  often  hear  remarks  about  our 
present  day  drug  stores  being  department  stores, 
but  a  look  at  the  early  newspaper  ads  shows  that 
these  early  pharmacies  sold  everything  from  coal 
oil  to  groceries. 

Dr.  C.  M.  Sigler  opened  an  osteopathic  office 
in  April  1902. 

Erie  Street  came  out  of  mud  in  1907;  other  brick 
pavements  followed.  Monnin  Hardware,  at  left, 
burned  soon  after. 
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Monnin  Hardware  Third  Sensational  Fire  within  Two  Decades 


Every  town’s  economic  temperature  is  mea¬ 
sured  by  its  industry  and  business  establish¬ 
ments.  As  the  town  developed  in  the  age  of  Mc¬ 
Kinley  and  Teddy  Roosevelt,  the  railroads  were 
growing  fast  and  Linesville  was  a  main  stop.  The 
hotels  were  booming  with  railroad  men  and  trav¬ 
eling  salesmen.  The  Linesville  Bank,  which  had 
organized  in  1879  was  thriving.  Most  of  the  orig¬ 
inal  founders  of  the  bank  still  served  it.  The 
early  officers  were  S.  H.  Wilson,  president ;  C.  S. 
Campbell,  vice  president;  D.  L.  Bunnell,  cashier; 
and  E.  H.  Collins,  assistant  cashier.  Among  the 
first  directors  were  S.  H.  Wilson,  J.  C.  Sturde- 
vant,  Adam  Steftee,  C.  S.  Campbell,  W.  J.  Davis, 
E.  H.  Collins,  and  George  C.  Campbell. 

In  January  1901,  Ralph  Van  Winkle  and 
Amos  Garwood  opened  a  grocery  and  meat  mar¬ 
ket  in  the  Lisk  Block  next  to  the  bank.  Many 
other  stores  existed  as  the  first  decade  of  the 
twentieth  century  bloomed.  The  New  York,  Store, 
G.  T.  Rankin  and  Son,  Palmer  and  Beach,  The 
Buffalo  Store,  and  Martin  Brothers  were  among 
the  largest.  C.  P.  Paden  was  the  shoemaker, 
W.  G.  Hayes,  the  town  jeweler,  E.  R.  McCune  ad¬ 
vertised  for  paper  hanging  jobs,  H.  S.  Lowing 
was  a  piano  tuner.  Many  homes  and  business 
establishments  were  insured  by  the  J.  D.  Bow¬ 
man  Agency.  Of  course  the  grain  mills  were  vital 
to  the  community.  In  1903  B.  E.  Palmer  opened 
a  dealership  in  flour,  grain  and  feed  and  was  lo¬ 
cated  near  the  E.  &  P.  Railroad  depot. 


Milk  delivery  was  an  early  door-to-door  serv¬ 
ice.  A  Mr.  Harris  discontinued  this  service  in 
September  1903  after  almost  twenty  years,  and 
W.  L.  Woodard  started  a  route  the  following 
month.  Milk  sold  for  five  cents  a  quart. 

The  later-to-be-famous  Guy  Greene  was  in 
the  store  business  with  P.  P.  Tisch,  but  the  part¬ 
nership  was  dissolved  in  1903. 

A  large  addition  was  erected  to  the  A.  B. 
Griffing  &  Son  Cold  Storage  Plant  in  1904.  The 
Griffing  business  was  a  leading  industry  for 
many,  many  years. 

The  year  1904  saw  other  changes.  E.  G. 
Salisbury  opened  an  agency  for  the  sale  of  pianos 
and  organs.  The  Linesville  Coal,  Lime,  and  Ce¬ 
ment  Company  was  formed  by  F.  E.  Bunday, 
C.  G.  Gehr,  and  J.  H.  Grandy. 

Early  in  the  1900s  the  Buffalo  Store  was 
sold  to  Shattuck  &  Phillips.  At  the  same  time  the 
Bell  Telephone  was  negotiating  with  the  Lines¬ 
ville  Telephone  Company  for  improv^ed  service. 

Monnin’s  Hardware  fire,  September,  1909,  which 
also  leveled  G.  T.  Rankin  and  Line  &  Shattuck  stores, 
left  100-foot  gapping  hole  (photo  below).  It 
rivaled  in  sensation  the  devastation  in  April  1890, 
when  south  side  of  Erie  Street  was  burned  from 
bank  to  lOOF  building,  and  the  Bunday  &  Rob¬ 
inson  Mill  fire  of  1901.  Early  downtown  Linesville 
was  virtually  wiped  out  over  two  decades,  but 
was  not  to  experience  another  conflagration  such 
as  these  until  February  1948,  when  Johnson  Tool 
Company  burned. 
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The  other  communication  service,  of  course,  was 
the  mail.  A  Post  Office  was  operated  unofficially 
for  many  years,  but  the  first  officially,  federal- 
appointed  postmaster  was  W.  E.  Brown.  Lines- 
ville  Rural  Delivery  was  established  on  March  1, 
1902.  Regular  carriers  were  Thomas  Limber,  Jay 
Graham,  and  Samuel  Miller.  J.  A.  Van  Sicklin 
was  named  as  substitute.  Stamps  to  mail  letters 
to  people  in  town  were  one  cent;  rural  route,  two 
cents.  The  new  rural  routes  led  to  the  closing 
of  the  Penn  Line  Post  Oflice  in  1903. 

Cheese  and  creamery  products  also  played 
an  important  role  at  this  time.  J.  W.  Rice  oper¬ 
ated  a  large  establishment  in  Harmonsburg  and 
another  in  Linesville.  The  Linesville  plant  was 
managed  for  a  time  by  L.  Z.  North,  reputed  to 
be  the  best  creamery  man  in  the  state.  Both 
establishments  were  considered  to  be  top-rate 
producers  of  very  fine  cheese.  The  State  Dairy¬ 
man’s  Association  and  the  State  Grange  inspect¬ 
ed  Rice’s  Harmonsburg  creamery  and  pronounced 
it  the  finest  in  the  state  ini  1902. 

As  was  previously  mentioned,  the  hotel  busi¬ 
ness  flourished  during  that  period.  In  1902  Mr. 
Van  Sicklin  started  plans  to  build  what  later  be¬ 
came  the  Traveler’s  Hotel.  This  was  the  site  of 
an  old  red  grist  mill.  The  main  part  of  the  build¬ 
ing  was  once  a  Methodist  Church. 

Another  important  business  event  was  the 
forming  of  the  Linesville  Milling  Company  by 
F.  J.  Shattuck,  J.  H.  Grandey,  W.  H.  Cram,  and 
A.  J.  Martin.  B.  E.  Eesley  directed  the  business 
in  the  new  four-story  building.  Brand  name 
flour  such  as  “Lilly  White,”  “Straight,”  “Family 
Queen”  and  “Old  Homestead”  were  featured. 

Agriculture  was  the  main  business  outside 
of  the  town.  Movements  were  being  started  to 
make  better  use  of  the  wet  lands  south  of  town. 
A  public  meeting  was  held  in  1904  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  getting  action  started  for  the  drainage 


of  the  Pymatuning  Swamp.  Petitions  and  letters 
were  sent  to  the  State  General  Assembly  several 
times.  L.  0.  McLane,  State  Representative  from 
Linesville,  introduced  a  bill  in  the  early  1900s, 
but  it  was  years  before  any  real  action  was  taken. 

Amos  Line  and  others  started  the  area’s 
first  schools.  They  were  short  term  and  very  aca¬ 
demic.  Few  local  residents  completed  the  entire 
curriculum.  Duties  on  the  farm  and  economic- 
needs  caused  most  scholars  to  be  absent  often 
and  study  a  minimum.  However,  the  early  teach¬ 
ers  were  strict  and  what  was  taught  was  taught 
well.  Many  one  room  schools  were  opened 
throughout  the  district.  Graduates  of  these  orig¬ 
inal  schools  were  proud  of  their  educational  heri¬ 
tage.  In  1889,  the  first  annual  Alumni  Banquet 
was  held.  In  1902,  the  school  tax  was  set  at 
twelve  mills  with  an  additional  one  dollar  per 
capita  tax.  In  Conneaut  Township  in  1872,  there 
were  sixteen  schools,  thirty-two  teachers,  five 
hundred  sixty  students  and  a  budget  of  $2,212.2  3. 
In  1901  a  summer  school  was  advertised  in  Lines¬ 
ville  for  make-up  work.  Many  students  came  to 
town  from  outside  the  town  and  boarded  during 
the  school  term.  In  1901  an  addition  to  the  high 
school  was  needed.  Three  rooms  were  added  at 
the  cost  of  $4,500  plus  heating  and  sanitation. 
The  principal  at  this  time  was  W.  D.  Wight. 
Teachers  were  R.  Bowman,  Phoebe  Irons,  and 
Miss  Edith  Brown.  Thomas  Limber  was  board 
president.  Among  the  subjects  taught  in  the 
first  decade  of  1900  were  rhetoric,  arithmetic, 
Latin,  algebra,  physical  geography,  literature, 
physics,  Caesar,  geology,  astronomy,  pedagogy, 
and  zoology.  The  Alumni  Association  reorganized 
in  March  1901  and  Fred  Line  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent.  Mrs.  Sigler  was  vice  president;  Edith 
Brown,  corresponding  secretary;  Ivy  Cunning¬ 
ham,  recording  secretary,  and  Curtis  Griffing 
was  elected  treasurer.  The  area  School  Institute 
was  held  in  Westford  in  1901  and  Linesville’s 
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principal,  Professor  Wright,  was  the  main  speak¬ 
er.  The  school  provided  much  of  the  public  enter¬ 
tainment  during  these  early  years.  An  example 
of  this  was  the  Junior  Class  Entertainment  of 
April,  1907.  The  title  was  “The  Deacon’s  Trib¬ 
ulations”  starring  Guy  Thomas,  Warren  Arnold, 
Glenn  Phillips,  Fletcher  Ford,  Ernst  Chapman, 
Carl  Turner,  Ruth  Garwood,  Susie  Bowen,  Hazel 
Lowing  and  Fay  Smith. 

Other  items  of  interest  are  examples  of  the 
life  of  the  times:  J.  H.  Wallace  and  Martin  Jack- 
son  attended  the  1900  inauguration  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  ...  In  1901  C.  A.  Cooper  led  a  subscrip¬ 
tion  drive  to  get  money  to  purchase  a  wagon 
with  buckets,  hose,  and  ladders  .  .  .  The  Buffalo 
Store  was  sold  to  Shattuck  &  Phillips  ...  A  de¬ 
bate  was  held  in  the  local  school,  January  14, 
1902 :  Resolved  —  Dogs  are  nicer  pets  than  cats. 
Affirmative,  Herman  Walker  and  Wayne  Davis; 
negative,  Donna  Henrick  and  Laura  Dennis  .  .  . 
Children’s  Home  Society  of  Pennsylvania  formed 
a  chapter  in  Linesville  in  1902  .  .  .  L.  0.  McLane 
and  L.  D.  Brown  announced  their  intention  to 
run  for  State  Assembly  .  .  .  The  town’s  oldest 
resident  in  1902  was  Morgan  Fenner  who  died  on 
September  9  in  his  ninetieth  year.  He  resided  with 
his  daughter,  Mrs,  H.  A.  Penfield.  He  came  to 
the  area  from  New  York  in  1849  .  .  .  Palmer  <fc 
Beach  partnership  dissolved  in  1903  .  .  .  F.  J. 

Sanderson  was  a  local  dentist  .  .  .  W.  D.  Brown 
and  son  opened  a  new  restaurant  next  door  to 
the  Arlington  Hotel  ...  In  1903  the  National  Silo 
and  Lumber  Company,  Ltd.,  opened  a  new  manu¬ 
facturing  business.  They  purchased  the  mill  and 
lot  of  G.  C.  Wallace.  President  of  the  new  com¬ 
pany  was  C.  N,  Crosby,  R.  F.  Van  Winkle,  Trea¬ 
surer,  and  Superintendent  was  Alfred  Gehr  .  .  . 

Travelers  Hotel  opened  in  1903  by  Mr.  Van  Sick- 

East  Cluster  of  Rooftops 


lin  .  .  .  Dr.  M.  C.  Carpenter  came  to  town  in  1906 

and  opened  an  office  in  the  Sheakley  Building 
.  .  .  Obituary  of  a  gentleman  from  a  nearby  town, 
“Deceased  had  a  pension  of  $30  and  used  most 
of  it  for  intoxicating  liquor”!  ,  .  ,  New  borough 
ordinance  “Automobiles  must  stop  when  signaled 
to  do  so  by  the  driver  of  any  horse  or  other  ani¬ 
mal  until  animal  has  passed”  .  .  .  Fred  Shattuck 
appointed  to  position  of  Sargent-at-Arms  at  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  Harrisburg  ,  .  .  1907, 
haircuts  increased  to  twenty  five  cents  ,  .  .  R.  E, 
Gehr  Store  closed  .  .  .  International  Silo  Company 
opened  a  planing  and  saw  mill  on  Conneaut  Street 

.  .  .  First  Linesville  Fair,  October  22,  23,  24,  1908 
.  ,  .  Dr.  N,  S.  Swift  opens  osteopath  office  .  .  . 

Bunday  Water  Company  builds  new  reservoir  .  .  , 
Linesville  M.  E,  Church  installs  a  Carnegie  Pipe 
Organ,  June,  1908,  Organ  recital  given  by  Mrs. 
Flavia  Davis  Porter.  Reverend  G.  B.  Carr  was 
the  pastor  .  .  .  William  Harris  Machine  Shop 
specialized  in  automobile,  steam,  and  gasoline 
engine  repair  .  .  .  1909,  missionaries  in  Korea 
were  former  Linesville  residents.  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  A.  Rhodes  .  ,  .  H.  E.  Mullen  was  local  area 
veternarian. 

A  good  summary  of  the  town  is  the  follow¬ 
ing  quote  from  J.  B.  Borland,  editor  of  the  Frank¬ 
lin  News,  “Linesville,  the  Zenith  City  of  the 
Onion  Belt,  home  of  the  Potato,  and  the  country 
of  the  Rabbit,  the  Pumpkin  Pie,  and  Golden  But¬ 
ter,  has  had  a  Street  Fair  and  something  like  ten 
thousand  people  attended.  Over  the  improved 
roads  through  the  wilds  of  Pymatuning  Swamp, 
by  trolley  from  the  County  Seat  and  border 
towns  along  the  Ohio  line,  they  came,  saw,  and 
were  satisfied.” 

On  a  January  day  in  1889,  C.  L.  Hayes,  youthful 
photographer,  climbed  into  the  belfrey  of  the  old 
school  and  spun  his  panoramic  camera  east  and 
west,  and  got  this  historic  shot. 
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191 0-20:  Boom,  Thoughtfulness,  W  ar 


Chapter  5 

T 

JLhe  second  decade  of  the  20th  Century  came 
in  like  a  lion,  slowed  in  the  middle  years,  and 
then  roared  into  the  Twenties. 

The  first  four  years  were  ones  of  phenomenal 
growth;  railroading,  electricity  and  agribusiness 
uniting  for  a  wave  of  prosperity.  Then  there 
was  a  pause,  as  this  rural  island  thoughtfully 
watched  incidents  in  Europe,  a  timid  stock  mar¬ 
ket  and  a  nation’s  industry  torn  by  profiteering 
and  labor  wars.  Then  followed  the  war  years 
when  ways  changed. 

Greatest  influence  was  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  which  opened  Northwest  Pennsylvania 
to  Pittsburgh  markets.  The  town’s  attention  was 
directed  north  and  south,  sapping  freight  traffic 
over  the  east-bound  M.  &  L. 

Railroaders  passing  through  in  their  work 
saw  Linesville  as  a  paradise  in  which  to  raise 
their  families,  and  moved  them  here,  out  of  the 
soot  and  smoke  of  the  steel  towns.  This  brought 
a  need  for  housing  and  the  conveniences  they 
had  been  used  to  in  the  cities.  Railroaders  live  by 
the  clock.  Linesville’s  pace  quickened. 

Crowd  that  jammed  streot  fair  in  1909  reflects 
boom  period  as  second  decade  of  20th  century 
opened. 


On  Dec.  1,  1909,  Council  passed  an  ordinance 
authorizing  the  People’s  Incandescent  Light  Co. 
to  peddle  juice  in  Linesville.  A  year  or  two  prior 
to  this,  Erie  Street  was  paved.  Year-round  streets 
became  necessary.  Pymatuning  was  bricked,  and 
then  Penn  in  1911  and  South  Mercer  in  1913. 
Better  footing  than  paths  and  boardwalks  was 
needed,  and  concrete  sidewalks  started  to  string 
out  and  gradually  join  hands.  In  1913,  1200  feet 
of  walk  was  built  on  Franklin  and  Jefferson. 

The  M.  &  L.  rose  to  meet  the  challenge,  and 
freighted  to  Meadville  daily.  It  put  in  a  new 
Y  at  the  Linesville  yards  in  July  1911,  but  the 
Northwest  Railway  Co.  was  running  electrified 
cars  to  Rodemoyer’s  Hill  and  taking  passengers 
to  and  from  the  county  seat  more  quickly  and 

easily.  In  1912,  street  cars  were  coming  and  going 
on  the  hour.  The  competition  was  good.  Builders 
and  merchants  were  busy. 

In  1912,  Linesville  had  240  houses,  71  on  the 
east  side  and  111  on  the  west,  77  south  of  Erie 
Street.  A  Linesville  Herald  survey  listed  69 
new  or  improved  buildings  on  12  streets  com.- 
pleted  in  the  summer  of  1914. 

The  convenience,  year-round,  of  Northwest 
Railway  Co.  cars  met  a  pressing  demand  in  many 
ways.  Its  lines  stretched  to  Meadville,  Cambridge 


—  twelve 


Springs  and  Erie.  People,  in  addition  to  using 
it  for  business  trips,  took  advantage  of  excursions 
to  these  places  as'  well  as  Exposition  Park,  On 
May  21,  1913,  it  offered  1000  miles  for  ^15. 
There  was  a  proposal  to  stretch  it  from  Erie 
Street  across  The  Flats  to  the  PRR  depot.  This 
was  achieved  in  1915,  but  satisfactory  service 
didn’t  come  until  Aug.  14,  1918,  when  John  Den¬ 
nis  took  over  the  ticket  office  in  his  restaurant 
across  from  the  depot.  During  this  period,  own¬ 
ership  w'as  changing  hands  until  Northwest 
Electric  Service,  which  was  now  supplying  the 
town’s  power,  gained  controlling  interest  May 
10,  1918. 

Over  the  horizon  came  the  automobile,  a 
few  machine  shop  odd  balls,  but  important  names 
like  Studebaker,  Dodge,  Ford  and  Chevrolet  ap¬ 
peared  on  dealers’  signboards.  There  were  com¬ 
plaints  that  they  were  stirring  up  too  much  dust. 
Dr.  H.  C.  Sturdevant  took  his  family  on  a  1500- 
mile  summer  trip  through  the  West  and  Canada 
in  1910.  One  day  he  made  120  miles  (without 
repair  or  adjustment),  and  wrote  he  found  a  50- 
mile  stretch  of  macadem  in  Ohio. 

June  2,  1915,  L.  W.  Russell  started  an  auto¬ 
passenger  line  to  Conneaut  Lake  and  Jefferson, 
Ohio.  He  met  trains  of  the  Pennsy,  Bessemer  and 

P.  &  0.  lines  over  a  30-mile  stretch. 

The  horse  business  thrived  in  spite  of  the 

competition,  with  F.  B.  Stewart,  Irl  Hill  and 
George  Manning  importing  Percherons.  Myron 
Hendricks  and  others  dealt  in  standard  bred,  M. 
C.  and  Burke  Thayer  followed  the  fairs.  Bert 
Harris  was  the  vet.  Powell  Bros,  (both  brothers 
died  in  this  decade),  influence  was  notice¬ 
able  in  improving  breeding  practices.  Dec. 
13,  1912,  Riley  Fitch  drove  a  sorrel  team  of  Brad 
Terrill  to  Erie  in  12  hours.  In  1910,  a  new  water¬ 
ing  trough  was  lauded  as  a  town  benefit,  but  the 
handwriting  was  on  the  wall  when,  on  Oct.  12, 
1910,  18  cars  and  16-horse  vehicles  were  counted 
in  the  Street  Fair  parade. 

Another  gadget  popped  up.  Earl  Sandt,  25, 

Erie  daredevil,  died  following  a  stunt-plane  crash 
at  Grove  City  College  com.mencem.ent  exercises 
June  25,  1913.  One  of  his  “bicycle”  wheels  caught 
the  peak  of  a  barn.  In  1915,  a  balloon  passed 
over  the  town. 

The  Linesville  Telephone  Co.  bought  a  motor¬ 
cycle  for  its  trouble-shooter. 

There  was  bound  to  be  trouble.  Railroad 

wrecks  were  common  and  the  clash  between  cars 
and  horses  brought  death  and  damaged  property. 
Earl  Ray  died  March  8,  1910  when  his  train 
plunged  into  Rock  Point  River;  Howard  Ralston 
and  Ralph  McClimans  were  run  down  by  a  freight 
at  Hartstown  Sept.  28,  1916,  and  Ray  Davis  was 
killed  by  the  Pennsy  at  Westford  April  2,  1917. 


C.  V.  Hall  died  beneath  wheels  at  Meadville  Jan. 
9,  1919.  On  the  trolley  line,  Motorman  F.  W.  For¬ 
man  was  killed  near  Harmonsburg  Nov.  12,  1913, 
and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bangert,  59,  died  when  a  car 
crashed  into  the  one  she  was  getting  off  of  near 
Albert  Williams’  farm  in  August,  1918.  M.  S.  Mc- 
Fayden,  lineman,  was  electrocuted  near  Harmons¬ 
burg. 

There  were  less  serious  railroad  wrecks. 
Freight  trains  frequently  were  olf  the  tracks, 
and  a  passenger  was  derailed  at  the  depot  Oct. 
29,  1913.  Irl  Hill  had  a  colt  killed  by  the  trolley 
near  Harmonsburg  July  13,  1913.  Livestock  was 
getting  hit  all  the  time. 

July  5,  1916,  Melkar  Tarr,  aged  10,  saved 
many  lives  when  he  signaled  the  engineer  of  an 
M.  &  L.  passenger  train  to  stop,  when  he  discov¬ 
ered  a  twisted  rail  while  fishing  east  of  town. 

People  were  getting  into  a  lot  of  trouble  with 
autos,  too.  Harold  Akens  was  bruised  in  a  wreck 
at  New  Castle  Aug.  25,  1913 ;  Guy  and  Oak  Greene 
were  sickened  by  gas  while  working  on  their 
motor.  Oct.  14,  1914,  a  P’ord  car  of  B.  E.  Palmer 
plunged  down  a  40-foot  embankment  with  five 
teen-agers  aboard:  Wesley  Corey,  driver;  Paul¬ 
ine  Palmer,  Jessie  Woodard,  Fay  Gleason  and  De- 
lora  Potter  (who  suffered  a  broken  leg) ,  passeng¬ 
ers,  but  it  wasn’t  until  Aug.  28,  1917  that  any¬ 
one  appears  to  have  been  killed.  Lloyd  Keene  of 
Shermansville  backed  over  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Lit- 
wiler,  an  aged  woman. 

June  17,  1914,  Council  passed  an  ordinance 
that  no  one  under  16  be  allowed  to  drive. 

Early  in  the  decade,  agriculture,  industry 
and  commerce  waxed  strong.  Pymatuning  Swamp 
gave  up  418  acres  for  onion  ground  alone.  Grow¬ 
ers,  determined  enough  to  clear  it,  could  get  up 
to  500  bushels  to  the  acre.  S.  N.  and  F.  C.  Bullis 


Trolley  travel  hit  peak  in  first  quarter  century, 
knocked  out  M  &  I  Railroad,  finally  gave  in  to 
auto.  Northwest  Railway  Co.  cars  stopped  on  Erie 
Street  at  first;  later  spanned  Flats  to  PRR  depot. 
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and  F.  H.  Fowler  were  big  growers.  Onions  which 
sold  in  the  fall  for  60  cents  a  bushel,  could  be 
held  for  $3  (sometimes)  in  February.  Fifty  per 
cent  shrinkage  in  storage,  prompted  Fowler  to 
build  storage  and  the  Onion  Cellar,  which,  he  said, 
reduced  shrinkage  to  6  per  cent.  The  move  made 
him  kingpin  in  the  industry.  The  onion  business 
was  mostly  hand  work,  and  nearly  1000  people 

dotted  the  fields  during  the  season.  A  weeder, 
on  hands  and  knees,  could  handle  three  rows  at 
a  time.  Harvest  was  called  “topping.”  Mamie 
Bullis  set  a  record  of  125  bushels  in  nine  and 
one-half  hour  day  Oct.  1,  1913.  George  Rouche, 
J.  W.  Russell,  R.  F.  Underwood  and  W.  E. 
Kohlman  entered  the  field  late  in  the  decade. 

The  railroads  also  changed  the  dairy  in¬ 
dustry.  Sept.  2,  1916,  Edward  J.  Reick  Co.  bought 
the  cheese  factory  south  of  town  from  the  Farm¬ 
ers  Protective  Assn.,  operated  on  a  failing  basis 
since  it  was  acquired  from  Mrs.  Geo.  P.  White. 
The  cheese  factory,  brought  here  from  Gehrton 
in  1873,  had  prospered  and  died.  Distributors  and 
farmers  rowed  over  prices,  and  marketing  co-ops 
were  formed.  Forty-head  herds  were  built  up, 
but  less  than  15  still  were  the  rule. 

Farmers  shipped  some  cattle  and  potatoes, 
the  cattle  business  picking  up  during  the  war. 
Poultry  fanciers  were  numerous,  one  of  them 
a  young  man  named  Claud  Irons. 

Sylvester  Bunday  built  a  fortune  out  of  lum¬ 
ber  in  the  19th  Century,  and  son  Frank  carried 
on  successfully  through  the  second  decade  of 


the  20th.  Others  in  the  business  were  Frank 
Lester  and  Isaac  Patton.  In  Feb.,  1913,  50  cars 
were  shipp>ed  from  Summit  Station.  International 
Silo  Co.  was  making  its  product  of  staves. 
Henry  Goetgens  manufactured  bowling  supplies 
in  Espyville,  but  his  factory  burned  June  11,  1913. 

Geo.  Rouche  bought  the  Richmond  Tract  deep 
in  Pymatuning,  workers  cutting  a  path  through 
the  tangle  of  wild  grape  and  huckleberries  and 
snaking  out  logs  with  2000  feet  of  cable.  This 
began  Sept.  23,  1913. 

Business  soared  to  a  peak  in  Jan.,  1914. 
There  was  opportunity  in  merchandising,  service, 
milling  and  farming.  The  market  crash  in  late 

1914  knocked  out  some  of  the  sand,  but  Lines- 
ville  suffered  little.  “There’s  plenty  of  work  on 
our  farms,”  J.  W.  McGuire,  hotelman,  told  a 
floater  out  of  a  job. 

H.  E.  Waring  and  B.  E.  Palmer  bought  the 
B.  O.  Irons  Building  and  moved  their  mill  there 
in  1911,  and  Harry  Hendricks  and  Jesse  Brooks 
opened  a  hardware  in  the  new  brick  building 
which  replaced  Monnins. 

Incandescent  bulbs  glowed  in  many  houses. 
The  U.  P.  Church  installed  11  100-watters  in 
Nov.,  1911.  Harry  J.  Herbold  opened  an  electric 
repair  shop  in  Feb.,  1917.  The  town  closed  off 
North  Mercer  June  11,  1913,  and  built  Diamond 
Park.  Triangle  Park  followed  purchase  of  the  R. 

Fair  Sex  Played 
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E.  Gehr  property  the  same  year.  The  cement 
bridge  over  Town  Creek  was  finished  in  Nov., 
1916.  East  Side  citizens  hollered  for  new  walks 
to  cross  the  valley,  and  got  them. 

Progress  brought  problems.  Bunday  Water 
Co.  limited  lawn  sprinkling  to  two  hours  daily, 
or  they  would  have  to  charge  more.  Draymen 
guided  their  horses  at  the  side  of  pavements  and 
across  yards  because  the  bricks  were  hard  on 
shoes.  On  Nov.  10,  1910,  the  Drs.  A.  B.  and  Ella 
Collins  posted  “No  Trespassing”  signs  to  prevent 
driving  across  their  yard.  Kids  threw  stones  at 
street  lights,  and  rode  bicycles  on  new  sidewalks. 
“If  it  doesn’t  stop,”  cried  The  Herald,  “Someone 
will  smart.” 

McGuire  sold  his  livery  to  Irl  and  Jack  Hill. 
J.  Ell  Van  Sicklin  kept  his  horses,  but  bought  a 
car  for  a  taxi,  too. 

In  Aug.,  1913,  the  Linesville  State  Bank  was 
organized.  It  had  been  moved  to  the  present  site 
in  1885  as  the  Linesville  Savings  Bank.  A.  B. 
Griffing  &  Sons  thrived  by  storing  eggs  and 
butter,  and  shook  up  the  countryside  by  import¬ 
ing  New  Zealand  butter  in  1914. 

Electric  cooking  was  tried  as  early  as  Sept., 
1911,  but  it  was  1916  before  Northwest  Electric 
Service  Co.  marketed  GE’s  electric  range.  The 
cooker  didn’t  go  over  as  well  as  McLane-Schank’s 

In  Silvertone  Band 


“Little  Wonder”  washer.  On  March  10,  1915,  the 
firm  advertised  that  96  Linesville  women  had 
installed  them.  The  washer  was  a  tub  with  a 
handle  for  dashing  the  clothes  about,  an  impress¬ 
ive  improvement  over  the  scrub  board. 

Public  issues  were  the  Turnersville  dam  and 
Prohibition.  Prohibition  came  Jan.  16,  1919,  but 
a  flooded  Pymatuning  lake  was  much  later. 

Led  by  L.  0.  McLane,  the  area  resisted  She- 
nango  Valley  steel  pressure  for  a  flood  control 
dam,  by  organizing  a  “drain  Pymatuning”  group. 
Local  people  backed  McLane’s  organization,  but 
steel  brought  more  state  revenue  than  onions.  In 
1910,  the  state  appropriated  $10,000  toward  a 
study;  later,  $400,000.  A  $1.5  million  appropri¬ 
ation  was  delayed  because  of  lack  of  an  agree¬ 
ment  with  Ohio. 

State  surveyors  met  derision.  People  doubted 
it  until  R.  J.  Ferris,  a  hydraulic  engineer,  moved 
his  family  into  the  Shields  House  on  March  22, 
1914.  Ferris  tramped  about  the  swamp,  set  up  a 
weather  station  at  the  Crumb’s,  told  people  that 
a  dam  at  Turnersville  would  cover  Pymatuning 

People  of  the  1910-20  period  were  treated  to  the 
lift  of  good  bond  music  by  combinations  such  as 
the  popular  Silvertone  Band  of  Espyville  (below), 
which  included  “members  of  the  fair  sex,  as  well." 

The  Silvertones  traveled  throughout  Northwest 
Pennsylvania,  once  were  adjudged  best  at  Erie. 

Other  popular  bands  of  the  era  were  the  Linesville 
Military  Band,  A.  A.  Graff,  leader,  and  the  Espy¬ 
ville  Citizens  Band,  Alex  Collins,  president. 
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Charley  Crosby  Had  his  Eye  on  Congress 


within  a  year,  helped  J.  Ell  Van  Sicklin  catch  a 
28-pound  carp  in  the  middle  of  the  corduroy  Fa- 
danarem  Road,  and  then  was  whisked  into  the 
Army  to  build  works  for  the  AEF  in  France.  He 
was  to  come  back. 

Leading  political  figures  were  C.  N.  Crosby, 
Frederick  J.  Shattuck,  L.  O.  McLane,  W.  S.  G. 
King  and  Rev.  J.  W.  Flannett.  Shattuck  and  Mc¬ 
Lane,  along  with  D.  L.  Bunnell,  E.  H.  Collins  and 
S.  W.  Lowing  led  town  politics  as  well.  Crosby 
spent  most  of  his  time  on  bigger  things,  mostly 
being  Congressman.  He  finally  made  it  in  191*3 
when  he  was  the  only  candidate,  as  did  Shattuck 
(R)  for  Assembly. 

In  1914,  Linesville  had  two  candidates  for 
Congress  and  five  for  State  Assembly.  None  made 
it.  McLane  never  had  any  luck  after  he  left  the 
GOP  to  join  the  Washington  Party.  The  Wash¬ 
ingtons  could  muster  only  900  votes  in  the  coun¬ 
ty.  Rev.  Flannett  was  a  Prohibitionist,  which, 
with  the  aid  of  the  churches,  the  WCTU  and  the 
local  newspaper,  made  their  point  in  1919,  but 
elected  few  people.  King’s  party,  the  Socialist, 
numbered  few  and  finally  faded  because  of  its 
linkage  with  the  IWW,  which  developed  a  poor 
image  during  the  war. 

Culturewise,  the  town  moved  ahead  up  to 
war  times.  The  Opera  House,  over  the  Stratton 
Store,  was  center  for  concert  and  plays.  The 
Lyceum  group  imported  lecturers  and  musicians. 
Schools,  clubs  and  civic  organizations  leased  it 
for  frequent  local  talent  entertainment.  On  April 
12,  1913,  a  movie  was  held  in  it.  Council  imposed 
a  tax  on  privately-operated  entertainment.  By 
Aug.  13  that  year,  C.  L.  Hayes  had  a  movie  every 
Wednesday.  Feb.  25,  1914,  the  East  Pine  Glee 
Club  was  organized  at  John  F.  Vickers.  McCor¬ 
mick’s  Grove  on  Wallace  Ave.  Extension  was  busy 
with  picnics. 

The  Silvertone  Band  of  Espyville  traveled 
far  and  wide,  by  cart  and  train,  and  to  march 
step.  A.  A.  Graff,  local  music  teacher,  had  an 
orchestra  for  gentile  affairs  and  dances,  and 
helped  organize  the  Linesville  Military  Band  be¬ 
fore  the  war.  Espyville  organized  its  Citizens 
Band.  Music  was  recreation  as  well  as  entertain¬ 
ment.  Miss  Orline  Bowman  knuckle-rapped  boys 
and  girls  into  piano  players  by  the  dozens,  and 
had  a  recital  at  the  end  of  each  year.  Graff  was 
teaching  as  was  Dr.  Greeley  on  Penn  St. 

Linesville’s  school,  which  already  had  under¬ 
gone  one  addition  to  the  north,  got  tv'o  more 
rooms — upstairs  and  down — to  the  south.  Town¬ 
ships  all  around  were  sending  in  their  high 


school  pupils,  while  the  railroad  boom  was  boost¬ 
ing  the  population  locally.  L.  V.  Wallace  and  F. 
J.  Shattuck  put  on  a  drive  to  get  the  money.  In 
July,  1915,  Eli  Gehr  completed  it  for  $3000.  On 
April  9,  1913,  11  graduated  at  Linesville,  three 
at  North  Shenango  and  seven  at  Beaver  Center. 
That  fall,  285  enrolled  including  78  in  high  school. 

Linesville  held  a  Teachers  Progress  Institute 
Feb.  1,  1914,  inviting  teachers  from  Conneaut 
Township  and  Penn  Line.  F.  A.  McKelvey  was 
principal.  Taking  part  were  Nate  Denison,  Charles 
Dorcester,  Irene  Miller,  Frank  Irons,  Laura 
Dickey,  Vernie  Campbell,  Blanche  Hendricks  and 
Ruth  Thomas. 

Edith  Brown  Rhoades,  carried  into  Korean 
Mountains  by  coolies  with  her  missionary  hus¬ 
band  at  her  side,  wrote  “This  place  is  wicked, 
but  beautiful,”  June  12,  1910.  She  spent  a  life¬ 
time  there,  and  writing  to  Linesville  friends 
about  it.  A  few  days  later,  word  came  that  Ivy 
Garwood  had  spelled  down  600  students  at  Edin- 
boro  Normal  School. 

Baseball  and  basketball  were  revived,  the 
team  of  1913  playing  them  all,  including  Mead- 
ville’s  best.  Albert  Hathaway  and  Amos  Ofen- 
send  were  the  pitchers,  Don  Mackay  and  the  Sipe 
brothers  the  power  hitters.  The  town  put  on  a 
minstrel  show  that  winter  for  the  team’s  benefit. 

Charlie  Sorg  wrestled  J.  Brown  of  Green¬ 
ville  at  Lindsley’s  Hall,  Harmonsburg,  and  lost, 
Feb.  11,  1913.  The  winner  wrestled  a  Pittsburgh¬ 
er  the  next  week. 

New  Castle’s  Jack  Herbey  swam  across 
Conneaut  Lake  with  his  arms  tied  behind  his 
back  in  2  hours  and  20  minutes  in  July,  1913.  The 
following  year  he  made  it  both  ways.  Dog  fanciers 
Kay  Stevens,  C.  E.  Jewell,  Harry  Hendricks  and 
R.  Bortles  caught  “Old  Slippery,”  a  long-legged 
coon  they  had  been  after  for  years,  March  7,  1917. 

A  J.  Smith,  a  Civil  War  vet,  died  Feb.  14, 
1913 ;  100-year-old  Hannah  Sterling  Lowman, 
born  in  Dicksonburg,  died  June  19,  1913 ;  James 
Wallace,  pioneer  miller,  died  Feb.  6,  1914;  Aaron 
Lynce,  Conneaut  Lake  Park  founder,  died  Aug. 
22,  1914. 

Downtown  Linesville,  nearly  burned  out  in 
the  20  years  preceding  1910,  had  no  serious  fires 
during  the  decade.  There  were  several  homes 
damaged  and  a  few  burned  to  the  ground.  Help 
was  at  hand  after  forming  a  “permanent”  fire 
department  Aug.,  1911. 

F.  W.  Beardsley,  37,  burned  to  death  Jan.  17, 
1910;  and  John  Sextus  Fowler,  26,  March  7,  1911. 
These  were  house  fires. 
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The  Citizens  Development  Committee  —  for 
better  business — and  a  YMCA — for  better  youth 
— were  formed  in  1916.  Neither  lasted  long. 

By  and  large,  Linesville  rode  w^ell  over  its 
high  water,  deep  snow  and  big  blows.  It  was  iso¬ 
lated  for  two  days  by  nearby  floods  when  the 
sun  crossed  the  Equator  in  March,  1913. 

Crime  left  little  trace  in  Linesville  records. 
Biggest  haul  was  $75  and  a  barrel  of  whiskey 
from  George  Stratton’s  store  Dec.  13,  1913;  on 
one  night  five  different  home  owners  claimed 
they  scared  off  burglars.  J.  E.  Thomas  got  beat 
up,  his  pocketbook  stolen.  When  the  wrong  man 
was  arrested,  the  real  culprit  left  it  on  the  porch 
with  $1  missing.  Two  “yeggmen”  were  run  out 
of  town  by  a  hastily-formed  posse  July  6,  1910. 
Halloweeners  put  B.  E.  Palmer’s  cow  in  the 
schoolhouse  in  1913,  and  someone  stole  the  step- 
ladder  at  the  school  so  Will  Mackay,  “a  short 
man,”  couldn’t  reach  the  rope  to  ring  the  bell. 

There  always  were  logging  accidents,  farm 
accidents,  railway  accidents,  car  accidents  and 
mixtures.  F.  J.  Shattuck  pulled  several  people 
and  their  capsized  boat  to  safety  at  Conneaut 
Lake  July  16,  1913.  That  was  the  same  month 
Ralph  Barackman’s  cow  had  a  five-legged  calf. 

Nineteen-thirteen  was  the  50th  anniversary 
of  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg  and  many  of  Lines- 
ville’s  very  active  GAR  attended :  Dr.  D.  A.  Phil¬ 
ips,  C.  C.  Dennis,  W.  E.  Dennis,  Wm.  Upham,  W. 
G.  Wyatt,  Rev.  J.  W.  Plannet,  Henry  Hall,  Eber 
Lewis,  S.  S.  Dorchester,  Robert  Lewis,  A.  H. 
Petit,  D.  G.  Gibson,  C.  M.  Giddings. 

There  were  three  big  epidemics,  scarlet  fever, 
infantile  paralysis  and  flu.  Typhoid  fever  always 
plagued  the  community  in  those  days.  It  was 
especially  bad  in  1910.  The  health  board  in  June, 
1913,  ordered  merchants  to  cover  food  that  would 
be  eaten  without  cooking  so  Hies  couldn’t  walk 
on  it. 

Prior  to  Aug.  9,  1916,  infantile  paralysis  hit 


Doctor  Walker  and  Ira  Stratton  houses  get  new 
sidewalk,  but  street  was  still  in  mud  —  about  1905. 


Moses  Hall  .  .  .  On  102nd  birthday  June  2,  1917, 
said;  “I  hope  I  live  to  see  downfall  of  Germans.” 

He  died  less  than  year  later.  May  9,  1918,  six 
month;  before  Armistice. 

this  community  as  well  as  the  nation.  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  ordered  a  quarantine  forbidding  youngsters 
under  16  from  entering  the  state  without  a  health 
certificate.  Council  ordered  the  community  to 
clean  up  stables,  pig  pens,  alleys  and  privies 
when  they  got  one  foot  from  the  top. 

Scarlet  fever  hit  April  11,  1917.  Council  asked 
people  not  to  loiter  in  the  post  office. 

The  flu  epidemic  gripped  the  town  in  Oct., 
1918,  and  all  public  houses  except  schools  and 
churches  were  closed  by  federal  law.  Locally,  the 
school  was  closed.  The  disease  killed  here,  pinned 
down  entire  families.  At  Chicago,  it  was  reported 
360  were  dying  daily.  It  abated  somewhat  by  Jan. 
15,  1919,  and  schools  were  reopened. 

There  were  other  notable  events.  Among 
them  was  the  serenade  the  town  threw  for  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  H.  H.  Walker  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  W. 
Turner.  Two  to  three  hundred  people  and  the  band 
turned  out  for  it  on  Sept.  16,  1914.  Alfred  Van 
Dusen  saved  his  wife’s  life  by  feeding  her  chew¬ 
ing  tobacco  after  she  swallowed  poison  Sept.  29, 
1915. 

The  war  years — 1917-1919 — came  in  quiet'y 
for  Linesville.  The  town  was  more  interested  in 
the  Mexican  trouble.  Don  Mackay,  Clarence  Sher- 
retts,  A.  C.  Nakles  and  W.  G.  Weatherall,  Na¬ 
tional  Guardsmen,  were  sent  kiting  off  to  El 
Paso  in  June  of  1916,  but  they  were  turned  toward 
Europe  April  2,  1917.  Gehrton  school  raised  a 
Flag.  Samuel  Wright  volunteered  June  13,  and 
was  rejected.  July  5,  Co.  B  had  an  encampment 
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North  Mercer  St.  was  closed  June  11,  1913,  and 
Diamond  Park  was  built.  Triangle  Park  was  instituted 
same  year. 

at  Exposition  Park.  Moses  Hall,  on  his  102nd 
birthday  June  2,  said  “I  hope  to  live  to  see  the 
downfall  of  the  Germans.”  On  June  5,  69  regis¬ 
tered  for  the  draft.  Beaver  had  61,  Pine  20,  North 
Shenango  37,  South  Shenango  41,  Summit  64  and 
Sadsbury  56.  Wright  made  it  for  this  one.  The 
first  contingent  left  July  20.  They  took  also. 
Dr.  Glenn  S.  Philips,  Dr.  C.  A.  Williams,  Dr.  R. 
C.  Carpenter,  and  Dr.  C.  A.  Sheakley.  Letters 
came  home  telling  of  good  food  and  good  treat¬ 
ment.  Some  expected  to  be  “somewhere  in  France” 
soon.  That  was  Jan.  16,  1918.  Sgt.  Mackay  en¬ 
tered  officers  school.  Youths  were  organized  into 
a  home  guards.  On  July  3,  1918,  Harold  Akens 
wrote  he  was  in  France  two  months  after  en¬ 
listing. 

Word  was  received  Aug.  21,  1918  that  Samuel 
Wright  “fell  in  battle.”  On  Aug.  28,  Wright  Bros, 
store  at  Penn  Line  was  sold  to  Thomas  F.  Collins 
of  Woodlawn. 

Lt.  Donald  Mackay,  company  commander, 
writes  of  battles  they  have  been  in,  as  of  Oct. 
23.  On  Nov.  23  the  war  was  over. 


Uncle  Sam  declared  “Nation  Day,”  June  16, 
and  on  Jan.  22  C.  L.  Hayes  bought  the  Line  & 
Shattuck  building  and  proposed  to  move  it  for 
a  brick  building.  On  Feb.  19,  Dr.  H.  C.  Sturdevant 
installed  an  X-ray  machine.  Simmons  Bros,  of 
Espyville  announced  they  would  do  their  farm¬ 
ing  with  a  tractor.  The  war  was  making  voters 
out  of  women  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Cram  went  to 
Pittsburgh  to  argue  for  a  Mother’s  Pension.  Au¬ 
tomobile  dealerships  and  repair  popped  up.  A 
dynamo  was  installed  at  Reick’s  Plant.  M.  C. 
Rankin  was  selling  ice  cream.  C.  L.  Hayes  moved 
his  movie  over  D.  M.  Akens  store  next  to  the 
Stratton  Block.  The  Opera  House  divided  itself 
between  dances  and  basketball  games.  The  Ho¬ 
lmes  Apartments — 8  rentals — were  sold  to  Homer 
Patch  on  Oct.  8.  N.  W.  Johnson  bought  the  Ar¬ 
cade  Building  Nov.  19.  R.  F.  Underwood  Co.  an¬ 
nounced  he  would  raise  60  acres  onions  in  1920, 
and  on  Dec.  24,  Christmas  Eve,  the  Methodist 
Church  demobilized  its  service  flag.  There  were 
14  names  on  it. 

There  was  just  a  wink  of  silence,  before 
Linesville  roared  into  the  20s. 


Onions  were  area’s  big  business  in  first  quarter  of 
20th  Century.  Linesville  resisted  Pymatuning  flood 
control  dam  because  of  what  it  would  do  to  local 
economy.  “Drain  Swamp”  group  organized  to 
protect  it.  Nearly  1000  persons  were  employed  by 
growers.  Pymatuning  had  418  acres  under  onion 
ground  under  tillage  in  1910. 


Linesville  had  paused  in  its  culture,  devel¬ 
opment  and  play  to  help  fight  a  war.  There  were 
Liberty  meetings.  Liberty  bonds  and  stamps. 
Liberty  trains.  Prices  of  food  soared.  Onions  went 
to  $8  a  hundred.  Sugar  was  meted  out,  bread  was 
5  percent  “white”  flour. 

Linesville  began  welcoming  her  soldier  boys. 
Glenn  Graham,  son  of  S.  P.  Graham,  was  first 
of  boys  to  return — Feb.  8 — with  a  chunk  of 
shrapnel  in  his  leg.  A  welcoming  comimittee  was 
formed.  There  was  a  big  celebration  July  23  at 
McCormick  Grove.  Twenty-one  servicemen  and 
a  few  GAR  were  there.  Rev.  C.  T.  Jack  welcomed 
the  khaki-clad  boys,  while  Harold  Akens  and 
Kearsey  Woodard  responded. 
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Change  Hit  Before  They  Knew  It 


Chapter  6 

r 

V_->hange  takes  place  gradually  and  is  hardly 
noticed  by  those  closest  to  it.  As  one  looks  back 
in  retrospect,  the  dynamics  of  community  living 
are  apparent. 

After  World  War  I  ended  and  our  many  sol¬ 
diers  returned  home,  the  community  seemed  to 
go  on  as  if  nothing  had  happened,  but  changes 
did  take  place  and  the  somber  air  of  war  was  re¬ 
placed  by  a  light  hearted  desire  to  increase  the 
pace  of  living  —  Organizations  and  businesses 
flourished  and  the  economy  was  high. 

The  local  bank,  which  had  been  organized  in 
1879,  had  become  a  State  Bank  in  1913,  was  now 
paying  4  per  cent  interest  on  time  deposits.  In 
1923  the  officers  were  D.  L.  Bunnell,  president ; 
C.  S.  Gehr,  vice  president;  C.  C.  Thompson,  as¬ 
sistant  cashier ;  and  the  directors  were  H.  C. 
Sturdevant,  G.  T.  Greene,  L.  O.  McLane,  D.  L. 
Bunnell,  F.  J.  Shattuck,  C.  S.  Gehr,  and  J.  E. 
Van  Sicklin. 

During  this  decade  the  Regent  Theatre  was 
providing  entertainment  on  a  regular  basis.  The 
Theatre  was  used  for  school  plays,  musical  pro¬ 
grams,  and  commencement.  Of  course  the  mov¬ 
ies  were  the  main  attraction.  On  January  3,  1923 

the  big  movie  was  the  dashing  Douglas  Fair¬ 
banks  in  “The  Mollycoddler”  plus  Jewel  Carmeii 
in  “Ten  Nights  In  A  Bar  Room.”  Two  years  later, 
April  15,  1925,  Douglas  Fairbanks  was  again  the 
feature  attraction  in  “Thief  of  Bagdad.” 


The  Regent  Theatre  changed  hands  in  1928 
when  W.  L.  Musser  purchased  it  from  C.  L. 
Hayes. 

The  1920s  saw  changes  in  the  postal  service, 
especially  for  the  rural  areas.  However,  the  orig¬ 
inal  rural  carrier  was  still  on  the  job.  J.  S. 
Graham  started  in  1902  as  a  rural  carrier.  He 
served  under  four  postmasters  —  W.  E.  Brown, 
Mrs.  Clara  Brown  Hoslam,  C.  E.  Putman,  and 
Harold  D.  Lowing.  Other  early  carriers  were 
Thomas  Limber,  Frank  Rea,  and  John  Dennis. 
The  post  office  moved  from  its  former  wooden 
structure  (which  then  became  Turner’s  Restau¬ 
rant)  to  a  new  site  during  the  term  of  Mr.  Low¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Putman  had  served  for  nine  years  before 
his  retirement.  The  price  of  postcards  was  in¬ 
creased  to  two  cents  in  1925.  Also  during  this 
decade  postage  income  increased  considerably  and 
the  Postal  Authority  commissioned  the  Linesville 
office  as  a  second  class  service.  This  put  the  em¬ 
ployees  under  civil  service  and  required  examin¬ 
ations.  Chief  Postal  Clerk  from  Pittsburgh,  J.  C. 
Mansfield,  came  here  in  1927  and  administered 
the  distribution  of  mail  test  to  the  employees. 
He  stated  that  this  was  the  first  time  anyone  he 
tested  had  received  100  per  cent.  E.  E.  Tripp  and 
R.  H.  Knierman  both  accomplished  this  result. 
The  biggest  excitement  relative  to  the  postal 
service  occurred  on  Decembr  4,  1929  when  it  was 

believed  that  a  mail  plane  was  lost  in  the  Pyma- 
tuning  Swamp.  A  fleet  of  planes  was  brought  in 
to  circle  the  area  looking  for  the  lost  pilot  who 
was  found  several  days  later  near  Chagrin,  Ohio. 


Linesville’s 


Economy 


Was  a  Field  of  Onions 
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Husband  and  wife,  The  Drs.  A.  B.  Collins  operated 
a  clinic  on  Wallace  Ave. 


The  Borough  Council  continued  to  play  an 
important  role  in  the  history  of  the  town.  The 
council  was  charged  with  the  serious  obligation 
of  keeping  ordinances  up  to  date  and  making  im¬ 
mediate  and  long  range  plans  for  the  good  of  the 
community.  In  1923  the  Burgess  was  L.  0.  Mc- 
Lane  and  the  Council  President  was  D.  L.  Bun¬ 
nell.  These  members  helped  the  Burgess  and 
President  in  their  jobs:  C.  C.  Baldwin,  C.  W. 
Brown,  H.  H.  Hendrick,  T.  C.  Limber,  and  C.  H. 
Sheakley.  Sylvenus  Dennis  was  Borough  Secre¬ 
tary  and  E.  H.  Collins  the  Treasurer.  During  this 
year  council  spearheaded  a  drive  to  construct  a 
community  playground  on  Stratton  Field.  In 
1924,  S.  W.  Lowing  was  council  president  and  the 
major  interest  of  council  was  centered  around 
heading  off  plans  of  the  Northwestern  Railway 
Company  to  abandon  the  Linesville  trolley  cars. 

Of  course  a  new  type  of  ordinance  became 
necessary  in  the  1920s.  Automobiles  were  fast 
becoming  the  main  mode  of  travel.  In  1924  the 
speed  limits  were  set  at  fifteen  miles  per  hour 
in  the  borough.  Incidentally  gasoline  was  selling 
at  nineteen  cents  per  gallon  that  year.  The  fight 
to  keep  the  street  cars  was  lost  and  the  service 
from  Linesville  to  Harmonsburg  was  ended  in 
January,  1927.  The  old  trolley  station  was  pur¬ 
chased  and  moved  to  Pine  Corners  to  be  used 
as  a  filling  station  by  Riley  Fitch  and  his  son- 
in-law,  Elroy  Turner.  The  loss  of  trolley  service 
was  a  big  blow.  In  1925  the  schedule  called  for 
fourteen  trolley  cars  in  Linesville  each  day. 

Borough  Council  passed  Ordinance  number 


53  in  May,  1926  which  required,  “Drive  carefully 
at  street  intersection  and  blow  horn." 

In  1928  Council  was  faced  with  a  new  prob¬ 
lem.  The  State  Health  Department  ordered  the 
council  to  employ  an  engineer  and  begin  an  im¬ 
mediate  survey  of  the  borough  for  sewers  and 
sewage  disposal. 

In  the  business  world  in  town  the  changing 
times  were  already  in  evidence.  The  Linesville 
Garage  was  advertising  1923  Chevrolets  from 
$510  to  $850  and  the  Free  and  Boone  Garage  ad¬ 
vertised  the  new  Willys  Knight  from  $1235  to 
$1795.  Fords  were  plentiful  and  were  selling  at 
the  N.  W.  Johnson  garage  from  $235  to  $595. 
About  this  time,  Paul  Britton  from  Sewickley 
and  Gerald  Britton  from  Erie  began  operation  ol 
a  dray  business  in  Linesville.  Roads  were  of  pri¬ 
mary  importance  and  interest.  In  February  1923 
a  public  meeting  was  held  to  plan  the  road  from 
Linesville  to  Penn  Line.  The  road  was  to  be  built 
by  Crawford  County  assisted  financially  by  Con- 
neaut  Township  and  by  a  personal  subscription 
drive.  The  Commissioners  promised  $160,000,  the 
Conneaut  Supervisors,  $10,800  and  $14,000  was 
pledged  by  local  businessmen.  The  Conneaut 
Lake  road  was  also  scheduled  to  be  started  under 
funds  promised  by  Governor  Pinchot.  In  less  than 
one  year  the  road  was  paved  as  far  as  Shermans- 
ville  and  then  continued  on  to  Conneaut  Lake 
before  the  end  of  1924.  This  provided  a  pavea 
road  all  the  way  from  Linesville  to  Perry  High¬ 
way. 

As  the  roads  were  improved  and  more  auto¬ 
mobiles  used  the  inevitable  results  were  soon  to 
appear.  Accidents,  especially  at  railroad  crossings 
became  very  serious.  The  most  serious  was  in 

May,  1927  when  Steve  Urbanick  was  returning 
home  from  a  school  play.  He  was  involved  in  an 
accident  which  caused  serious  eye  and  back  in¬ 
juries.  A  few  days  later  at  the  Espyville  Station 
at  noon  on  Sunday,  two  cars,  allegedly  traveling 
side  by  side,  ran  into  a  passing  train.  Eight  per¬ 
sons  died  as  a  result  of  this  tragedy. 

Auto  thefts  and  the  use  of  automobiles  as 
getaway  cars  became  fairly  common.  Several 
local  stores  were  burglarized  as  were  several  es¬ 
tablishments  in  Conneaut  Lake  Park. 

The  Western  Crawford  County  Telephone 
Company  of  Linesville  sold  out  to  the  Meadville 
Telephone  Company  on  March  7,  1923.  The  new 
company  promised  immediate  improved  service. 
Especially  promising  was  the  new  bell  system 
which  caused  party  line  phones  to  ring  only  when 
the  call  was  for  a  particular  number.  No  longer 
was  there  a  need  to  listen  to  make  certain  the 
call  was  for  you  instead  of  someone  else  on  your 
line. 
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Of  course,  the  agriculture  industry,  though 
beginning  to  show  signs  of  decline,  was  still  the 
major  source  of  income.  The  products  of  the 
farmer  were  the  major  reason  for  the  vast  rail¬ 
road  system  in  town.  Onion,  potatoes,  and  dairy 
products  were  the  primary  items.  The  Linesville 
plant  of  Rieck-McJunkin  Company  announced  in 
1923  that  it  had  installed  a  revolutionary  method 
of  handling  milk  by  use  of  glass-lined  bulk  tanks. 
The  syrup  industry  was  thriving  during  this  dec¬ 
ade,  especially  in  Conneaut  Township.  Some  of 
the  main  maple  syrup  makers  were  C.  S.  Cole, 
Eli  Brooks,  Vern  Rushmore,  Fred  Mickle,  Glenn 
Crumb,  Robert  Rudler,  Hugh  Frey,  Nate  Den¬ 
nison,  Frank  Rea,  F.  C.  Campbell,  E.  A.  Corey, 
E.  0.  Dodge,  Homer  Weeks,  George  Parker,  Mer¬ 
rick  Warren,  Bert  Wheeler,  and  Charles  Bollard. 
The  Griffing  Cold  Storage  Company  was  adver¬ 
tising  for  all  the  fresh  eggs  they  could  get  and 
the  ice  business  was  also  coming  into  its  own. 
The  flower  business  was  growing  fast  in  the 
1920s.  Holmes’  Greenhouse  in  1924  displayed  over 
2500  hyacinths,  5000  daffodils  and  3000  tulips. 
The  company  expanded  its  wholesale  business 
and  increased  the  size  and  number  of  green¬ 
houses.  In  1925  it  was  the  largest  such  business 
between  Erie  and  New  Castle. 

The  use  of  the  theatre  was  previously  men¬ 
tioned,  but  other  facets  of  community  living 
must  not  be  overlooked.  This  was  an  era  of  cul¬ 
ture  with  the  Library  Society;  Linesville  Choral 
Society,  under  the  direction  of  Professor  Lee  H. 
Barnes;  and  the  formation  of  the  Community 
Band.  The  Linesville  Community  Band  became 


very  popular  and  played  a  regular  schedule  in 
the  park  as  well  as  many  special  occasions.  The 
first  officers  were  William  Beardsley,  president; 
Ralph  Merry,  secretary;  and  Howard  Blair,  trea¬ 
surer.  In  1926  the  Linesville  Herald  started  a 
circulating  library  in  the  store.  This  proved  to 
be  a  very  popular  service  and  led  to  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  Linesville  Public  Library  in  1928. 
This  library  was  located  over  Spackman’s  Store 
and  was  open  every  night  from  7  to  8  o’clock  and 
7  to  9  on  Saturday.  This  first  committee  was 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Robertson,  chairman;  Mrs.  Van  Sick- 
lip,  Mrs.  Harold  Lowing,  Mrs.  R.  J.  Ferris,  and 
Miss  Sarah  Miller. 

The  need  for  an  orchestra  was  felt  and  a 
program  to  start  such  an  organization  in  the 
school  was  begun  in  1926.  Professor  Rees  of 
Greenville  was  employed  to  conduct  the  classes 
and  an  appeal  went  out  for  violins. 

This  was  the  period  when  contests  were  pop¬ 
ular  in  schools.  Competition  between  schools  in 
debating  and  oratory  was  an  important  part  of 
the  school  program.  On  one  such  program  Mary 
Frances  Garwood,  represented  the  local  schools 
in  county  competition  with  an  oration  on  the 
Constitution. 

The  total  eclipse  of  the  sun  was  visible  in 
Linesville  in  1925  and  a  flu  epidemic  hit  the 
area  .  .  .  Linesville  Bakery  sold  fresh  bread  at 

Lumi>er  business  crested  in  early  1900s,  with 
Sunday's  Mill,  the  hub.  It  was  sold  to  Gehring 
Bros.,  &  Co.  (Frank,  Harry  and  J.  J.  Sr.,)  in  1923. 

They  sold  it  to  C  N  Crosby  in  1929.  It  became  a 
victim  of  the  Great  Depression. 


Railroads,  Farm  Join  Hands  for  Growth 


ten  cents  a  loaf  and  delicious  Sunday  chicken 
dinners  were  being  served  for  fifty  cents  by  Mrs. 
Alma  Davis  at  the  Arlington  Hotel  .  .  .  School 
taxes  were  dropped  in  1925  from  twenty-five  to 
nineteen  mills  due  to  increased  assessed  valua¬ 
tions  .  .  .  High  school  athletics  were  very  success¬ 
ful.  Crawford  County  field  meet  held  at  Alle¬ 
gheny  College  was  won  by  Linesville  three  con¬ 
secutive  years,  1927-28-29  .  .  .  Ort  Irons,  former 
Linesville  resident,  was  killed  piloting  a  plane 
searching  for  a  lost  boy  in  an  Oregon  river  .  .  . 
Summit  Township  school  teacher,  Ellis  McGowan, 
19,  was  murdered  by  Albert  Platt,  a  handyman, 
on  the  McGowan  farm.  The  axe  murderer  was 
convicted  and  electrocuted  .  .  ,  Wilford  W.  Ells¬ 
worth,  Linesville  High  graduate,  was  appointed 
a  deputy  general  of  New  York  State  in  1925  .  .  . 
July  1926,  The  Linesville  Boy  Scouts,  Troop  I,  in 
the  charge  of  Rev.  Whitesmith  took  a  tour  of  the 
state  —  Harrisburg,  Gettysburg,  Valley  Forge, 
and  Philadelphia  .  .  .  The  McLane-Schank  Hard¬ 
ware  Company  petitioned  the  courts  for  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  the  company  .  .  .  Asa  Rea,  Pine  Township 
School  Board  secretary,  reported  that  he  had  in 
his  possession  the  deed  for  a  one  half  acre  lot 
sold  to  Pine  Township  School  District  in  1866  for 
fifty  dollars.  The  site  was  Pine  Corners  “where 
the  macadam  road  turns  toward  Shermansville.” 
The  school  building  was  made  into  a  paint  shop 
operated  by  Hiram  Parker  .  .  .  Linesville  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  held  a  meeting  in  1923  to  dis¬ 
cuss  “the  need  for  a  tourist  camp,  highway  signs, 
and  improved  roads.”  The  Chamber  also  spon¬ 
sored  a  community  basket  picnic  at  McCormick’s 
Grove  north  of  town  .  .  .  January  16,  1924,  Sur¬ 
prise  party  for  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  N.  Walker’s 
fortieth  anniversary  .  .  .  Insurance  could  be  pur- 


Pennsylvania  depot  in  second  decade  of  20th 
Century  drowses  in  sun;  but  awakes  with  a  clatter 
when  the  roils  start  to  sing. 


chased  from  George  Garwood  and  W.  C.  Farley 
.  .  .  May  20,  1925,  Governor  Pinchot  vetoed  Pyma- 
tuning  $100,000  appropriation  bill  .  .  .  Class  vale¬ 
dictorian  in  1925  was  Blanche  Juliet  Naab,  salu- 
tatorian  was  Ellen  Beryl  Irons  and  class  presi¬ 
dent  was  Blanche  Miller  .  .  .  July,  1926  the  Lines¬ 
ville  Grange  celebrated  its  fiftieth  anniversary  j 
...  On  March  16,  1927  the  American  Legion  Post 
Number  462  was  organized  with  H.  D.  Akens, 
commander;  D.  R.  Mackey,  vice  commander;  D. 

L.  Crum,  adjutant,  S.  H.  Dennis,  linance  officer; 
Harry  Sherretts,  chaplain,  and  Harry  Davis,  ser¬ 
geant-at-arms  .  .  .  An  excellent  feature  story  on  , 
Guy  Greene  appeared  in  the  April  13,  1927  issue 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Post  Gazette  .  .  .  Twelve  serv¬ 
ice  stations  were  in  operation  in  and  near  Lines¬ 
ville  by  the  end  of  1927.  The  last  one  to  open 
that  year  was  Peterman  and  Moore,  opposite  the  ^ 
Post  Office  on  the  L.  V.  Wallace  property  ...  j 
D.  W.  Roush  of  Pittsburgh  moved  to  Linesville  ■ 
in  1928  and  bought  the  Rexall  Drug  Store  from 
George  B.  Schrader,  who  moved  to  Conneaut  j 
Lake  ...  On  August  14,  1929  Phyllis  Irons, 
(Mrs.  Phyllis  Van  Bockern),  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Frank  Irons  graduated  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Pittsburgh  with  high  honors. 

Amos  Line,  son  of  Joseph  Line,  whose  name 
was  given  to  the  town,  died  after  residing  in 
Linesville  for  74  years.  His  wife  was  the  former 
Mary  Van  Winkle  and  he  served  as  secretary  to 
Pine  Lodge  F.  and  A.M.  Number  498  for  thirty 
years.  He  was  in  business  with  Mr.  Shattuck  for  j 
about  forty-four  years.  j 

Feb,  1,  1925,,  D.  L.  Bunnell,  former  Burgess, 
Council  member,  banker,  and  active  in  civic  af-  ■ 
fairs  died.  He  was  64. 

February  23,  1925,  death  of  Dr.  J.  N.  Walk¬ 
er,  Linesville  doctor  for  forty  years.  Survived 
by  wife  and  three  childen.  Dr.  H.  H.  Walker,  Mrs.  i 
V.  W.  Graham,  and  Mrs.  Vertner  McQuiston.  Dr.  ^ 
Walker  was  born  in  Mercer  County  in  1849  and  ; 
moved  to  Linesville  to  practice  in  1883.  ! 

Prominent  civic  leader,  William  D.  Brown, 
born  in  1839,  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  j 
Mrs.  Guy  Greene,  on  July  4,  1928.  | 

On  December  9,  1928,  Dr.  A.  B.  Collins,  died. 
His  work  was  carried  on  by  his  wife,  who  was 
also  a  physician.  , 

January  21,  1929,  Augustus  M.  Fenner,  local 
attorney,  died  at  the  age  of  77. 

The  Honorable  L.  0.  McLane,  former  bur¬ 
gess  (four  terms)  died  at  the  age  of  75.  Mr.  Me-  1 
Lane  was  in  the  hardware  business  and  served  | 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  for  three  terms. 


—  twenty-two  — 


Linesville 
At  Play 
1906 


Wanted  to  get  back  to  nature  ...  so 
they  built  cabin  in  the  woods 
Linesville  Country  Club  at  Glenn  Island. 


I 


1 

I 
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C.  L.  Hayes,  Linesville  photographer-historian  for 
60  years,  took  time  out  to  pose  with  Mrs.  Hayes 
5*  in  lawn  swing.  These  pictures  of  Linesville  Coun- 

try  Club  at  Glenn  Island  and  many  others  in  this 
edition  were  his,  God  bless  him. 
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—  twenty-three  — 


1930-1940:  The  Depression  Years 


Chapter  7 

s  we  enter  the  third  decade  of  the  twentieth 
century  and  the  seventh  decade  since  the  official 
incorporation  of  the  town^  we  find  signs  of  the 
beginning  of  the  depression  years,  yet  the  town 
continues  to  move  forward  on  every  front. 

As  the  new  year  began  the  Borough  Council 
met  and  organized.  The  new  Burgess  was  H.  H. 
Hendrick  and  Council  members  were  W.  R. 
Holmes,  J.  I.  Manning,  H.  B.  McGranahan, 
George  Peterman,  and  Carl  Turner.  S.  H.  Dennis 
was  secretary  and  F.  J.  Shattuck,  treasurer. 
The  famous  Harmonsburg  Creamery  owned  by 
J.  W.  Rice  was  sold  to  Winfield  Scott  of  Brook¬ 
lyn,  New  York.  Round  and  square  dancing  was 
featured  at  Merry  Hall.  The  seventy-five  cents 
for  men  and  twenty-five  cents  for  women  admit¬ 
tance  fee  included  lunch! 

Richard  and  Victor  Bollard,  students  in  the 
local  vocational  school,  won  project  awards  at 
the  Harrisburg  Farm  Show. 

Mrs.  Mary  B.  Walker,  wife  of  the  late  Dr. 
J.  N.  Walker,  passed  away  on  January  28,  1930. 

In  March  1930,  the  old  Linesville  Fire  De¬ 
partment  closed  up  shop  and  turned  the  fire 
fighting  duties  over  to  a  new  volunteer  depart¬ 
ment  which  was  organized  by  the  American 
Legion.  A  large  Buick  car  was  purchased  and 
converted  into  a  fire  truck. 

E.  E.  Tripp  resigned  his  post  office  post  and 
purchased  the  Roush  Drug  Store.  Mr.  Tripp  had 
been  a  merchant  in  Linesville  previous  to  his 
post  office  appointment.  He  kept  the  store  for 
only  a  few  months  before  he  sold  out  to  his 
nephew,  S.  B.  Tripp. 

The  new  A  &  P  Store  opened  in  Linesville 
about  the  same  time  in  1930.  It  was  managed 
by  M.  G.  Collins.  The  A  &  P  advertised  sugar 
at  ten  pounds  for  fifty  four  cents  and  Eight  O’¬ 
clock  coffee  at  twenty  three  cents  a  pound ! 

In  April  of  1930  Council  voted  to  purchase 
the  town’s  first  fire  siren.  Previous  to  this  a 
large  iron  hoop  was  used  to  summon  the  fire¬ 
men.  Civil  Defense  has  since  provided  a  larger 
siren. 

The  P.  L.  Britton  dray  and  coal  business  was 
purchased  by  Hall  &  Ladner.  Business  in  Lines¬ 
ville  was  doing  quite  well  in  1930  and  increased 
rail  service  was  anticipated. 

On  June  6,  1930  another  respected  local  resi¬ 


dent  died.  Amos  Garwood’s  funeral  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Rev.  Gay  of  the  Universalist  Church. 
One  month  later  the  death  of  George  Stratton, 
local  druggist  for  forty  years,  was  noted. 

Linesville  was  the  scene  of  excitement  in  the 
middle  of  July  1930  when  the  home  of  a  local 
man  was  discovered  to  be  that  of  a  wanted  crim¬ 
inal  from  Washington  County,  Pennsylvania.  The 
man,  Walter  W.  Williams,  was  finally  arrested 
in  Dunkirk,  New  York.  His  wife  and  baby  were 
located  on  the  Cuningham  farm  just  south  of 
town.  Postmaster  H.  D.  Lowing  helped  postal 
authorities  locate  the  family. 

Joseph  F.  Gehring,  Jr.,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Joseph  Gehring,  Sr.,  of  Linesville  drowned  while 
swimming  in  Sharon  where  he  had  been  em¬ 
ployed. 

The  Pymatuning  Swamp  area  which  had 
been  purchased  by  the  state  was  the  scene  of  a 
number  of  serious  fires.  The  local  baseball  team 
was  drafted  into  service  to  help  fight  a  fire  on 
September  12,  1930. 

The  1930  election  was  played  up  big  be¬ 
cause  of  the  Prohibition  issue.  A  movement  was 
on  to  repeal  the  Eighteenth  Amendment.  The 
Linesville  Herald  conducted  a  strong  campaign 
to  have  “dry”  candidates  elected. 

Early  in  December,  1930  work  was  started 
on  the  new  gym-auditorium.  The  seventy  by 
sixty-five-foot  building  was  being  built  behind 
Dr.  Walker’s  office  on  property  donated  by  him. 
The  $2,500  needed  to  build  the  structure  was 
raised  by  subscription.  L.  V.  Wallace  was  pro¬ 
moter  of  the  idea  and  donated  $400.  Local  school 
teachers  and  janitors  provided  $100  and  many 
local  business  men  did  the  same.  L.  V.  Wallace, 
professor  E.  H.  Rohleder,  Dr.  Walker,  Irl  Hill, 
and  R.  V.  Peterson  were  chosen  as  directors  to 
get  the  job  done.  The  building  served  as  a  com¬ 
munity  center  for  many  years. 


—  twenty-four  — 


A  boost  to  the  economy  of  the  area  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  word  that  about  2,000  persons  had 
applied  for  employment  clearing  the  Pymatun- 
ing  Swamp  getting  it  ready  for  the  new  lake. 
One  thousand  men  eventually  were  given  full 
time  work.  Throughout  1932  the  new  dam  was 
the  biggest  news. 

On  January  14,  1932,  at  a  dinner  meeting  at 
the  Travelers  Hotel,  the  Lion’s  Club  of  Lines- 
ville  was  organized.  The  first  president  was  R. 
W.  Peterson.  Dr.  Walker  was  the  first  vice  presi¬ 
dent;  S.  B.  Tripp,  second  vice  president;  Archie 
Waid,  third  vice  president;  Griffing  Garwood, 
secretary  and  treasurer ;  R.  J.  Ferris,  lion  tamer ; 
Powell  Brown,  tail  twister.  The  club  was  organ¬ 
ized  to  provide  service  to  the  community  —  serv¬ 
ice  beyond  charity. 

Tragedy  hit  the  town  on  Saturday,  March 
5,  1932,  when  Charles  Irons  was  killed  in  an  ac¬ 
cident  at  the  family  hatchery.  Mr.  Irons  was  born 
in  Linesville  and  lived  here  his  entire  twenty- 
three  years  except  while  away  at  Ohio  Northern 
University. 

The  annual  fair  provided  a  new  feature  in 
1932  with  an  open  air  meeting  so  that  everyone 
could  be  assured  of  the  opportunity  to  hear  Sec¬ 
retary  of  Agriculture  John  A.  McSparren  speak. 

A  twelve-year-old  Linesville  boy,  Arthur 
Bennett,  was  killed  accidentally  when  his  bicycle 
was  struck  by  a  car  driven  by  Professor  J.  F. 

Miller  September  29,  1932.  Professor  Miller  was 
absolved  of  blame.  The  official  legal  speed  limit 


in  Linesville  at  this  time  was  fifteen  miles  per 
hour.  This  was  increased  to  twenty  miles  per 
hour  in  October  of  this  year. 

Hamburg  was  selling  for  ten  cents  per 
pound  at  Ollie  &  Woodard’s  Store  in  1932.  Gro¬ 
cery  business  was  at  a  new  high  because  of  the 
tent  camp  which  was  erected  near  Linesville  to 
provide  homes  for  some  450  workers  on  the  Py- 
matuning  project.  Linesville  had  an  extremely 
busy  winter. 

School  reorganization  has  been  a  big  issue 
in  recent  years.  However,  contrary  to  popular 
belief,  the  problem  has  been  with  us  for  many 
years.  As  early  as  1933  the  state  superintendenc 
started  a  movement  to  encourage  reducing  the 
number  of  school  districts  in  the  state  from 
2,500  to  500.  The  same  educational  advantages 
were  presented  to  the  Linesville  Area  people  in 
1933  as  have  again  been  presented  in  the  1960’s. 

For  several  years  a  flower  show  was  held  in 
Linesville  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Centen¬ 
ary  Class  of  the  Linesville  Methodist  Church. 
It  grew  to  such  popularity  that  it  soon  became 
too  large  for  the  group  to  handle.  In  1933  it  was 
decided  to  organize  a  Flower-Garden  Club.  The 
first  committee  was  Mrs.  Carrie  Rushmore,  Mrs^ 
Jennie  Woodard,  and  Mrs.  Jennie  Terrill. 

As  early  as  1916  the  Crosby  International 
Silo  Company  was  a  thriving  concern  employing 
ten  salesmen.  Charles  Crosby,  who  started  the 
business  moved  to  Meadville  in  1920,  but  the 
company  remained  in  Linesville.  In  1927  the  cam- 
pany  purchased  the  Bunday  Lumber  Company 
and  combined  the  two  activities.  Mr.  Crosby  be- 


Improved  horse  breeding  extended  into  modern  day.  Fred  Stewart  (below)  and  his  Percheron  stock  were  known  far  and  wide  from 
beginning  of  20th  Century  to  mid-30s.  Stewart  also  was  intensely  interested  in  ponies  as  pleasure  animals,  at  one  time  having  90  head, 
mostly  purebred  Shetlands.  George  Manning  and  son,  Raleigh,  of  Conneaut  Township  raised  Percherons  in  beginning  and  then  changed  to  Bel¬ 
gians.  M.  C.  and  Burke  Thayer  bred  race  horses,  and  Myron  Hendricks  dealt  in  standard  bred  (such  as  on  previous  page),  but  these  went 
out  before  draft  animals  for  being  useful. 


twenty-five 


Revival  of  competitive  sports  came  in  1914  when 
these  boys  organized  bosketball  team.  Dodging 
two  posts  in  middle  of  Opera  House  court  in 
Stratton  Block  against  all  comers  were  Harry 
Morrow,  John  Hill,  Hack  Akens,  Ed  Stratton,  Dude 
Dennis  and  Charley  Turner.  They  came  back  from 
war  to  form  nucleus  of  later  teom.  First  basket¬ 
ball  team  in  Linesville  was  in  1902. 

came  a  United  States  Congressman  and  George 
R.  Wright  was  placed  in  the  position  of  manager 
in  1933.  Mr.  Wright  was  formerly  of  the  Wright 
&  Dickey  Feed  Mill  in  Center  Road. 

During  the  first  sixty  or  seventy  years  of 
Linesville’s  corporate  history,  cultural  aspects 
played  a  big  part  in  every  phase  of  the  com¬ 
munity’s  growth.  The  schools  contributed  much 
to  this  facet  of  community  living.  An  example 
of  this  was  success  in  the  county’s  forensic  con¬ 
tests.  In  1933,  in  competition  with  eight  other 
schools,  the  local  high  school  won  first  prize  in 
violin,  orchestra,  girls’  chorus  and  clarinet  solo. 

The  Pymatuning  Lake  construction  contin¬ 
ued  to  provide  new  interests  to  the  Linesville 
area.  The  local  Anderson  Construction  Company 
received  a  contract  to  work  on  the  causeway  to 
Andover.  Local  young  men  joined  the  Federal 
civil  work  corps  and  were  put  to  work  in  the 
area.  Thiel  College  started  a  summer  school  for 
biology  students.  The  school  was  situated  on  the 
site  of  the  former  work  camp  for  clearing  tl'.e 
swamp. 

As  was  the  case  in  most  communities,  the 
banking  business  in  the  early  thirties  was  on 
snaky  ground.  In  the  summ.er  of  1933  a  public 
meeting  was  held  to  discuss  the  situation  and 
committees  were  formed  to  find  solutions  to  the 
bank’s  financial  plight.  These  people  were  nam.ed 
as  a  committee  of  depositors  to  study  and  to 
make  recommendations:  H.  H.  Rhoades,  Thomas 
Collins,  N.  W.  Johnson,  R.  W.  Turner,  F.  L. 


Head,  W.  E.  Bush,  and  Irl  Hill.  During  this 
troubled  time  additional  business  was  sought  by  ! 

the  bank  by  starting  Saturday  night  opening 
hours.  The  blue  RNA  Eagles  was  displayed  in 
nearly  every  business  window  in  town.  At  about 
the  same  time  a  meeting  was  held  in  Conneaut 
Township  to  lay  plans  for  taxpayers  to  work  out  j 
delinquent  road  taxes.  j 

I 

The  first  drowning  in  Pymatuning  Lake 
happened  soon  after  the  impounding  of  the  first 
water.  Peter  Fries  walked  out  into  a  channel  at¬ 
tempting  to  retrieve  a  bird  he  had  shot. 

In  November  of  1933  the  new  Farmers  and 
Merchants  Bank  was  organized  to  take  the  place 
of  the  failing  Linesville  State  Bank.  Depositors 
lost  twenty  per  cent  of  their  deposits  and  thirty 
per  cent  was  converted  into  bank  stock.  W.  D. 
Wright  was  elected  president  of  the  new  bank,  i 

The  highway  situation  was  extremely  vital 
in  this  period  in  our  history  for  it  was  in  this  era 
that  many  of  our  roads  were  being  taken  out  oi 
the  mud  by  Governor  Pinchot’s  program.  A  local 
man,  Richard  Farley,  was  working  for  the  State  :• 
Highway  Department  when  on  December  23, 
1933,  he  married  Gladys  Stranahan,  county  home  < 
economics  adviser. 

Stores  came  and  went  throughout  the  develop¬ 
ment.  Martin  Brothers  passed  from  the  scene 
in  1934  and  E  .E.  Tripp  moved  and  expanded  his 
variety  store.  The  newly  organized  Farmers  and 
Merchants  Bank  received  its  charter  to  succeed 
the  Linesville  State  Bank  about  the  same  time. 

Preparation  for  agricultural  work  played  an 
important  part  in  the  local  school’s  program.  The  j, 
Future  Farmers  Club  was  active  and  in  1935  ,1 

they  presented  a  program  over  Station  WLBW 
in  Erie.  Wilbur  Van  Winkle,  club  president;  | 

George  Rendulic,  winner  of  a  state  award,  and  ’ 
Professor  J.  F.  Miller  all  participated  in  the  pro-  , 
gram. 

Many  Pennsylvania  Dutch  people  migrated 
to  this  area  in  the  early  history  and  a  few  of  i 
their  descendants  still  occupy  the  original  farms. 
Such  is  the  farm  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Baker 
near  Frey’s  Corners.  Early  in  1800  Heinrich  and  ■ 
Barbara  Frey  came  over  the  rough  trails  from  , 
York,  Pennsylvania,  with  seven  children,  some  i 
sheep  and  cows,  and  an  oxcart.  They  settled  on  j 
land  purchased  from  Joseph  Hayes  and  built  !  I 
a  log  cabin  and  bam  and  started  to  farm.  The  | 
Freys  were  converted  to  Methodism  and  soon  I 
donated  land  and  built  a  church.  This  original  I 
church  was  moved  in  the  early  1930s  and  con¬ 
verted  to  a  barn  on  the  then  Roy  Baker  farm. 
Mrs.  Roy  Baker,  mother  of  George,  was  the  !l 
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granddaughter  of  the  original  settler,  Henry 
Frey.  The  present  occupants  of  the  land,  George 
and  Helen,  have  the  original  deed  and  other  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  early  history  of  this  section  of  our 
community. 

Several  new  stores  opened  in  the  spring  of 
1934.  In  fact  in  March  of  that  year  there  was  not 
one  vacant  store  in  the  business  district.  The 
Crawford  Novelty  Store,  opened  by  K.  M.  Wood¬ 
ard,  was  doing  a  big  business.  A  new  Clover 
Farm  store  was  opened  by  Paul  Barnes  and  L.  V. 
Wallace  remodeled  and  took  over  the  Red  and 
White  Store  business.  E.  E.  Tripp  moved  into  the 
store  vacated  by  Martin  Brothers  and  Parker 
Graff  moved  his  barber  shop  into  the  former 
Tripp  storeroom.  During  this  same  spring  the 

lake  received  its  first  stock  of  fish  and  motor 
boats  were  permitted  on  the  lake  for  the  first 
time. 

Linesville  sewer  system  was  constructed  as 
a  part  of  a  WPA  Project  designed  to  provide 
work  for  men  on  relief.  It  was  completed  in  May 
1934.  Equipment  and  material  was  provided 

through  the  WPA  and  laborers  received  fifty 
cents  per  hour. 


“Where  the  Ducks 
Walk  on  Fish  .  .  .” 

Early  in  1935  a  public  meeting  was  called 
for  the  purpose  of  attempting  to  establish  a 
canning  factory  in  the  Linesville  area.  About  the 
same  time  the  Linesville  Hatchery  management 
was  turned  over  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claud  Irons 
to  their  two  sons,  Gordon  and  Winton.  This  local 
industry  reached  its  peak  in  about  1925  and  had 
grown  from  a  fifty-egg  capacity  to  an  annual 
output  of  150,000  chicks.  Many  thousands  of 
chicks  were  shipped  through  the  post  office  and 
had  much  to  do  with  the  postal  service  being 
eligible  to  reach  a  higher  class,  rating. 

In  1936  an  old  landmark  was  razed  to  make 
room  for  a  new  garage.  Just  south  of  the  U.P. 
Church  the  old  Sheakley  blacksmith  shop  was 
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Linesville  Meets  Challenge 
Grows  During  Depression 

removed  and  Clarence  Ferguson  opened  a  Penn- 
zip  service  station. 

In  1936  Alfred  Landon  was  a  presidential 
candidate.  Mr.  Landon’s  grandfather,  Rev.  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Mossman,  was  pastor  of  the  Linesville 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  1861  and  1862. 
The  church  at  that  time  was  located  at  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Erie  and  Church  streets  and  was  later 
removed  to  Pymatuning  Street  and  is  now  part 
of  the  Traveler’s  Inn. 

Athletics  dominated  the  school  scene  in  1937 
when  Linesville  High  School  won  its  first  Craw¬ 
ford  County  championship.  Linesville  was  rep¬ 
resented  in  the  adult  league  by  the  Flaherty's 
and  the  sports  fans  were  also  entertained  by  a 
lively  team  from  the  CCC  camp. 

The  Wright  &  Dickey  plant  brought  the 
Linesville  area  into  the  international  limelight 
when  they  presented  hobby  horses  to  the  Dionne 
quintuplets.  The  local  plant  primarily  produced 
several  kinds  of  chairs,  but  also  had  a  large  line 
of  sturdy  toys.  In  1938  plans  were  laid  to  double 
the  plant’s  capacity.  The  chairs  used  in  the  Byrd 
expedition  of  the  Antartic  were  made  in  the 
Wright-Dickey  Plant! 

As  we  progress  through  the  thirties  in  the 
twentieth  century,  we  find  the  Pymatuning  Lake 
still  the  center  of  interest.  Beautification  plans 
are  being  developed  and  CCC  camps  are  being 
used  to  do  the  work.  Fishing  on  the  lake  was 
first  legal  July  1,  1937. 

The  first  ministerial  association  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  1936  with  Rev.  Sidney  Kane  as  president. 

The  Lions  Club  was  very  active  during  this 
decade  and  sponsored  many  community  happen¬ 
ings.  One  highlight  was  the  1936  banquet  honor¬ 
ing  the  students  of  the  local  high  school  -  girls’ 
and  boys’  basketball  teams ;  Lionel  Giddings, 
Keystone  Farmer  of  Pennsylvania;  June  Gar¬ 
wood,  winner  soprano  soloist  of  Crawford  Coun¬ 
ty,  and  Robert  W.  Miller,  forensic  declamation 
winner. 

Plans  were  lai^  and  construction  started  by 
the  Irons  Brothers  on  the  development  of  a  res¬ 
ort  center  of  cabins,  park,  and  gas  station  on  the 
Bunday  estate.  The  new  resort  was  called  Pyma¬ 
tuning  Park. 

The  first  reported  drowning  in  Pymatuning 
Lake  was  that  of  a  22-year-old  school  teacher, 
Mrs.  Lyle  Redfoot,  from  F'redonia.  It  was  be¬ 
lieved  that  she  would  have  been  saved  if  motor 
boats  had  been  available  to  speed  up  the  rescue. 
The  death  occurred  in  May,  1937. 


The  increase  in  tourist  trade  initiated  the 
impetus  to  organize  a  local  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  in  July,  1937.  Miller  Lacey  was  elected 
president;  Dr.  George  Buehler,  vice  president, 
and  W.  H.  Greene,  secretary-treasurer. 

The  greatest  news  for  tourism  came  to  our 
town  when  the  State  Game  Commission  an¬ 
nounced  plans  for  a  forty-five  acre  game  refuge 
and  a  wildlife  museum.  About  this  same  time  the 
“ducks  walk  on  the  fish”  phenomena  was  fea¬ 
tured  in  Robert  L.  Ripley’s  “Believe  It  or  Not” 
column.  A  united  effort  was  organized  during 
this  same  period  to  head  off  a  movement  to  re¬ 
locate  Route  6  around  Crawford  County. 

Historical  records  of  the  Linesville  area  were 
sealed  in  the  foundation  of  the  L.  V.  Wallace 
building,  west  of  Dr.  Walker’s  office.  Mi'.  Wal¬ 
lace,  always  interested  in  history  of  his  commun¬ 
ity,  enclosed  samples  of  local  items  in  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  his  building.  The  purpose  was  that 
someday,  many  years  hence,  the  items  may  be  of 
interest  to  another  generation  or  even  a  future 
civilization.  If  the  building  should  ever  be  torn 
down,  an  interesting  story  of  1938  will  be  found. 

The  elementary  school  at  Graham  Corners 
on  Creek  (Padan)  Road  was  built  in  1938  by 

Moss  &  DeArment  of  Conneaut  Lake.  Forty-five 
percent  of  the  $27,000  cost  was  furnished  by  the 
Federal  government.  The  same  year  the  first 
plans  were  submitted  to  Harrisburg  for  a  con¬ 
solidated  high  school.  As  history  develops  and 
the  community  grows  and  changes,  many  good 
things  happen  and  many  tragedies  occur.  Early 
in  1938  the  town  was  shocked  by  the  sudden 
death  of  Mary  Margaret,  fourteen,  and  Louise, 
eleven,  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leo  Ladner.  The 
girls  were  burned  to  death  in  their  home  on 
South  Pymatuning  Street  when  Mary  poured 
kerosene  into  the  kitchen  stove. 

As  the  decade  draws  to  a  close,  the  voters 
of  Linesville  voted  289  to  22  in  favor  of  a  $13,000 
bond  issue  to  finance  a  sewage  disposal  plant. 
Plans  called  for  the  plant  to  be  built  by  the 
WPA.  Sewer  lines  were  laid,  but  the  disposal 
plant  is  still  far  from  a  reality. 

Late  in  the  final  year  of  the  decade,  Dr. 
Francis  E.  Townsend,  head  of  the  Townsend  pen¬ 
sion  plan,  visited  Linesville.  The  Townsend  plan 
was  very  popular  in  this  area.  Charles  Blair  was 
president  of  the  local  club  and  Dr.  Townsend 
spent  his  time  in  Linesville  visiting  at  the  Blair 
home. 

The  end  of  the  1930s  arrived  with  rumors 
of  war.  It  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  local 
residents  when  a  carload  of  brass  left  the,  Lines¬ 
ville  station  to  be  used  for  munitions. 
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1940-50:  War-Boom  Times 


Chapter  8 

T 

J-he  period  leading  up  to,  during,  and  follow¬ 
ing  the  war  in  Europe  and  Asia  touched  the 
lives  of  nearly  everyone  in  the  Linesville  area. 
Many  young  men  and  young  women  left  the  area 
and  came  back  older  and  wiser.  The  effect  of 
the  war  was  not  noticeable  on  the  surface,  but 
the  lives  and  hearts  of  most  homes  suffered, 
readjusted,  and  recovered  to  go  on  as  normally 
as  possible. 

The  new  decade  entered  with  business  and 
agriculture  on  the  up  swing  and  the  predictions 
for  a  prosperous  economic  period  were  running 
high.  The  movement  to  restore  motor  boats  to 
Pymatuning  Lake  was  again  momentum  —  a 
blizzard  hit  the  area  on  February  14,  1940,  the 
worst  in  years.  Montgomery’s  Isaly  Store  pro¬ 
vided  free,  hot  coffee  for  the  men  who  worked 
all  night  trying  to  keep  the  roads  open  —  The 
old  Lions  Club  became  the  Lines  Club  —  Erie 
Street  east  to  be  widened  four  feet  by  WPA 
funds  —  Sportsmen’s  Council  was  organized  to 
promote  local  athletics  —  The  school  taxes  in 
1940  were  about  $7,000 ;  the  borough  taxes  aboiit 
$7,000  and  the  amount  paid  by  residents  to  Bun- 
day  Water  Company  was  about  $7,000  —  A  big 
Easter  egg  hunt  was  held  on  the  museum  grouna 
at  the  game  pefuge  —  Doctor  Sturdevant  pur¬ 
chased  the  buildings  owned  by  F.  J.  Shattuck, 
who  closed  his  business  —  The  first  registration 
day  for  the  draft  was  held  in  October  1940  with 
140  local  men  signing.  Carl  Reynolds  was  the 
first  local  registrant  — 

Republican  candidate  for  president,  Wendell 
L.  Wilkie  stopped  for  a  few  minutes  on  October 
24,  1940.  Over  2,000  persons  gathered  at  the  de¬ 
pot  to  see  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkie,  and  Senators 
Davis  and  Taft.  The  crowd  heard  short  speeches 


from  the  senators  and  saw  officer  Ed  Roxberry 
present  a  beautiful  bouquet  to  Mrs.  Wilkie. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Bankert,  local  physician  left  for 
army  service,  December  1940  —  Roger  Lowing, 
local  musician,  died  at  the  age  of  25  —  The 
three  year  project  of  constructing  the  Linesville 
Fish  Hatchery  was  started  in  December  1940  — 
National  Defense  courses  offered  to  Linesville- 
Conneaut  men  ages  17  to  25  —  Wendell  Wilkie 
reported  from  England  that  U.S.  troops  would 
not  be  needed  to  defeat  Germany  —  Linesville 
defeated  Springboro  100  to  13  —  Meetings  were 
being  held  in  the  early  1940’s  to  attempt  to  form 
a  school  consolidation  between  Conneaut,  Pine, 
Linesville,  and  Summit  —  Ray  Abercrombie, 
1941  senior  at  Clarion  State  College,  was  placed 
on  all-state  football  team  and  received  an  offer 
from  Brooklyn  Dodgers  professional  team  — 
U.S.  Savings  Bonds  and  Postal  Stamps  go  on 
sale  at  the  local  post  office  —  Bob  Walker  re¬ 
ceives  scholarship  to  Dickinson  Law  School  to 
start  in  1942  —  A  dog  with  rabies  was  shot  by 
Ed  Roxberry  after  it  had  bitten  several  residents. 
The  town  was  placed  on  a  100  day  quarantine 
and  all  dogs  ordered  to  be  kept  tied  —  J.  F.  Mc- 
Geever,  local  coach  resigns  to  accept  coaching 
position  at  Allegheny  College.  Miss  Margaret 
Cook  leaves  local  school  to  accept  a  position  with 
State  College  extension  service  —  Miss  Virginia 
Daugherty  of  Linesville  was  killed  in  an  auto¬ 
mobile  accident  in  1941  —  Flint  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany  opens  in  the  Bernard  building  on  Penn 
Street  with  Hugo  Litwiler  as  manager  —  In  Sep¬ 
tember,  Linesville  was  under  a  two-week  quar¬ 
antine  after  a  case  of  infantile  paralysis  was 
found.  Schools  were  closed  for  two  weeks  and 
no  public  gatherings,  including  church,  were  held. 
Persons  under  18  were  not  permitted  to  attend 
the  theater,  bowling  alley  or  other  public  places 
—  Ed  Roxberry  was  sector  warden  and  instituted 


G.  T.  Gre«ne  country  home,  “The  Pine*,” 
became  home  of  Linesville  VFW  Post 
in  1950.  It  burned  in  1961  and  has 
been  replaced  by  new  home. 
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a  series  of  civilian  defense  classes  two  nights  per 
week.  Thirty-five  men  attended  under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  senior  wardens,  L.  V.  Wallace,  Frank 

Stelle,  Earl  Campbell,  Henry  Kiverman,  Frank 
Bell,  and  Donald  Gaylord  —  Milk  sold  at  Bollard’s 
Dairy  for  12  cents  a  quart  in  1942  —  Council 
and  supervisors  were  faced  with  the  serious  prob¬ 
lems  of  housing  and  sanitation  when  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  that  10,000  workers  would  be  employed 
at  Keystone  TNT  plant  —  Tire  and  tube  ration¬ 
ing  became  critical  locally  in  the  1940’s,  espec¬ 
ially  for  pleasure  cars  —  Johnson  Tool  and  Mfg. 
Co.  located  on  North  Pymatuning  Street  in  1942. 

Additional  highlights  in  the  1940’s  included 
the  Easter  Sunrise  Service  held  on  state  grounds 
at  the  museum  —  Abbott  and  Costello  in  “Rio 
Rita”  was  featured  at  the  local  theater  —  Henry 
T.  Wheeler  was  appointed  chairman  of  Crawford 
County  Civilian  Defense  Council  —  Coot  Butter¬ 
field  brought  down  a  14  point  225  pound  deer 
near  the  north  edge  of  the  lake  —  Albert  Moss 
reported  being  a  prisoner  of  the  Japanese  after 
the  battle  of  Pearl  Harbor  — 


High  point  of  J.  F.  (Bunk,  now  Dr.)  McGeever 
coaching  career  wcrs  this  1941  team  which  was 
undefeated  in  20  games,  winning  the  District  10 
championship.  McGeever,  who  had  only  one  losing 
team  (his  lost),  turned  out  nearly  a  dozen  cham¬ 
pions  from  1935  to  1955. 


Hon.  F.  J.  Shattuck  died  on  February  9,  1943 

—  Air  raid  siren  warning  signals  put  into  effect 

—  Christian  and  Missionary  Alliance  Church  was 
organized  in  November  1942  and  purchased  the 
Brown  property  on  East  Erie  Street  in  March 
1943  —  Linesville  and  other  Crawford  County 
farmers  were  accused  by  the  Pittsburgh  Post 
Gazette  of  selling  meat  on  the  black  market  and 
selling  meat  unfit  for  human  consumption  — 
Mrs.  Polly  Everett  celebrated  her  100th  birth¬ 
day  —  Linesville  Post  Office  again  becomes 
second  class  —  Lt.  Jack  Balias  was  the  first  gold 
star  attached  to  the  Penn  Line  Service  Flag  — 
Ludwig  Zarembinski  was  seen  here  in  the  movie, 
“Crash  Dive,”  which  was  made  while  he  was 
stationed  at  a  submarine  base  in  New  London, 
Conn*  -  Neil  Griffing  died  suddenly  at  age  25  — 
Paul  Britton  home  on  leave,  was  injured  and  his 
car  demolished,  returning  from  a  dance. 

Linesville  lOOF  celebrated  its  100  year  an¬ 
niversary  —  Keystone  TNT  plant  was  closed  — 
Carl  Lisk  was  reported  missing  is  action  in  Italy 

—  Campaign  to  purchase  new  fire  truck  success¬ 
ful  —  Pymatuning  Lake  Association  organized 

—  Clement  Irons  missing  over  Germany  —  Dial 
telephone  put  into  service  —  Henretta  Memorial 
Library  dedicated  in  Harmonsburg  —  Local 
F.  F.  A,  chapter  pick  and  sell  elderberries  to 
jelly  company  —  Traveler  Hotel  sold  after  be¬ 
ing  in  the  Van  Sicklin  family  for  61  years  — 
Merry  airport  opened  for  flying  instruction  — 
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Keeping  Up  at  Home  Marks  Midcentury 


Lt.  Ray  Abercrombie  wounded  in  action  in  Italy 
and  Pvt.  Don  Hunt  missing  in  action  in  France. 

A  great  amount  of  the  information  con¬ 
tained  in  this  section  about  the  Linesville  young 
men  and  women  in  service  during  World  War  11 
was  taken  from  the  “Hi  Soldier”  articles  written 
each  week  in  the  Herald  by  Geny  Giddings.  One 
of  the  most  loyal  persons  we  read  about  was  Fay 
White  Madigan.  Fay  kept  a  picture  in  the  drug 
store  window  of  nearly  every  person  in  service 
from  the  Linesville  area,  and  wore  out  a  type¬ 
writer  writing  letters  to  each  of  them  individ¬ 
ually  —  Charles  Reed  from  Conneaut  Township 
was  killed  in  action  and  Charles  Rudler  was  re¬ 
ported  missing  in  action  —  Summit  Township 
School  was  destroyed  by  fire ;  provision  were 
made  for  the  students  to  be  transported  to  Lines¬ 
ville  until  other  arrangements  could  be  made. 
The  Linesville  Community  Building  was  con¬ 
verted  to  classrooms  after  basketball  season 
ended.  Meetings  were  held  on  February,  1945 
relative  to  building  a  central  high  school  for 
Linesville,  Conneaut,  and  Summit  students. 
Plans  were  slow  in  formulating  because  the 
town’s  conservatives  wanted  to  build  the  school 
without  state  aid  —  Niles  Stevens  was  killed 
in  a  plane  crash  —  In  April,  1945,  the  A.  B. 
Griffing  plant  was  sold  for  a  Frozen  Food  Lock¬ 
er  Plant  to  C.  V.  and  Lloyd  Peden  — 

The  Linesville  Fire  Department  was  official¬ 
ly  organized  in  1945,  and  committees  were 
formed  to  raise  funds  and  renovate  the  second 
floor  of  the  town  hall  for  club  rooms.  Howard 
Woodard  was  president  of  the  newly  formed 
Linesville  Fire  Relief  Association  —  Youth  Club 
continues  after  first  successful  year.  President 
Bob  Henry  was  re-elected  with  Jim  Merry  as 
his  vice-president  —  Helen  Moon  Wallace  Camp 
was  constructed  on  a  15-acre  plot  on  the  Wallace 
farm.  The  officers  were  H.  M.  Mershon,  presi¬ 
dent  ;  Inez  Smith,  secretary ;  Della  Wetherall,  trea¬ 
surer.  L.  V.  Wallace  assembled  the  largest  his¬ 
torical  display  in  the  county  —  The  R.  V.  Peter¬ 
son  funeral  home  was  purchased  by  M.  M. 
Maryott  of  Towanda,  New  York. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  purchase  the  Bun- 
day  Water  Company  by  the  formation  of  a  mu¬ 
nicipal  authority.  The  members  of  the  board 
were  Curtis  Griffing,  Arden  Jackson,  R.  V.  Pet¬ 
erson,  L.  V.  Wallace,  and  Winton  Irons  —  C.  J. 
Lytle’s  Julian’s  Jewelry,  a  new  store  —  Blaine 
Watson  opened  a  new  building  for  his  garage ; 
leaving  room  for  Bert  Jones  to  expand  his  home 
furnishings  store  —  J.  E.  Van  ^cklin  passed 


away  in  his  sleep  at  age  70,  after  many  years 
in  the  hotel  business  —  Goodenow-Herscher  Cor¬ 
poration  was  formed  in  1946,  replacing  Goode- 
now’s  Linesville  Hardware  and  Supply  Company 
—  George  Oliver  reopened  the  Amoco  station  in 
February,  1946;  about  the  same  time  the  Tripp 
Cut-Rate  changed  hands,  Irl  Hill  purchased  92 
acres  of  the  Gee  farm. 

Giddings  and  Neal  Flying  Service  gave  fly¬ 
ing  instructions  at  Merry  Airport  —  James 
Jewell  bought  Isaly’s  from  W.  H.  Montgomery 
in  April,  1946,  and  a  few  weeks  later,  G.  T. 
Klinger  purchased  the  Wallace  Store  —  Lines¬ 
ville  Hatchery  and  the  Ironses  were  a  part  of 
the  history  of  the  town.  Members  of  the  family 
became  school  teachers,  turkey  farmers,  motel 
and  restaurant  owners  —  E.  W.  Rohleder  re¬ 
signed  as  principal  after  17  years  in  the  local 
schools.  His  resignation  followed  several  board 
meetings  during  which  the  board  and  former 
teacher,  Mr.  McGeever,  acting  principal,  were 
negotiating  terms  for  his  return.  Mr.  Ralph 
Theuret  was  elected  to  replace  Mr.  Rohleder  — 
Auto  Mart  opened  in  August  1946,  and  the 
Travelers  Inn  reopened  with  Bernie  Armstrong 
of  Pittsburgh  and  other  KDKA  entertainers,  pro¬ 
viding  the  entertainment. 

The  first  jointure  contract  between  Lines¬ 
ville,  Conneaut,  and  Summit  was  signed  on 
November  18,  1946  for  the  purpose  of  operating 
a  junior-senior  high  school  program. 

The  year  1947  began  with  business  pros¬ 
pects  bright.  This  was  the  period  when  Lines¬ 
ville  was  spreading,  especially  to  the  east.  The 
new  buildings  across  from  the  greenhouse  were 
in  full  swing  —  Allan  Gilliland  became  a  partner 
in  the  Wright-Dickey  Chair  Factory,  Richard  Bol- 


Forty-eight  inches  snow  fell  in  24  hours  following 
sundown  Dec.  11,  1944,  brought  traffic  to  screech¬ 
ing  holt.  Some  places  didn't  get  dug  out  all 
winter. 


—  thirty-one 


The  War  Over,  Build  for  Future 


lard’s  pasteurizing  plant,  Church  Street  exten¬ 
sion  started  operation. 

W.  W.  Clark,  local  school  teacher  died  on 
his  way  to  classes  —  Ed  Roxberry  took  over  the 
dray  business  of  Cecil  Campion.  This  was  the 
former  business  of  Hall  and  Lfadner  who  had 
bought  out  Paul  Britton.  Previous  to  that, 
Charles  Brooks  and  Harley  Ward  owned  it.  When 
it  was  strictly  a  horse  and  wagon  business,  it 
was  owned  by  Sextus  Fowler  who  had  pur¬ 
chased  it  from  the  Harveys,  Lee  and  Lou  — 
Midlake  Golf  Course  on  Route  6,  five  miles  north 
of  Linesville  opened  on  Memorial  Day,  1947  — 

Guy  T.  Greene  died  suddenly  at  the  age  of  70  on 
September  8,  1947  — 

An  airplane  crashed  into  Pymatuning  Lake 
while  searching  for  two  drowned  bodies,  Novem¬ 
ber  20,  1947  — 

As  the  last  few  years  of  the  1940s  draw  to 
a  close,  local  history  is  marked  by  continued 
growth  and  expansion.  Early  in  1948,  for 
example,  the  VFW  Post  7842,  which  had  been 
chartered  just  two  years  earlier,  purchased  War¬ 
ing  Terrace  in  front  of  the  new  school  property 
on  East  Erie  Street.  Frank  Grounds  purchased 
the  Flint  Lumber  Company  and  H.  S.  Litwiler 
was  retained  to  manage  the  new  Grounds  Lum¬ 
ber  Company. 

Albertus  L.  Young,  better  known  as  Bert  to 
nearly  everyone  in  Linesville  died  suddenly  at 
the  age  of  66.  He  and  his  horse  and  wagon  were 
common  sights  in  Linesville  and  his  passing 
marked  the  end  of  a  definite  era  in  local  history. 

On  February  5,  1948,  on  a  28  below  zero 
Saturday  morning,  the  local  fire  siren  broke  the 
silent  air.  It  gave  notice  to  what  turned  out  to  be 
Linesville’s  most  destructive  fire  in  40  years. 
The  Johnson  Machine  Specialties  and  Johnson 
Precision  and  Tool  Company  were  practically 
wiped  out  by  the  sudden  inferno.  The  plant 
was  on  North  Pymatuning  Street  and  the  Joss 
was  estimated  at  close  to  $100,000  — 

The  last  of  the  passenger  train  service  out 
of  Linesville  came  in  April  1948  when  the  Public 
Utility  Commission  gave  the  Pennsylvania  Rail¬ 
road  permission  to  discontinue  the  service.  This 
left  residents  of  Linesville  with  the  Merry  Bus 
Line  service  to  Meadville  as  their  only  public 
conveyance.  This  was  an  end  of  another  era,  for 
it  was  not  too  many  years  before  when  trains 
and  street  cars  were  pulling  in  and  out  of  sta¬ 
tions  hourly  — 


A  very  excellent  layman’s  explanation  of 
financing  necessary  for  the  new  school  to  be 
built  as  a  consolidated  high  school  for  Linesville, 
Conneaut,  and  Summit  children  appeared  m  the 
Herald  on  April  22,  1948.  The  school  became  a 
reality,  but  not  for  several  years.  School  finances 
have  always  been  a  great  issue  for  discussion.  It 
was  at  this  time  in  the  history  of  the  local 
schools  that  Summit  Township  hit  upon  a  new 
source  of  revenue  —  the  ten  per  cent  amusement 
tax.  This  brings  in  many  thousands  of  dollars 
each  year  from  Conneaut  Lake  Park,  most  of 
which  comes  from  out  of  the  district  visitors. 

An  ambitious  summer  recreation  program 
was  conducted  in  the  community  for  several 
years.  Among  the  highlights  of  this  program 
was  swimming  lessons  at  the  Helen  Moon  Wal¬ 
lace  Park,  general  recreation  program  and  a 
summer  music  program.  Skateland,  Linesville 
roller  skating  rink,  was  also  open  for  business. 

Dr.  Ella  J.  Collins  died  on  June  16,  1948 
at  age  91  —  H.  H.  Sheakley,  veteran  blacksmith, 
passed  away  at  age  69  on  January  8,  1949  — 

In  1949  the  major  items  throughout  the 
year  as  recorded  in  the  local  newspaper  dealt 
with  school  activities,  athletics,  clubs,  vocational 
agriculture,  and  home  economics  contests,  P.T.A., 
band  uniforms,  and  the  fight  to  obtain  approval 
for  a  school  building  authority,  had  a  prominent 
place  throughout  the  year. 

The  University  of  Pittsburgh  announced 
plans  for  establishing  an  institution  of  ecology 
and  biology  laboratory  in  the  Linesville  area  — 

The  program  of  building  a  sewage  disposal 
plant  was  again  brought  to  the  foreground  in 
1949.  A  contract  was  let  to  Paul  Britton  to  build 
the  plant  at  an  estimated  $40,000. 

The  six  room  Linesville  Elementary  School 
was  built  in  1949  by  volunteer  workers  and  with¬ 
out  state  regulations  or  state  aid.  Although  the 
building  did  not  include  ventilation,  health  room, 
library,  or  other  facets  considered  minimum  es¬ 
sentials  today,  many  fine  students  have  passed 
through  its  doors.  This  building  made  possible 
by  the  combined  effort  of  many  citizens,  was 
the  first  new  school  building  in  Linesville  since 
1880! 

This  brings  our  history  up  to  1950.  To  this 
point  we  have  seen  Linesville  develop  from  a 
‘beautiful  but  desolate  wooded  area  to  a  com¬ 
fortable,  still  beautiful,  prosperous  town  with 
people  embedded  with  the  principle  of  the  broth¬ 
erhood  of  man. 


thirty-two  — 


1950-60: 


A  pause,  Move  Again 


Chapter  9 

A 

-Z  A-s  we  enter  the  era  in  our  history  when 
the  scars  of  war  have  finally  started  to  heal, 
our  town  hit  a  period  when  little  change  took 
place,  this  was  a  period  of  reminiscing  and  fu¬ 
ture  planning. 

As  the  new  elementary  school  building 
neared  completion,  many  memories  drifted 
back  50  years  to  the  experiences  of  early 
school  days.  Even  though  the  new  building 
was  to  be  very  limited  in  many  ways,  it  was 
new,  and  with  newness  comes  enthusiastic 
anticipation.  Marked  events  were  the  building 
of  the  new  school,  settling  of  several  industries 
and  expanding  of  Eymatuning  Resources. 

Grant  Woodard  was  the  new  burgess  after 
having  served  four  years  on  council  and  one 
year  as  borough  auditor.  The  new  burgess 
started  his  term  by  proclaiming  January  16- 
21,  1950,  as  Hoover  Report  Week,  as  a  part  of 
a  county-wide  program  to  urge  congressional 
support  of  the  reform  of  the  executive  branch 


of  the  federal  government.  Other  business 
being  considered  at  this  time  was  another 
feasability  study  for  the  construction  of  a 
sewage  disposal  plant.  Each  decade  the  mat¬ 
ter  is  discussed  and  surveys  made.  It  would 
be  a  safe  prediction  that  the  needed  service 
will  be  a  reality  only  after  it  has  been  ordered 
by  the  state  government. 

The  final  closing  of  the  Rieck-McJunkin 
Linesville  plant  in  October,  1950,  ended  a  per¬ 
iod  of  the  small  milk  receiving  stations  and 
the  beginning  of  the  practice  of  hauling  milk 
directly  from  the  farm  to  the  processing 
plants.  The  building  was  purchased  by  Andrev; 
W.  Wylie  for  a  die  casting  plant  which  op¬ 
erated  until  1965. 

On  November  25,  1950,  one  of  the  biggest 
blizzards  in  the  town’s  history  hit  the  area. 
Traffic  was  at  a  standstill  and  only  a  few 
stores  were  able  to  open  for  several  days.  The 
Woodard  Store  received  considerable  damage 
when  the  snow  caused  roof  to  cave  in. 

Early  in  1951,  council  was  faced  with  the 
problem  of  a  lack  of  parking  spaces  on  the 
business  block.  The  logical  step  was  to  devise 


Ray  Skkies  came  here  a«  Pymatuning 
Game  Refuge  Keeper  in  1941  .  .  .  sights 
like  this  gave  birth  to  idea  for  goose 
hunters  paradise  here  .  .  .  Sickles,  noiv 
Pennsylvania’s  Waterfowl  Agent,  still  re¬ 
sides  on  Ford  Island,  in  midst  of  one  of 
United  States  greatest  wild  waterfowl 
concentrations. 


—  thirty-three  — 


a  method  which  would  discourage  people  from 
parking  all  day  in  front  of  a  store.  Several 
solutions  were  presented.  Opposition  to  park¬ 
ing  meters  was  expressed  by  the  Linesville 
Herald  in  editorials.  The  meters  were  installed. 

The  local  school  board  approved  a  plan 
to  provide  released  time  from  school  so  that 
children  could  attend  Bible  Study  classes  in 
local  churches.  This  practice  has  remained  in 
the  elementary  schools  ever  since. 

R.  A.  Theuret  resigned  as  supervising 
principal  of  the  local  schools  after  five  years. 
Mr.  Joseph  Means  was  employed  to  replace 
Mr.  Theuret. 

Christie  Bollard,  daughter  of  Bea  and 
Doc,  was  stricken  with  polio.  Christie  spent 
many  weeks  in  an  iron  lung  at  Lakeview  Hos¬ 
pital  in  Erie  and  later  was  transferred  to  Zem 
Zem  Hospital.  Fifteen  years  later  the  popular 
young  lady  is  making  a  success  of  college  life 
as  she  studies  at  Clarion  State  College  for  a 
career  as  librarian. 

Jack  Sindlinger,  who  was  wounded  and 
received  a  citation  for  courage  and  gallantry 
while  fighting  in  Korea,  was  discharged  from 
the  Marines  in  1951. 

In  1952,  the  boro  signed  an  agreement  to 
lease  a  police  cruiser.  This  was  Linesville’s 
first  police  car. 

School  news  in  1952  included  final  plans 
being  drawn  for  the  new  high  school,  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  the  first  high  school  principal,  J.  R. 
Abercrombie,  the  resignation  of  Leo  Harkins 
as  teacher  and  coach,  and  the  opening  of  the 
first  kindergarten.  Mrs.  Gordon  (Perilla) 
Whitesmith  was  the  teacher. 


Rare  angle  on  old  school  taken  in  1909,  shortly 
after  wing  this  way  was  added.  South  wing  was 
built  in  1915.  First  school  on  site  was  faur-room 
two-story.  It  was  razed  in  1955. 


The  Molded  Fiberglass  Tray  Company  pur¬ 
chased  the  Watson-Morrison  building  in  No¬ 
vember  1952.  A1  Levenhagen,  vice  president  of 
the  Molded  Resin  Fiber  Company  of  Ashta¬ 
bula  came  to  town  to  organize  the  new  com¬ 
pany.  It  started  with  about  twenty-five  em¬ 
ployees  and  has  expanded  and  diversified  until 
it  is  now  one  of  the  biggest  manufacturing 
plants  in  western  Crawford  County. 

Mrs.  Grace  Shattuck  Bail,  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Shattuck  who  lived  in  Lines¬ 
ville  for  many  years,  published  four  books  of 
poetry. 

The  traffic  light  in  Linesville  was  in¬ 
stalled  in  January  1953,  and  for  years  was 
only  in  full  operation  a  few  hours  each  day  and 
on  weekends  —  Fire  at  the  Turkey  Farm  des¬ 
troyed  35  young  breeding  turkeys  —  One  year 
later  a  flood  destroyed  a  like  number  —  Alle¬ 
gheny  College  students  drove  out  to  Lines¬ 
ville  in  October,  1953,  and  gave  the  entire 
Universalist  Church  a  coat  of  paint  —  Earle 
Madigan  was  the  first  Democrat  Burgess  in 
Linesville  in  20  years.  He  edged  out  Gordon 
Irons  in  1953  by  12  votes  —  Ed  Angerer, 
Linesville’s  master  craftsman,  was  a  cabinet 
maker,  pattern  maker,  musician,  and  artist. 
The  last  violin  he  made  was  a  beautiful  inlaid 
instrument  made  up  of  more  than  11,000 
pieces  —  The  1  per  cent  earned  income  tax 
was  first  adopted  in  1954  —  The  old  Lines¬ 
ville  high  school  property  at  the  Y  was  sold 
to  Ralph  Merry  and  the  contract  to  raze  the 
building  was  awarded  to  the  State  Road  Lum¬ 
ber  Company  of  Ohio. 

—  Lewis  Roberts  opened  his  frozen  food 
plant  at  the  airport  in  November,  1954  — 
The  first  franchise  to  permit  natural  gas  in 
Linesville  was  issued  in  1955  to  the  Conneaut 
Valley  Gas  Company  —  LCS  first  gym  show 
and  May  Queen  program  was  in  1955  with 
Bea  Marie  Collins  (Levenhagen)  being 
crowned  queen. 

J.  F.  McGeever  resigned  in  1955  as  teach¬ 
er-coach  of  the  local  high  school  after  serving 
here  for  21  years  —  Herald  favors  a  state 
sales  tax  in  1955  — 

In  1956:  Alvin  Palmer  captured  an  armed 
burglar  in  the  act  of  trying  to  oj)en  the  safe 
in  the  mill’s  office  —  Sally  Ann  Frobese  was 
valedictorian  —  Linesville  funeral  director, 
Morley  Maryott,  died  of  a  heart  attack  at  age 
56.  A  few  weeks  later  the  home  was  purchased 
by  Thurman  Houghton  —  New  fire  truck  re¬ 
ceived  —  Harold  Lowing,  Herald  editor,  died 
at  age  67  — 


—  thirty-four  — 


Linesville  opened  second  half  of  20th  Century  with  greatest  project,  million  dollar  junior-senior  high  school  building,  completed  in  1955. 

— Aerial  view  by  A.  F.  Bodisch 


Dr.  Herman  Walker  was  given  a  surprise 
testimonial  by  the  entire  community  after  46 
years  of  hard  work  in  the  community  — 

In  1957:  A  plan  was  presented  by  Ralph 
Ferris,  Pymatuning  resident  engineer,  sug¬ 
gesting  that  Pine  Township  by  split  up  into 
four  parts  each  part  to  become  a  part  of  a 
neighboring  district,  thus  dissolving  the  local 
township.  The  plan  was  turned  down  by  Pine 
Township  residents  —  John  Van  Bockern, 
Junior  LCS,  was  rated  as  the  number  one 
clarinetist  in  Pa.  —  Pine  trees,  worth  $17,000 
and  owned  by  the  Linesville  chapter  of  the 
F.F.A.  were  completely  destroyed  by  fire  — 
Judy  Levenhagen  was  elected  Miss  Crawford 
County  —  Dr.  Benjamin  Ponek,  Osteopathic 
physician-surgeon,  opened  an  office  in  Lines¬ 
ville  in  October  1957  —  Chamber  of  Commerce 
was  reorganized  in  December  1957. 

In  1958:  Northwest  District  Chorus,  Rob¬ 
ert  Mitchum  guest  conductor,  was  hosted  in 
Linesville  in  1958  —  John  Neal  won  a  $1,000 
scholarship  after  winning  the  valedictorial 
spot  in  the  class  of  1958  —  LCS  Joint  Board 


budget  was  overspent  $18,000  in  1958.  Con- 
neaut  Township  had  to  borrow  $16,000  — 
Richard  Sager  buys  the  Johnson  Precision 
Tool  Company  and  began  production  as  TeLO- 
Post — Joseph  Means,  Supervising  Principal  of 
LCS  Schools  died  of  a  heart  attack  in  November 
1958.  A1  Moon  of  the  County  School  office 
filled  in  until  a  new  Chief  School  Administrat¬ 
or  was  elected.  Dr.  John  Reed  remained  until 
1961,  when  Dr.  Dennis  Burke  was  elected  to 
the  position.  The  present  supervising  principal, 
Rex  Murphy  replaced  Dr.  Burke  in  March 
1966  —  Motor  boat  bill  for  Pymatuning  was 
finally  approved  in  August  1959.  The  first 
motors  were  limited  to  six  horsepower.  This 
was  later  increased  to  ten. 

As  the  decade  closed,  we  find  only  a 
small  amount  of  change.  The  village  is  getting 
more  and  more  state  and  national  publicity 
and  greater  numbers  of  visitors  visit  us  every 
year.  The  local  residents  and  business  men  are 
making  every  effort  to  adjust  from  a  stable 
local  economy  to  one  which  depends  on  out¬ 
side  visitors. 


—  thirty-five  — 


1960s:  Accomplishment,  Growth 


Chapter  10 

A 

jL  \-s  the  present  decade  was  ushered  in,  we  find 
Richard  H.  Bollard  as  president  of  the  borough 
council  and  George  Campbell  president  of  the 
joint  school  board.  Sewer  problems  were  the 
main  items  for  council  discussions,  while  the 
school  board  was  attempting  to  collect  $45,600 
which  had  been  advanced  to  the  school  building 
authority  for  equipment  for  the  new  high  school. 

The  decade  also  started  with  excitement  at 
the  local  high  school  when  a  hoax  bomb  scare  was 
received  and  the  building  had  to  be  evacuated 
and  searched.  Other  major  school  news  in  1060 
was  the  administration’s  and  school  board’s  con¬ 
cern  over  the  apathy  of  parents  and  school  re¬ 
ports  concerning  grades  and  school  attendance. 

In  Feb.,  1960,  Linesville  received  word  of 
the  promotion  of  a  local  resident,  Kay  Sickles, 
as  Pennsylvania  Waterfowl  Management  Agent. 

Parking  meters  were  installed  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  district  and  went  into  effect  April  18,  1960. 

Sixty  planes  appeared  at  Merry  Airport  and 
thrilled  a  crowd  of  nearly  1000  with  the  town’s 
first  Air  Fair.  The  entertainment  included  para¬ 
chutists,  rides  and  flying  demonstrations.  The 
fair  was  under  the  direction  of  Jerry  Bollard, 
owner  of  Bollard’s  Aviation  Service. 

Also  in  1960  a  group  of  Conneaut  Township 
residents,  led  by  Herman  Loucks,  attended  a 
school  board  meeting  to  protest  spending  so  much 
money  on  the  schools.  Mr.  Loucks  stated  that  the 
board  should  refuse  to  do  some  of  the  things  the 
state  insisted  on  being  in  the  school.  The  group 
made  a  small  impression. 

A  Linesville  woman,  Edith  West,  retired  m 

1960  after  serving  forty  years  as  a  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  in  Brazil. 

Each  year  Linesville  and  the  surrounding 
area  has  become  a  greater  tourist  attraction.  In 
1960,  one  of  the  most  exciting  periods  was  when 
6000  beautiful  swans  migrated  into  the  area. 
These  graceful  birds,  along  with  the  regular 
herons,  ducks,  geese,  deer  and  other  wi'd  jfe  make 
the  district  a  leading  attraction  in  the  state. 
In  1960,  the  legalizing  of  motorboats  made  our 
area  even  more  popular. 

L-C-S  library  became  a  public  library  in 

1961  and  Mr.  Donghia,  school  librarian,  began 
the  task  of  purchasing  and  arranging  to  have 
the  excellent  facility  open  during  the  evenings. 


Town  turned  out  to  welcome  home  Sandy  Steiger, 
runnerup  for  Miss  Pennsylvania  in  1965.  Judith 
Ann  Levenhagen  was  Miss  Crawford  County  in 
1958,  Kathy  Stevenson  in  1961. 

Also  in  this  period,  a  work  experience  program 
was  started  for  commercial  students.  Local  bus¬ 
iness  agreed  to  permit  the  students  to  work  in 
their  offices  and  stores  several  hours  each  day 
for  twelve  weeks. 

Dr.  John  Reed  resigned  as  chief  school  ad¬ 
ministrator  to  accept  a  position  near  Fhiladel- 
phia.  Dr.  Dennis  Burke  was  employed  to  fill  the 
position.  Dr.  Burke  left  to  accept  a  professor 
of  education  position  at  California  State  College 
in  1966.  He  was  replaced  by  Rex  Murphy  of 
Toledo,  Ohio. 

Unusual  excitement  hit  the  area  in  Aug., 
1961,  when  the  famous  Liz  Taylor  and  Eddie 
Fisher  visited  the  local  waterfowl  museum. 

In  the  1960s,  L-C-S  beauty  and  charm  came 
to  the  forefront  when  Kathy  Stevenson  became 
Miss  Crawford  County  in  1961,  and  Sandy  Steiger 
received  the  same  honor  in  1965.  Sandy  went  on 
to  become  a  runnerup  in  the  Miss  Pennsylvania 
contest. 

Linesville,  Pine  and  Conneaut  voted  to  be¬ 
come  one  school  district  effective  July  ],  196‘Z. 
Summit  Township  voters  turned  down  merger. 
Subsequently  laws  passed  for  state  school  reor¬ 
ganization  and  enrollment  minimums  have 
brought  controversy  and  busied  the  courts. 

L-C-S  became  an  accredited  high  school  in 
1962  by  the  Middle  States  Assn,  of  schools  and 
colleges. 

Miss  Blanche  Stratton,  daughter  of  one  of 
Linesville’s  early  pioneers,  died  at  the  age  of 
86  in  1963. 


thirty-six 


Dr.  Dertnis  Burke  .  .  .  L*C>S  supervising  principal, 
authored  this  narrative,  “Linesville,  a  History." 

Dr.  H.  M.  Mershon,  veterinarian  and  active 
in  civic  affairs,  left  Linesville  in  1963  to  accept 
a  position  with  the  Pennsylvania  Bureau  of  An¬ 
imal  Industry  ...  In  Jan.,  1963  about  100  ele¬ 
mentary  school  students  received  hepatitis  shots 
after  being  exposed  to  a  bus  driver  who  con¬ 
tracted  the  disease. 

Robert  Walker  was  the  town’s  leading  citi¬ 
zen  in  the  ’60s.  He  served  as  school  board  solicitor, 
county  solicitor,  district  attorney  and  judge. 

The  school  board  considered  eliminating  the 
vocational  agricultural  program  when  it  was  re¬ 


vealed  that  only  14  students  completed  the  pro¬ 
gram  in  five  years.  It  was  decided  to  continue 
it,  but  to  change  the  emphasis  from  production 
farming  to  related  occupations. 

Ruth  Ann  Houghton  was  selected  as  Craw¬ 
ford  County  Community  Ambassador  to  Holland. 
.  .  .  The  C.  of  C.  started  an  annual  Teacher  Rec¬ 
ognition  Dinner  in  1963  .  .  .  Changing  times 
were  noted  in  Linesville  and  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try  when  school  opened  without  the  usual  Bible 
reading  and  Lord’s  Prayer  .  .  .  12,000  geese 
flocked  to  the  Linesville  area  every  year. 

The  L-C-S  gym  floor  had  to  be  replaced  after 
only  ten  years  of  use  .  .  .  Dr.  John  Garbart, 
local  dentist  retired  and  donated  his  equipment 
to  the  school  so  that  a  clinic  could  be  provided 
for  needy  children  ...  a  medical  center  was 
built  by  public  subscription.  The  two-doctor 
building  was  constructed  on  West  Erie  St. 

Jerry  Bollard,  well  known  local  airplane  pilot, 
died  in  a  crash  while  crop  dusting  in  Ohio. 

Mrs.  Alice  Little  Schafer  retired  after  forty 
years  as  first  grade  teacher.  The  town  and 
school  board  honored  her  with  a  testimonial  and 
the  latter  group  renamed  the  local  elementary 
school  The  Alice  L.  Schafer  Elementary  School. 

As  we  bring  our  history  up  to  the  very  pres¬ 
ent,  we  find  a  thriving  community  in  the  midst 
of  a  period  of  transition  from  an  agricultural 
center  to  one  of  the  state’s  most  popular  resort 
areas. 


THE  END 


Dennis  L.  Burke 


100  YEARS  OF  CENSUS  REFLECTS  POPULATION  TRENDS 


1850 

1860 

1870 

1880 

1890 

1900 

1910 

1920 

1930 

1940 

1950 

I960 

Pine 

702 

874 

777 

385 

351 

336 

389 

393 

333 

263 

350 

327 

Con. 

1807 

2867 

1729 

1601 

1559 

1477 

1230 

1219 

1109 

1208 

1235 

1295 

Sum. 

1074 

1174 

1034 

1058 

1008 

958 

999 

986 

993 

1097 

1446 

1360 

Lines. 

432 

550 

552 

661 

833 

1015 

963 

1150 

1246 

1255 

—  thirty-seven  — 


Linesville  and  Pymatuning  Histories  Linked  Like  Two  Peas  in  Pod 


o  ver  fifty  years  ago,  plans  were  started  to 
drain  the  Pymatuning  Swamp  and  to  build  a  large 
lake  with  the  purpose  of  water  conservation  and 
recreation.  There  are  many  legends  regarding 
the  old  Pymatuning  Swamp  which  have  been 
handed  down  for  many  generations. 

At  one  time  on  the  banks  of  what  may  have 
been  a  lake,  Indians  encamped  in  great  numbers 
on  the  banks  of  the  swamp,  and  engaged  in  hunt¬ 
ing  and  sugar  making. 

One  Indian,  for  instance,  who  is  k^^own  to 
the  early  settlers  as  Jake,  was  a  general  favorite 
with  the  early  people.  He  often  visited  the  cabins 
and  complained  of  sickness  and  the  people  would 
feed  him  tea.  He  would  attempt  afterwards  to 
repay  their  kindness,  usually  with  a  deer  or 
other  wild  game.  Jake  was  killed  in  about  1804, 
and  the  person  who  murdered  him  never  was 
found. 

The  Indians  were  said  to  have  had  a  secret 
salt  mine  somewhere  in  the  middle  of  the 
swamps.  White  men  never  found  it,  as  it  was 
carefully  guarded.  The  passing  of  the  redskins 
left  us  without  the  knowledge  that  might  have 
been  very  worthwhile. 

Passenger  pigeons  with  their  long  tai’s  were 
once  so  thick  in  the  swamp  that  when  flying  in 
large  flocks  they  would  darken  the  sky.  In  the 
night  they  kept  the  woods  resounding  with  activ¬ 
ity.  Hunters  could  catch  them  with  ease.  Pigeons 
had  a  habit  of  following  the  leader,  when  their 
slayers,  with  long  clubs  had  stationed  themselves 
in  their  path,  the  entire  flock  would  not  hesitate 
to  pass  through  the  course. 

Pine  Island,  which  is  located  back  of  the 
old  Henry  Frey  farm,  later  occupied  by  Irl  Hill, 
was  originally  a  part  of  an  800  acre  tract  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Riddle  heirs.  That  island  played  an 
important  part  in  the  early  history  of  this  por¬ 
tion  of  Crawford  County. 

Over  fifty-five  or  sixty  years  ago  fires 
which  were  started  by  careless  hunters,  caused 

a  lot  of  damage  to  the  fine  pine  trees.  One  large 
fire,  raged  through  the  area  of  the  forementioned 
farm.  G.  C.  Wallace,  who  lived  on  the  farm,  went 
to  Meadville  to  see  Mr.  Douglas,  who  owned  the 
property,  and  Mr.  Douglas  agreed  to  permit  him 
to  undertake  the  stopping  of  the  fire  on  certain 
conditions.  It  took  many  weeks  to  put  out  this 
particular  fire. 

The  late  L.  V.  Wallace,  came  upon  a  very 
heavy  stick  buried  under  the  swamp  which  later 
proved  to  be  a  hand  hewn  oar.  The  deposit  over 


the  face  of  the  swamp  was  at  a  depth  of  twelve 
to  twenty  feet,  revealing  fallen  trees  and  vegeta¬ 
tion,  clay,  and  gravel,  and  many  relics  were  found. 

Until  about  twenty  years  ago  the  bow  of  an 
old  boat  could  be  seen  sticking  out  of  the  soggy 
earth  in  the  depth  of  the  Pymatuning  Swamp.  It 
later  sank  from  sight,  but  the  tales  that  are  told 
include  this  as  the  wreck  of  some  exploring  party. 
It  is  said  to  have  been  fifty  feet  long  with  a 
beam  of  twenty  feet,  built  with  heavy  timber, 
with  sloping  decks.  It  does  seem  certain  that  the 
boat  could  not  have  come  to  the  area  in  the  past 
several  hundred  years  as  the  stream  running 
through  the  swamp  is  not  big  enough  to  float 
such  a  structure. 

Many  years  ago,  Spanish  coins  have  been 
said  to  have  been  found  along  with  strange  guns 
near  the  wreck  and  a  connection  made  with  an 
expedition  of  DeSoto’s  men  when  the  river  was 
large. 

Isaac  Randolph,  an  old  time  settler,  told  of 
two  mounds  which  existed  on  his  farm.  These 
mounds  were  connected  with  an  earthen  neck. 
One  was  composed  of  gravel  and  the  other  of 
soil.  The  material  for  both  must  have  been 
brought  in  from  some  great  distance.  There  used 
to  be  parts  of  a  fort  standing  on  a  point  of  land 
extending  into  the  Pymatuning  Swamp  in  North 
Shenango  Township. 

Oversized  jack  rabbits  once  lived  in  the 
swampy  areas.  They  w'ere  white  in  the  winter 

and  had  black  ears,  but  in  the  summer  their 
coats  turned  brown,  resembling  the  vegetation. 
People  also  tell  of  building  bear  traps  Ox  six 
inch  green  poles  baiting  them  with  a  beef  head. 
These  traps  had  a  floor,  sides  and  a  roof,  and 
any  disturbances  of  the  bait  caused  the  door  to 
close. 

Early  settlers,  Baltzer  Gehr  and  Isaac  Gar¬ 
wood,  hunted  and  trapped  in  the  Pymatuning 
Swamp.  At  this  time  there  was  an  abundance  of 
bear,  deer,  wolves,  wild  cats,  wild  turkeys, 
racoons  and  foxes. 

Pymatuning  Lake  has  approximately  seventy 
miles  of  shore  line  and  covers  nearly  3,000  acres 
more  than  Lake  Chautauqua.  The  shore  line  is 
more  than  ten  times  that  of  Conneaut  Lake,  and 
is  eleven  times  the  water  volume. 

In  1907  the  honorable  L.  0.  McLane,  repre¬ 
sentative  from  Linesville,  introduced  a  bill  for 
an  appropriation  of  $12,500  to  make  a  survey 
for  the  purpose  of  draining  the  swamp  with 


—  thirty- eight  — 


G.  T.  Greene  Dearly  Loved  The  Pines ,  His  Horses 


G  uy  T.  Greene  was  a  big  man,  large  oi 
stature,  large  in  iiis  love  of  leiiowmen  and  con¬ 
genial  and  happy  by  nature.  He  had  a  God  given 
talent  of  healing  the  ill  and  gave  lavishly  of  his 
gift. 

Greene  had  no  degree  as  a  doctor  and  didn’t 
wish  to  be  known  as  such,  but  took  great  pride 
in  the  relief  he  could  give  others.  His  hands  were 
magic  and  strong  and  could  help  suffering.  People 
with  ailments  of  back,  neck,  arms  and  all  muscles 
came  from  far  and  wide. 

Stories  have  it  that  the  talent  came  to  light 
when  he  was  a  small  boy  in  Ohio.  While  playing 
with  his  boyhood  friends  on  a  hill  some  of  them 
got  bumped  and  hurt.  Guy  with  that  “something 
to  relieve  pain  and  suffering”  fixed  them  up. 

Greene  was  a  man  of  many  talents.  He  first 
worked  for  A.  B.  Griffing  and  Sons,  then  he 
went  into  the  meat  and  grocery  business.  He  also 
worked  on  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad.  He  worked 
this  in  with  his  farming,  milking  cows,  and 
taking  care  of  his  beloved  horses.  He  often  led 
the  community  fair  parade  on  his  prize  horse. 

His  actual  career  started  at  the  railroad 
station  when  a  local  laborer  complained  of  a  bad 
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the  idea  of  turning  under  cultivation  thousands 
of  acres  of  rich  soil. 

June  14,  1911,  by  an  act  of  the  Assembly, 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Water  Commission  was 
instructed  to  survey  the  Pymatuning  Swamp  to 
determine  the  feasibility  of  converting  it  into  a 
lake. 

July  25,  1913,  the  State  Legislature  passed 
an  act  directing  the  Water  Supply  Commission  to 
erect  Pymatuning  Dam  for  the  purpose  of  regu¬ 
lating  the  water  to  the  Shenango  and  Beaver 
Rivers.  Other  appropriation  bills  have  been 
passed  since.  The  most  recent  plans  call  for 
further  land  purchases  under  Project  70.  The 
University  of  Pittsburgh  recently  announced 
plans  for  the  expansion  of  the  biology  research 
area. 

The  Wild  Waterfowl  Museum,  the  Spillway, 
the  Goose  Management  Area,  good  fishing  and 
hunting,  boating  and  a  congenial  community 
make  the  future  of  Linesville  bright  as  plans  are 
continually  made  to  take  advantage  of  this,  the 
area’s  greatest  asset — Pymatuning  Lake. 


back  from  too  much  lifting.  Greene  manipulated 
his  body  to  relieve  him,  thus  the  people  started 
to  come.  By  1916  he  had  quit  the  railroad  to  work 
full  time  in  his  natural  work. 

He  tried  to  take  care  of  everyone  who  wanted 
help  but  when  he  passed  away  an  appointment 
book  showed  1,200  appointments  for  the  coming 
three  months. 

He  took  an  active  part  in  community  affairs, 
always  giving  unselfishly  of  himself.  Caring  for 
others,  he  automatically  cared  for  himself,  and 
built  a  fortune  of  many  valuable  properties  here. 

This  large,  kind,  good  natured  man  lived 
in  pride  and  simplicity  in  this  small  village  and 
in  his  way  also  brought  fame  to  the  locality. 
Many  well  known  athletes  including  Hall  of 
famers  Paul  Waner  and  Dizzy  Dean  were  treated 
by  Greene.  Hotels  and  restaurants  flourished  as 
people  came  to  be  treated  and  stayed  overnight. 

Mr.  Greene  died  at  the  age  of  70,  September 
8,  1947  sitting  at  the  table  in  the  kitchen  of  his 
“The  Pines.”  He  was  born  at  Cherry  Valley, 
Ohio,  Nov.  1,  1876. 

His  widow,  Mrs.  Reba  Greene,  still  is  living 
at  one  of  their  homes  on  Chestnut  Street,  Lines¬ 
ville.  Their  only  son,  William  “Bill”,  lives  at  St. 
Petersburg,  Fla.  He  is  married  to  the  former 
Eudora  Spence  and  they  have  four  sons. 


G.  T.  Greene,  known  nation-wide  for  magical  cure 
in  hands,  was  No.  1  citiien  through  first  half 
century.  He  dearly  loved  “The  Pines”  and  his  horses. 


—  thirty-nine 


Amos’  Name  Gradually  Faded 


N  o  one  by  the  name  of  Line  now  lives  in 
Linesville.  The  seed  of  the  founder,  Amos  Line, 
is  sown  in  many  places  and  by  many  names.  Here 
it  can  be  traced  on'y  in  names  like  Irons,  Slocum, 
Stevens,  Allen,  Rushmore  and  Van  Bockern  (no 
doubt  others  just  as  important  in  building  this 
community,  but  most  of  those  still  bearing  his 
name  are  lost  in  space — except  Francis  Line,  Cal¬ 
ifornia  film  producer,  and  Winfield  Line,  Michi¬ 
gan  banker.  Brothers,  both  are  great-great- 
grandsons. 

The  Line  name  which  was  brought  here  by 
Amos,  The  Elder,  disappeared  from  Linesville 
gradually.  His  sons,  Joseph,  Smith  and  Isaac 
spent  a  lifetime  here  after  figuring  prominently 
in  the  town’s  early  development  and  chartering. 
Amos,  The  Younger,  a  grandson,  and  C.  S.  Line, 
a  great-grandson,  were  merchants  even  into  the 
20th  Century.  Amos  The  Younger  lived  in  a 
house  opposite  the  Penn-Erie  Y,  while  C.  S. 
Line  lived  on  East  Erie  Street.  These  were  the 
last. 

The  Irons  family  descended  through  Isaac 
to  his  daughter,  Mary  Anne,  who  married  Wil¬ 
liam  Bishop  Irons.  This  marriage  yielded  14 
children,  their  descendants  figuring  in  Lines- 
ville’s  professional,  business  and  industrial  prog¬ 
ress. 

Others  spread  about  the  globe  as  engineers, 
physicians,  prospectors,  educators,  bankers,  mu¬ 
sicians,  one  decorated  by  the  King  of  Romania, 
and  another  who  fought  Indians  with  Buffalo 
Bill  Cody. 

Amos  Line,  The  Elder,  was  born  at  Scotch 
Plains,  N.J.,  Aug.  21,  1776,  only  a  little  more 
than  a  month  after  the  Declaration  of  Independ¬ 
ence.  In  1880,  he  hired  out  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Population  Co.  and  penetrated  the  wilderness  to 
Pine  Township  to  survey  the  area  for  the  com¬ 
pany.  He  acquired  some  land  at  the  present  site 
which  is  Linesville  and  trafficked  with  Jabez 
Colt,  another  PPC^  agent  who  was  here  before 
(Colt  founded  Summit)  and  built  a  mill  off  whet 
is  now  Wallace  Ave.  Ext.  Then  he  returned  to 
New  Jersey  and  married  Phoebe  Vail  of  Plain- 
field,  and  they  started  a  family  of  four  boys  and 
two  girls. 

In  1818  he  returned  to  this  area,  found  Colt’s 
mill  abandoned,  built  a  log  cabin  and  near  it 
another  mill.  The  log  cabin  burned  soon  after¬ 
wards,  but  before  the  mill  was  to  go  up  in  smoke, 
also,  he  sawed  out  enough  boards  to  build  a  house 
for  his  growing  family.  He  furthered  charting 


the  town,  started  a  small  store,  and  sold  a  couple 
of  lots. 

Children  were  Joseph,  Isaac,  Smith,  James, 
Rachel  and  Mary.  Records  on  Joseph’s  family  ran 
out  with  Amos,  The  Younger,  and  his  daughter, 
Edna.  Joseph  who  was  born  March  4,  died  in 
April  1889.  Isaac  was  born  April  8,  1806  and 
died  in  1898,  while  Smith  was  born  March  12, 
1809  and  died  April  4,  1887,  James  Line,  born 
Sept.  11,  1814,  has  been  lost  track  of. 

Mary  married  Samuel  Slocum  and  they  had 
five  children.  Mary  died  here,  and  Slocum  mar¬ 
ried  again  and  took  his  family  West. 

Rachel  married  Broderick  Allen,  and  they 
had  three  children.  During  this  time  he  went  to 
California  by  way  of  The  Horn,  while  Rachel 
appears  to  have  stayed  at  home.  There  is  no 
known  record  of  the  girls’  birth  date  or  death 
date.  The  Crawford  County  History,  1885,  says 
Rachel  was  the  first  white  woman  born  in  Lines¬ 
ville.  The  C.  S.  Line  diary  says  she  was  born  here 
in  1807.  There  is  no  proof  that  either  Amos  or 
Phoebe  were  here  in  1807,  otherwise.  Col.  Frank 
Wiser,  M.D.,  author  of  the  book,  “Amos  Line. 
Founder  of  Linesville,’’  published  in  1954,  does 
not  mention  it,  although  he  describes  vividly  the 
woman  who  was  his  grandmother,  and  spoke  of 
talking  to  her. 


Amos  Line,  The  Elder,  credited  with  founding 
Linesville,  was  Pennsylvania  Population  Co.  sur¬ 
veyor,  “and  a  good  one,"  Linesville  Diarist  Richard 
Farley  said.  Farley,  an  engineer  himself  and  devoted 
to  the  town,  is  a  man  who  should  know. 


—  forty  — 


Histories  Churches,  Clubs,  Civic,  Service  Groups 


The  First  Baptist  Church  Linesville 

The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Linesville  was 
chartered  March  11,  1851,  following  the  uniting 
of  the  Baptist  Church  of  Christ  of  Pine  and 
Summit,  which  had  been  meeting  in  a  log  cabin 
on  the  John  Vickers  place  since  1818,  and  the 
Georgetown  Parish  which  was  formed  at  Lines¬ 
ville  in  1846. 

The  church  then  set  about  building  a  “frame 
meeting  house”  on  a  lot  purchased  on  the  north 
side  of  East  Erie  Street.  This  building  still 
stands,  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clayton  Brown. 
It  was  completed  in  1852  at  a  cost  of  $2500  and 
is  the  first  church  built  in  Linesville. 

Within  six  years,  the  church  congregation 
grew  to  64,  and  it  has  shown  numerical  growth 
continually  ever  since. 

The  present  church  was  completed  in  June, 
1899,  the  bell,  pulpit  and  chairs  from  the  East 
End  Church  being  transferred  there,  and  are 
still  in  use.  At  the  dedication  service  C.  I.  Mitchel- 
tree  read  the  23rd  Psalm  and  Rev.  David  Porter¬ 
field  gave  the  dedication  sermon. 

Bishops,  Bunnells  and  Wards  were  among 
the  earliest  members  of  the  congregation. 

A  history  of  the  church,  compiled  in  1951, 
by  Mrs.  Nora  Spaulding,  and  one  by  Frank 
Irons  in  1962  reflects  a  growth  based  on 
sacrifice  and  thrift.  History  records  that  one 
deacon  sold  his  last  cow  to  fill  his  contribution 
for  the  church  on  Erie.  Members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  built  and  maintained  their  own  buggy 
sheds  when  it  was  found  they  were  needed  at 
the  Diamond  Park  edifice. 

A  parsonage  was  purchased  on  North  Mer¬ 
cer  Street  in  1908.  The  present  parsonage  was 
built  in  July  27,  1947. 

While  it  has  been  growing  in  its  profession 
of  faith,  it  also  has  contributed  much  to  the 
growth  of  its  community.  A  basement  dug  out 
during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Daniel  E.  Hartman 
later  served  as  school  rooms,  library  and  the 
site  of  Linesville’s  first  daily  vacation  Bible 
school. 

Rev.  E.  B.  Dwyer,  who  served  on  two  dif¬ 
ferent  occasions,  was  regarded  by  being  ordained 
pastor  emeritus.  The  Dwyer  family  figured  in 
many  cultural  matters  during  their  long  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  town.  The  present  pastor,  Rev. 
Silas  Acklin  came  here  Jan.  13,  1962. 


St.  Philip  R.C.  Church 

The  congregation  of  St.  Philip,  Lines¬ 
ville,  was  a  mission  church  of  Conneautville  for 
almost  a  century  before  becoming  a  parish  of  its 
own  in  1959.  Records  show  the  first  pastor  of  St. 
Philip  to  be  Father  J.  C.  Brannigan. 

In  May,  1959,  Archbishop  John  Mark  Gan¬ 
non,  D.D.,  of  the  Erie  Diocese  appointed  the 
present  pastor.  Rev.  Father  Samuel  J.  Houpt,  the 
first  resident  pastor  of  the  parish  of  St.  Philip 
Church. 

The  ground,  deeded  to  Bishop  Joshua  Young, 
D.D.,  in  trust  for  the  congregation,  consisting  of 
three  to  three  and  a  half  acres  was  originally 
purchased  in  1865  from  S.  A.  Miller  for  $800. 
The  cemetery  was  used  several  years  before  the 
erection  of  the  church.  Headstones  date  back  to 
the  middle  1860s;  however,  the  original  church 
was  erected  on  South  Mercer  Street  about  1870. 
For  some  time  previously  services  had  been  con¬ 
ducted  in  private  homes.  The  congregation  of 
Father  Ruddy,  pastor  at  this  time,  consisted  of 
about  25  families. 

The  first  church  was  dedicated  Sunday. 
Oct.  4,  1891,  with  about  1500  people  attending. 
Two  trains  from  Erie  and  Meadville  brought 
nearly  1,000  people  to  participate  in  the  de¬ 
dication.  The  Meadville  band  led  the  column  up 
to  Main  and  down  Mercer  Street  to  the  church 

edifice  where  a  large  assembly  of  home  and 
vicinity  people  welcomed  the  dignitaries. 

As  many  as  could  gain  access  to  the  church 
listened  to  the  service  of  Dedication  performed 
by  Bishop  Mullen  assisted  by  the  priests.  After 
those  exercises  the  sermon  for  the  occasion  was 
given  by  Father  Casey  in  the  open  air  that  all 
might  be  able  to  hear. 

The  church,  30x52,  was  built  of  brick,  cost¬ 
ing  8-cents  each,  and  finished  in  wood  with 
frescoed  walls  and  ceiling  and  windows  of  cathe¬ 
dral  glass.  The  roof  was  of  slate  and  the  exterior 
cross  plated  with  gold  leaf.  Father  Peter  Cauley, 
pastor  at  the  time  of  dedication,  and  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  church  had  worked  untiringly  to 
erect  the  handsome  place  of  worship  at  the  cost 
of  $3300  with  some  outside  financial  help.  Ser\'- 
ices  were  conducted  on  alternate  Sundays. 

Even  with  additional  masses  in  order  to  ac¬ 
commodate  the  people,  it  became  evident  by  the 
early  1950s  that  these  facilities  were  totally  in¬ 
adequate.  In  1950,  the  pastor,  Father  Toland 
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erected  an  addition  to  the  old  church  and  rectory. 
A  ceremony  in  July,  1955,  marked  the  beginning 
of  a  building  fund  campaign.  The  minimum  goal 
was  set  at  $35,000.  Construction  began  in  1956 
and  on  Oct.  12,  1958,  the  new*  St.  Philip’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church  of  Linesville  was  blessed  in 
cornerstone  laying  ceremonies. 

The  Most  Rev.  Edward  McManaman,  D.D., 
of  Oil  City,  Auxiliary  Bishop  of  the  Erie  Diocese, 
was  celebrant  for  the  cornerstone  laying  and 
blessing  services. 

The  new  church  contains  a  main  altar,  two 
side  altars,  two  sacristies  and  a  baptistry  and 
has  a  seating  capacity  of  400  persons.  Also,  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  building  are  meeting  rooms,  two 
complete  kitchens  and  a  rectory  for  the  resident 
priest. 

The  congregation  has  been  instrumental  in 
making  additions  and  completions  to  this  new 
edifice  until  it  is  now  valued  at  approximately 
$250,000.  The  church  dedicated  in  1891  was  torn 
down  April  30,  1963  and  the  space  was  utilized 
for  parking.  St.  Philip  congregation,  now  num¬ 
bering  about  170  families,  is  continuing  to  grow 
such  that  in  the  summertime  it  is  necessary  to 
have  five  masses  each  Sunday  in  order  to  ac¬ 
commodate  the  people. 

Adjoining  property  has  been  acquired  in  the 
past  year  and  construction  is  under  way  for  the 
completion  of  additional  facilities  to  enable  the 
parisli  to  have  a  more  adequate  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  Center. 


Unitarian-Universalist  Church 

A  group  of  people  met  in  Stratton  Hall,  the 
rooms  above  Madigan’s  Drug  store,  on  Sept.  28, 
1873  to  form  a  Universalist  fellowship.  Some  of 
Linesville’s  oldest  family  names  were  on  the 
register:  Stratton,  Line,  Shattuck,  Sheakley, 
Van  Sicklin,  Griffing,  Collins  and  Cunningham. 
Church  services  were  held  in  Stratton  Hall  tor 
many  years.  The  membership  grew  rapidly  and  a 
new  meeting  place  was  needed. 

The  present  church,  on  the  corner  of  Erie 
and  Penn  street,  waa  dedicated  on  June  19,  1887. 
The  original  property  consisted  of  a  parsonage 
directly  behind  the  church,  and  a  Parish  House 
on  Erie  Street.  These  buildings  were  sold  and 
torn  down  to  make  room  for  a  gas  station. 

The  name.  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd- 
Universalist,  was  adopted  on  Jan.  11,  1888.  In 


the  early  1900s  the  church  was  very  active  in 
the  community  as  a  cultural  and  social  center. 

In  1961  the  Unitarian  Church  and  the  Uni¬ 
versalist  Church  of  America  united.  The  church 
is  now  called  Unitarian  Universalist  of  Linesville 


The  Methodist  Church  of  Linesville 

The  story  of  the  Linesville  Methodist 
Church  goes  back  several  generations  before  the 
organization  of  the  borough.  For  many  years,  the 
people  known  as  Linesville  Methodists  held 
meetings  at  the  schoolhouse.  They  were  then 
part  of  the  Conneautville  preaching  circuit  and 
later  were  on  the  Shenango  circuit. 

First  a  church  building  was  erected  in  1861. 
It  was  located  in  the  southeast  comer  of  Erie 
and  Church  streets  on  what  is  now  the  Edward 
Griffing  property.  The  latter  street  was  so 
named  because  of  the  location  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  This  first  church  building  was  wooden 
with  double  doors  in  the  front,  four  windows  on 
each  side  and  capped  with  a  steeple  and  a  bell. 
The  sanctuary  could  seat  150  people  and  the 
membership  was  about  60.  In  1904,  this  original 
building  was  sold  to  J.  Elliott  Van  Sicklnn  and 
moved  to  Pymatuning  Street  where  it  was  made 
into  the  Traveler’s  Hotel. 

In  1861,  Linesville  formed  its  own  circuit 
which  included  Frey’s  Chapel  and  the  Shermans- 
ville  Church.  Then  in  1897,  H.  C.  Sturdevant,  A. 
Brown,  and  M.  C.  Robinson  were  appointed  to 
investigate  available  lots  suitable  for  church  pur¬ 
poses  in  the  “downtown  area.”  The  committee’s 
work  was  finished  when  the  Tyler  lot,  on  West 

Erie  Street  was  purchased  for  $370.  In  1898,  a 
new  church  building  was  started,  being  con¬ 
tracted  by  the  Bunday  Lumber  Co.  There  was 
plenty  of  volunteer  labor  and  donations  from 
the  members.  M.  C.  Robinson  was  contracted  for 
the  masonry  work.  On  Jan.  14,  1900,  the  new 
church  was  dedicated. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  education 
unit  (dedicated  July  9,  1961)  was  completed  at  a 
cost  of  $56,000  plus  volunteer  efforts  from  mem¬ 
bers.  In  contrast,  here  are  some  of  the  original 
labor  and  material  costs  of  the  main  church: 
General  contract,  including  heating,  approxima¬ 
tely  $4,000;  stained-glass  windows,  including 
large  one  facing  street  $250;  entire  sanctuary 
seating  (pews)  $352. 
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The  pews  were  rep’aced  in  Nov.,  1965  at  a 
cost  of  over  $2,000. 

April,  1906,  the  official  board  agreed  to  pay 
a  boy  15-cents  a  week  to  pump  the  organ. 

It  was  largely  through  the  efforts  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ernest  Collins,  church  choir  director 
and  organist  respectively,  that  the  local  congre¬ 
gation  took  advantage  of  an  offer  from  the 
Andrew  Carnegie  Foundation  to  pay  half  the 
cost  of  a  pipe  organ.  On  June  7,  1908,  the  present 
pipe  organ,  which  cost  $1,500,  was  dedicated. 

The  present  church  stands  more  physically 
able  to  serve  the  community  than  ever  before. 
With  its  modern  educational  facilities,  the  church 
currently  provides  religious  instruction  for  nea^*- 
ly  150  adults,  youth  and  children  weekly.  The 
present  day  congregation  of  300  continues  to 
manifest  its  concern  for  adequate  worship  and 
educational  facilities  —  recently  dedicating  new 
pews,  carpeting  and  sanctuary  lighting.  Music 
continues  to  play  a  vital  role  with  three  vo?ai 
choirs  and  two  handbell  choirs.  The  present  pas¬ 
tor,  Lee  W.  Parker,  Jr..  A.B.,  M.S.  Educ.  B.D.,  is 
the  41st  minister  to  serve  the  Linesville  Church. 

Research  and  compilation  credit  to:  Eddie 
Herscher  and  Charles  Shellito,  Wilda  Bodisch, 
“Pat”  Roxberry  and  Linda  Woodard. 


Linesville  United  Presbyterian  Church 

T».  United  Presbyterian  Church  dates 
back  to  April,  1861,  over  a  century  ago.  R.  P.  Mil¬ 
ler  sent  for  Rev.  H.  H.  Hervey  to  come  to  Lines¬ 
ville  and  hold  services.  Then  Mr.  Miller  went  to 
Meadville,  and  purchased  a  dozen  psalm  books 
and  was  ready  to  hold  a  service  after  the  United 
Presbyterian  fashion  when  the  then  young  divine 
came.  But  only  one  of  two  such  services  were 
held.  Evidently  both  Rev.  Hervey  and  Mr.  Miller 
were  satisfied  that  the  time  and  the  weather 
were  not  auspicious  of  Presbyterian  fishermen. 

In  Dec.,  1880,  a  census  revealed  that  13  or 
14  wished  to  continue  with  efforts  to  get  a  church 
started.  Among  these  were  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  N. 
Walker,  Mrs.  M.  T.  Kent,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  G. 
Hayes,  Olive  and  Maggie  Davis,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Bow¬ 
man,  Misses  Mattie  and  Dora  Bowman.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  F.  S.  Stewart  and  Nannie  Lowrey. 

The  group  met  first  in  the  Methodist  Church, 
then  the  Grange  Building  and  later  the  Arcade 
building.  Ministers  came  and  went,  mostly  help¬ 
ing  out  from  other  churches  in  the  locality.  Under 


these  conditions,  meeting  the  minister  could  be 
embarrasing.  Many  recall  approaching  some 
salesmen  and  asking  “are  you  the  preacher?”  In 
1893,  it  was  organized  into  a  mission.  Mrs.  Sadie 

(Norton)  Little,  is  the  only  charter  member  still 
living  of  the  original  27.  Seventy  were  in  Sab¬ 
bath  School.  The  congregation  purchased  a  lot 
on  Erie  and  South  Mercer  for  a  church  building. 
They  asked  for  aid  for  five  years,  and  received 
it  for  36. 

After  a  succession  of  many  ministers  on  a 
“help”  basis.  Rev.  W.  N.  Curry,  in  1896,  agreed 
to  accept  the  pastorate  of  the  church  if  it  would 
“became  fully  organized.” 

About  this  time  people  began  thinking  about 
a  church  of  their  own.  At  a  meeting  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  a  motion  was  passed  that  “male  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation  who  were  heads  of 
families  comprise  a  building  committee.”  Thirty- 
six  meetings  were  held  from  June  23  to  Jan., 
1898.  Plans  were  drawn  and  bids  were  requested 
by  Aug.  31,  1896.  The  contract  was  given  to  W. 
P.  Stewart,  the  total  of  all  orders  for  the  build¬ 
ing  amounting  to  $4,164.88.  Little  is  stated  about 
the  raising  of  funds.  Church  Extension  donated 
$1,000.  For  the  church  building  and  minutes  of 
the  building  committee,  Aug.  7,  1896  state  “.  .  . 
moved  and  seconded  that  a  committee  composed 
of  chairman,  secretary  and  brother  Curry  be 
elected  to  prepare  a  subscribtion  paper.  Carried.” 
A  Mr,  Bowman  reported  $1.25  but  at  no  other 
time  is  there  reference  made  to  this  matter. 
However  the  committee  must  have  functioned 
well  for  a  newspaper  clipping  states  that  the 
church  was  dedicated  May  12,  1897.  hardly  nine 
months  after  contracts  were  called  for,  and  free 
of  debt. 

Many  changes  and  improvements  have  taken 
place  since  the  construction  of  the  church,  one 
of  them  being  when  Dr.  McQuoid  in  his  persua¬ 
sive  and  quiet  manner  convinced  the  people  of 
the  need  for  new  pulpit  furniture.  A  special 
offering  was  taken  amounting  to  $678.35,  the 
largest  single  offering  ever  taken  in  our  church. 

Since  Sept.  1,  1961,  the  church  has  been 
associated  with  The  Parish  of  the  Lakes  consist¬ 
ing  of  four  United  Presbyterian  Churches  in  this 
area :  Linesville,  Conneautville,  Harmonsburg, 
and  Watson  Run.  John  L.  Larson,  pastor-director 
of  the  parish,  resigned  as  of  May  1,  1966  and  is 
currently  serving  in  the  Cambridge  Springs  and 
Gravel  Run  churches.  Jay  W.  Bollman,  associate 
pastor,  came  to  us  in  May,  1964,  and  lives  in 
Conneautville  with  his  wife  and  two  children. 
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The  Linesville  Womans  Club 

1 1  has  become  a  national  habit  to  speak  of  the 
decades  of  the  1880s  and  1890s  as  the  “Gay 
Nineties”;  and  judging  by  the  fashions,  ideas, 
theories,  music,  art,  and  general  panorama  of 
that  period  as  depicted  now  in  literature  and  on 
the  screen  of  the  Past-Civil  War  and  the  Gibson 
Girl  brass-trimmed  automobile  of  the  early  20th 
Century  seem  to  be  lumped  into  that  era,  too. 

Actually  the  i)eriod  of  the  so-called  Gay 
Nineties  was,  in  general,  the  culmination  and 
awakening  movement  which  emerged  from  the 
Past-Civil  War  troubles  and  the  early  woman 
suffrage  struggles. 

In  the  1870s  and  1880s  women  of  the  cities 
found  it  wise  to  be  seen  and  heard  in  order  to 
bring  about  better  working  conditions;  an  up¬ 
growth  of  education,  improved  living  conditions. 
Temperance,  and  other  forms  of  national  better¬ 
ment. 

Undoubtedly,  better  schools  and  compulsory 
school  attendance  can  be  traced  to  the  influence 
and  strength  of  purpose  of  wise  and  far-seeing 
women.  Conversely,  such  wrongs  as  the  slavery 
of  child  labor  in  New  England  mills,  in  factor¬ 
ies,  in  coal  mines;  the  sweat  shops  and  garment 
factories  with  their  attendant  evils  of  unsan¬ 
itary  conditions,  fire  hazards,  and  starvation 
wages,  can  be  said  to  have  been  abolished  due 
to  the  pressure  work  of  women  through  their 
organizations. 

The  early  Sarasis  Clubs,  Chautauqua  Circles, 
early  Literature  Clubs  which  grew  into  Federated 
Womans  Clubs,  the  temperance  societies,  and 
the  patriotic  societies,  as  well  as  church  groups, 
like  Ladies  Aids  and  Missionary  Societies  all 
played  the  leading  role  in  the  awakening. 

A  flourishing  Chautauqua  Circle  graduated 
at  least  a  score  of  Linesville  ladies  in  Aug.,  1890. 
This  course  gave  a  diploma  for  a  two-year.  24- 
month  college  course.  The  study  apparently 
furnished  the  impetus  for  further  club  work  and 

study,  for  it  is  known  that  book  study  continued 
among  most  of  the  graduates  until,  in  Oct.,  1894, 
a  Book  Study  Club*  was  organized  among,  and 
by,  most  of  those  who  had  participated  in  the 
Chautauqua  course. 

According  to  the  late  Mrs.  L.  0.  McLane 
the  club  met  weekly  or  semi-monthly  for  three 
winters.  The  first  president  was  Mi's.  G.  T. 
Rankin,  a  former  teacher  and  a  graduate  of  the 
Associate  Presbyterian  (Seceder)  College  of 
Westminster  in  little  New  Wilmington,  Pa.  in 
1857  (five  years  after  its  founding). 

In  October  1897,  the  Book  Study  Club  ceased 


to  exist  as  such  when  the  University  Center  was 
organized.  This  worthy  club  met  weekly  on 
Mondays  from  Oct.  11,  1897  through  July,  1899. 

The  University  Center  had  35  charter  mem¬ 
bers  consisting  of  both  women  and  men.  Meet¬ 
ings  regularly  were  held  in  the  schoolhouse  for 
the  first  year  or  so;  later  in  the  Universalist 
Church. 

At  the  first  meeting  24  members  were  pre¬ 
sent,  A  motion  was  passed  to  assess  each  member 
5  cents  per  month  to  pay  for  lights  and  janitor 
service.  A  new  member  was  named.  Two  ques¬ 
tions  were  discussed  and  tabled;  first;  a  plan  to 
sponsor  a  lecture  course  for  the  ensuing  season; 
and  second;  a  proposal  that  the  association  or¬ 
ganize  a  public  library  using  the  proceeds  from 
tickets  sold  to  purchase  books.  (Both  plans  were 
carried  out  successfully.) 

During  July,  1899  there  was  some  discussion 
as  to  the  question  of  going  on  with  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Center  type  of  club.  On  July  31,  30  ladies 
met  at  the  home  of  Mrs,  Charles  Gehr.  Although 
no  minutes  of  the  meeting  are  on  record,  the 
slate  of  officers  elected  and  the  list  numbers 
are  duly  given  of  the  newly  organized  Ladies 
Literature  Club  are  given.  The  officers 
were:  President,  Mrs,  Joseph  Grandey;  vice 
president,  Mrs.  Ira  Stratton;  secretary.  Mrs. 
Mary  King;  treasurer.  Miss  Orline  Bowman; 
critics,  Mrs.  G.  T.  Rankin,  Mrs.  Matilda  Sturde- 
vant. 

As  one  reads  the  minutes  of  the  Ladies 
Literature  Club  from  1899  through  the  years 
since  then,  it  is  astounding  not  only  to  realize 
the  extent  and  depth  of  the  study  and  attain¬ 
ments  of  the  members,  but  it  is  amazing  to 
notice  the  civic  work  and  improvem.ents  that 
this  group  did. 

In  1901,  at  one  meeting  $28  was  given  to  the 
water  company.  At  the  same  meeting,  $25  was 
paid  for  piping  the  water  to  the  watering  trough 
on  Mercer  St.  in  the  cemetery;  also  contributed 
$30  as  its  share  toward  having  the  “Diamond” 
mowed  and  kept  clean. 

The  programs  carried  their  members  to  all 
the  wonderful  places  in  the  world,  and  the  lit¬ 
erature  they  i*ead  and  enjoyed  opened  their  eyes 
and  minds  to  wider  horizons,  as  they  worked 
to  improve  Linesville. 

When,  at  different  times,  the  Park  was 
threatened,  the  Womans  Club  rose  in  protest  and 
saved  it.  When  the  “Swat-the-Fly”  movement 
spread,  the  Womans  Club  cleaned  the  town  and 
distributed  swatters  to  all.  They  even,  as  the 
constitution  of  the  University  Center  stated  in 
its  Article  2,  endeavered  “to  help  provide  educa- 


—  forty-four  — 


tion  for  the  citizens  of  Linesville;  to  increase 
the  facilities  for  education  in  our  community  and 
fully  co-operate  to  these  ends.” 

Although  the  majority  of  the  Womans  Clubs 
in  America  were  federated  during  the  1920s, 
nationwide,  as  members  of  the  General  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Womans  Clubs,  it  is  worthy  of  our  notice 
that  mention  is  made  during  the  club  year  of 
1903-1904  of  the  Northwestern  Pennsylvania 
Federation  of  Clubs. 

The  Ladies  Literature  Club  federated  with 
the  General  Federation  in  1927  and  the  name  of 
the  organization  was  changed  to  Linesville  Wom¬ 
ans  Club.  From  that  time  the  programs  continued 
to  be  most  inspirational.  The  membership  has 
remained  as  full  of  purposes  and  high  ideals  as 
the  ladies  were  who  started  their  reading  groups 
72  years  ago. 

While  enjoying  the  good  and  promoting  the 
best  they  ever  remembered  “Sweet  Charity” 
and  Human  Welfare.  In  1900  Christmas  baskets 
were  filled  and  given  to  the  needy — Christmas 
gifts  to  Polk  School  and  other  institutions  then 
on  through  the  years  and  at  the  present  time. 
During  World  Wars  I  and  II  the  Womans  Club 
knitted  for  Belgium  in  1914  and  1915,  before  our 
nation  entered ;  they  made  kits,  knitted  for 
U.S.A.;  they  contributed  what  was  needed  when 
the  need  arose. 

The  slogan  of  a  womans  magazine,  “Never 
underestimate  the  Powers  of  a  Woman,”  well 
applied  to  the  beloved  charter  members  of  the 
club  as  well  as  to  their  daughters  and  grand¬ 
daughters  throughout  the  busy  years.  —  Mrs. 
Emily  Smith. 

Diamond  Chapter,  Order  of  Eastern  Star,  No.  120 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  of  Pennsylvania 
was  called  to  order  by  the  Worthy  Grand  Matron, 
Sister  Adeline  W.  Barnes  of  Pittsburgh  for  the 
purpose  of  instituting  Diamond  Chapter  No.  120 
April  12,  1912  at  the  Post  Office  Building.  There 
were  eight  grand  officers  present. 

The  following  were  installed:  Worthy  Ma¬ 
tron,  Sister  Ella  Cram;  worthy  patron,  Brother 
D.  L.  Bunnell ;  associate  matron.  Sister  Alta 
Bunnell;  secretary.  Sister  Gladys  A.  Crockett; 
treasurer.  Sister  Eva  Fenner;  conductress.  Sis¬ 
ter  Ada  Sturdevant;  associate  conductress.  Sister 
Florence  Martin ;  chaplain,  Sister  Matilda  Sturde¬ 
vant;  Marshal,  Sister  Adesta  Wilmot;  organist. 
Sister  Marguerite  Hayes;  Warder,  Sister  Ocalia 
Shattuck ;  Sentinel,  Brother  Homer  C.  Sturde¬ 
vant;  Adah,  Sister  Nellie  Griffing;  Ruth,  Sister 


Vida  Hayes;  Esther,  Sister  Katherine  Farley; 
Martha,  Sister  Reba  Greene ;  Electa,  Sister  Bessie 
Cathcart. 

Many  names  were  suggested  but  none  ac¬ 
cepted  until  Sister  Eva  Fenner  said  she  “knew 
this  new  chapter  should  be  called  ‘Diamond’  as 
it  was  going  to  be  a  bright,  radiant,  glittering 
organization.” 

Three  meetings  were  held  in  the  Masonic 
Lodge  Rooms.  Shortly  after  the  third  meeting, 
the  members  were  asked  to  find  another  meeting 
room.  During  the  summer  vacation,  arrangements 
were  made  to  meet  in  the  Grange  Hall  and  the 
chapter  has  met  there  continuously  since  Sept., 
1912. 

The  first  real  election  of  Diamond  Chapter 
was  held  in  Dec.,  1913  when  Sister  Vida  Hayes 
assumed  the  office  as  worthy  matron  and 
Brother  J.  C.  Griffing  as  worthy  patron. 

When  the  chapter  was  three  years  old  the 
members  wished  to  do  something  big  and  useful 
and  entertained  Grand  Chapter,  something  no 
chapter  so  small  and  young  had  ever  undertaken. 

at  Exposition  Park.  Worthy  Matron  was  Sister 
Edith  Cotton. 

In  1918  the  dark  clouds  of  war  were  over 
all  and  we  complied  with  the  government’s  re¬ 
quest  to  hold  no  banquets  or  social  functions. 
War  bonds.  Red  Cross  work  required  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  all.  Gifts  were  sent  to  the  three  members 
who  were  in  the  service.  A  Service  Flag  was 
made  in  their  honor. 

In  1921,  the  future  looked  very  promising 
and  then  came  the  edict  from  the  Grand  Master 
of  Masons  in  our  state  and  we  lost  62  brother 
members,  our  worthy  patron  among  the  number. 
Our  organization  faced  a  most  trying  situation, 
but  with  the  help  of  Brother  Ralph  Ferris  whose 
Masonic  affiliations  were  not  in  this  state,  we 
were  able  to  make  new  adjustments  and  continue 
our  work.  Bro.  Ferris  served  chapter  for  11  yrs. 

In  1925  we  entertained  Grand  Chapter  at 
Exposition  Park  in  June. 

From  1940  to  1950  were  busy  years.  Again  we 
were  meeting  another  war  crisis  buying  War 
Bonds  and  helping  with  Red  Cross  Blood  Bank 
Centers  plus  “rationing.” 

Over  the  years  the  Ways  and  Means  Com¬ 
mittee  found  many  exciting  ways  to  earn  money 
to  help  carry  on  our  work,  including  two  plays. 
“King  Tut  and  His  Dog”  and  “The  Womanles.s 
Wedding” ;  also  during  the  depression  years,  one 
Worthy  Matron  had  an  apron  circulated  among 
the  members,  each  to  sew  on  a  patch  with  a 
donation  tucked  under  —  total  amount  received : 
(85  cents). 
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In  1952-53  we  served  the  food  at  the  Cooper 
Bessemer  Picnic  held  at  Conneaut  Lake  Park. 
Sixty-five  women  were  recruited.  It  was  hard 
work  but  lots  of  fun  too  and  the  best  part  was 
that  we  earned  $500  for  the  chapter  in  those 
two  August  afternoons. 

All  of  these  activities,  social  and  otherwise, 
have  enabled  us  to  contribute  to  our  two  O.E.S. 
Homes  for  the  Aged,  The  Estral  Fund,  Rehabili¬ 
tation,  Overseas  Needy,  Welfare,  International 

Temple  Fund  and  Educational  Loan  Fund.  Sev¬ 
eral  scholarships  have  been  granted  to  the  daugh¬ 
ters  or  sons  of  members  of  our  chapter  and  two 
loans  which  have  been  repaid. 

The  aim  of  our  chapter  is  the  same  now  as  it 
was  56  years  ago,  not  only  perfect  ritualistic 
work  but  the  reflection  in  our  lives  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  and  beauty  of  our  order — Mrs.  Harold 
Ewing. 

Linesville  Lodge  No.  395,  I.O.O.F. 

O  ne  of  the  oldest  fraternal  organizations 
in  the  area  is  the  Linesville  Lodge  No.  395,  In¬ 
dependent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  The  group  was 
organized  in  1841  with  O.  D.  Wade,  noble  grand. 
During  the  Civil  War  the  local  lodge  was  dis¬ 
banded  and  was  not  reinstated  until  April  20, 
1874,  when  the  original  charter  was  restored. 
Grand  noble  at  this  time  was  Dayton  Sigler  and 
14  others  became  charter  members. 

One  of  the  major  concerns  of  the  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows  has  always  been  the  sick  and  the  aged.  In 
the  early  days  before  hospitals  were  common,  the 
members  were  called  upon  to  sit  with  the  sick. 
Members  doing  this  service  to  their  fellow  man 
were  called  “watchers.” 

As  the  group  grew  and  the  need  arose,  the 
order  began  building  homes  for  widows,  orphans, 
and  the  aged.  The  Meadville  lOOF  Home  is  the 
oldest  fraternal  home  in  the  world. 

Local  men  have  been  active  in  the  fraternal 
organization.  As  early  as  1874,  a  local  member 
was  district  deputy. grand  master  for  Western 
Crawford  County  District.  Early  records  were 
burned  in  a  fire  so  the  local  district  deputy  can 
no  longer  be  named.  However,  Wendell  Irons  of 
the  local  lodge  was  in  this  position  in  1951  to 
1953.  Since  1963,  the  district  deputy  grand  mas¬ 
ter  has  been  Maurice  Stanford  of  Lodge  395, 
who  is  also  secretary  of  Lodge  395. 

The  present  forty-seven  local  members  are 
under  the  leadership  of  Grand  Noble,  Fay  Split- 
stone. 


Pleasant  Hour  Club 

he  Pleasant  Hour  Club  was  organized  in 
1939  under  the  name  of  the  Junior  Woman's 
Club  of  Linesville. 

The  club  was  organized  to  cultivate  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  literature  and  the  fine  arts  to  take  ac¬ 
tive  part  in  public  welfare  and  civic  affairs. 
These  goals  have  held  fast  throughout  the  years, 
always  growing  and  maturing  until  the  club  has 
become  a  leading  civic  group. 

Mrs.  Harry  Smock  was  the  first  president. 

In  1944  the  club  met  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Alan 
Gilliland  and  changed  its  name  to  The  Pleasant 
Hour  Club.  The  first  president  was  Mrs.  Paul 
Frey. 

The  first  financial  donation  was  given  to 
the  Helen  Keller  Memorial  Fund  in  1940  and  in 
the  first  fourteen  years  the  club  spent  $325  on 
good  books.  As  the  years  passed  the  club  donated 
a  record  player  for  the  high  school,  gave  financial 
donations  to  the  H.  M.  Wallace  Camp,  restoration 
of  Independence  Hall  and  Women's  Medical  Col¬ 
lege  in  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  first  twenty 
years  gave  over  $2000  to  various  charities.  In 
recent  years  the  Pleasant  Hour  Club  has  spon¬ 
sored  the  Heart  Fund  Drive  with  Mrs.  Harold 
Bennett  as  chairman. 

The  last  two  years  the  club  has  concentrated 
on  the  new  Pymatuning  Medical  Center  and  do¬ 
nated  $250,  to  this  project.  A  “Community  Im¬ 
provement”  program  under  the  leadership  of 
Mrs.  Shirl  Gerlach  was  successfully  completed 
during  the  past  year. 

The  last  two  years  Mrs.  Victor  Bollard,  a 
member  of  the  club,  has  served  as  president  of 
the  Crawford  County  Federation. 

Help  One  Another  Club  History 

Th.  Help-One-Another  Club  was  organized 
on  Feb.  21,  1918  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  John  Stef- 
fee  by  parents  of  children  in  the  Brooks  School 
District. 

First  officers  were:  President:  Mrs.  W.  D. 
Wright;  vice  president:  Mrs.  Frank  Irons;  sec¬ 
retary:  Mrs.  Verne  Rushmore;  treasurer:  Mrs. 
Frank  Spaulding.  There  was  an  enrollment  of  18 
members.  Mrs.  Rushmore  is  the  only  living  char¬ 
ter  member. 

Meetings  were  held  the  first  Thursday  of 
each  month  and  during  the  ensuing  48  years  not 
a  meeting  has  been  missed.  Programs  have  cov¬ 
ered  topics  pertaining  to  rural  life,  such  as 
gardening,  landscaping,  health,  child  care,  per- 
paring  foods  for  freezing,  cooking,  home  decora¬ 
ting  and  crafts. 
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In  1954  the  club  received  an  Honor  Club 
Award  certificate  from  the  Woman’s  Home  Com¬ 
panion  magazine  on  the  basis  of  outstanding 
and  distinguished  service  to  communities.”  This 
is  the  only  club  in  western  Pennsylvania  to  be  so 
honored  and  one  of  seven  in  the  state. 

Recently  the  club  purchased  a  trophy  case 
for  the  school  library  and  each  year  $5  is  donated 
for  the  purchase  of  a  book  for  the  library.  The 
club  bought  a  bond  for  the  local  Medical  Center. 

Present  membership  is  28  active  and  3  in¬ 
active  and  present  officers  are:  President:  Mrs. 
James  Higgins;  vice  president:  Mrs.  John  Frey; 
secretary:  Mrs.  Ralph  Lampman;  treasurer:  Mrs. 
John  R.  Greenawalt. 

Dorcas  Society  of  the  Parish  of  the  Lakes 

A-  woman  named  Dorcas  is  mentioned  in 
the  Bible  as  a  very  hard  worker.  In  1917  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,,  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Rev.  J.  K.  McDevitt,  formed  a  women’s 
society  named  Dorcas. 

The  first  president  was  Mrs.  Harriet  Mc- 
Lane.  The  society  has  been  a  service  group  for 
the  church  continuously  since  the  first  project, 
obtaining  a  piano. 

Serving  with  Mrs.  McLane  as  charter  mem¬ 
bers  were  Edna  Gehr,  Mrs.  Alma  Gehr  Smith, 
Miss  Daisy  Turner,  Olive  Turner,  Mrs.  Herman 
Walker,  Mrs.  V.  H.  Graham,  and  Mrs.  C.  V. 
McQuiston. 

Pine  Lodge  No.  498,  F.  and  A.M. 

Pine  Lodge  No.  498,  of  the  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons  was  issued  a  charter  on  Sept.  6, 
1871.  At  that  time  George  T.  Rankin  was  named 
worshipful  master.  Senior  warden  was  Charles 
C.  Minneley  and  the  junior  warden  was  James  I. 
Crockett.  Signers  of  the  original  charter  were 
William  Lawson,  J.  S.  Bowman,  L.  D.  Shattuck, 
M.  H.  Sherman,  William  Boughton,  J.  P.  Espy, 
W.  E.  Broun,  D.  A.  Bennett,  J.  F.  Burwell,  Lewis 
Freeman,  A.  A.  Brooks,  W.  B.  Crockett,  J.  J. 
Linn,  A.  M.  Davis,  G.  C.  Robinson,  I.  Louder, 
and  S.  S.  Barickman. 

The  lodge  rented  rooms  in  the  James  Bow¬ 
man  Building  in  the  early  days  of  its  history. 
The  rent  paid  in  1883  was  recorded  as  $50  per 
pear.  In  later  years  the  lodge  moved  to  the  bank 
building,  the  McLane  Building,  and  in  recent 
years  the  second  floor  of  the  Madigan  Building. 

At  present,  nearly  130  members  from  the 
Linesville  area  are  under  the  leadership  of  wor¬ 
shipful  master,  Thomas  Levenhagen ;  senior 


warden,  Ellis  W.  Armstrong,  and  Edward  G. 
Roxberry,  junior  warden.  The  present  secretary 
is  Charles  E.  Liddell  and  A.  E.  Frobese  is  the 
treasurer. 

Linesville  Post  7842  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars 

Following  the  second  World  War  a  group 
of  overseas  veterans  from  the  Linesville  area 
formed  an  organization  called  the  Linesville 
Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  of  the  United  States 
of  America.  On  Aug.  25,  1946  a  charter  was  is¬ 
sued  by  National  Headquarters  with  57  names 
on  it  and  the  post  was  given  the  number  7842. 

The  first  meeting  was  held  at  the  Linesville 
Grange  Hall.  Election  and  installation  of  officers 
was  conducted  by  Matt  Timmoney  and  Frank 
McDermott  from  Pittsburgh,  assisted  by  Frank 
Kunselman,  from  Meadville.  Albert  Moss  was 
the  first  commander. 

Waring  Terrace  on  West  Erie  Street  was 
purchased  and  became  the  new  post  home.  The 
Ladies  Auxiliary  was  formed  in  1948  which 
added  the  final  building  block  to  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  How  many  can  remember  the  big  tank 
that  stood  in  the  front  yard? 

In  1950  the  post  moved  to  “The  Pines” 
which  was  the  former  summer  home  of  Guy  T. 
Greene.  This  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  April,  1961, 
and  under  the  commandership  of  John  Lucas  a 
new  steel  building  was  erected,  which  is  the 
present  post  home. 

The  basic  aims  of  the  Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars  are  to  insure  the  National  Security  through 
maximum  military  strength ;  to  speed  rehabilita¬ 
tion  of  the  nation’s  disabled  and  needy  veterans; 
to  assist  the  widows,  orphans,  and  other  depen¬ 
dents  of  disabled  and  needy  veterans;  to  promote 
Americanism  through  education  in  patriotism  and 
constructive  service  to  individual  communities. 

The  Linesville  VFW  is  one  of  10,000  posts 
in  the  U.S.,  its  membership  is  200  plus.  During 
the  past  20  years,  it  has  met  the  many  challanges 
of  survival  and  has  been  the  victor. 

Ladi'es  Auxiliary  Linesville  VFW 

T  he  charter  for  the  Ladies  Auxiliary  of 
Linesville  Veterans  of  Foreign  Wars  Post  No. 
7842  was  received  on  April  22,  1948,  and  on  that 
date  members  of  the  Harm  Jan  Huidekoper  Post 
2006,  Meadville  ins^jalled  the  officers  of  the 
new  post. 

Miss  Helen  Sherretts  (now  Mrs.  Louis  Cu¬ 
ban)  was  installed  as  the  first  president;  Mrs. 
Sarah  Kimple,  senior  vice  president;  Maxine 
Litwiler,  junior  vice  president;  Shirley  Moss, 
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secretary;  Kathym  Collins,  treasurer;  Bernice 
Oudette,  chaplain;  Martha  Herbold,  conductress; 
Mabel  Collins,  guard ;  Bernice  Bollard,  Lottie 
Rushmore  and  Alice  Greenfield,  trustees;  Elaine 
Sherretts,  Pauline  Kuban,  Carol  Huffman  and 
Jane  Wilson,  color  bearers;  Lillian  Waring,  his¬ 
torian  and  Nina  Manning,  patriotic  instructor. 

The  first  meetings  were  held  in  the  former 
“Waring  Terrace"  on  East  Erie  Street.  After  the 
post  purchased  “The  Pines"  on  Gehrton  Road 

The  Auxiliary  has  been  continuously  active 
new  home. 

The  Auxiliary  has  been  continiously  active 
in  community  affairs.  The  objectives  of  the  or¬ 
ganization  are:  to  promote  fraternal,  patriotic, 
historical,  and  educational  spirit  to  all  men  and 
women;  and  to  defend  the  United  States  from 
all  her  enemies. 

Samuel  Wright  Post  462 

Following  World  War  I,  agitation  among  re¬ 
turning  veterans  moved  Donald  Mackey,  Harold 
Akens  and  Arthur  (Jim)  McClimans  to  set  the 
wheels  in  motion.  Purpose  was  to  assist  in  com¬ 
munity  affairs,  help  disabled  veterans  and 
orphaned  children  and  widows  of  those  who  paid 
the  supreme  sacrifice. 

Alas,  when  it  came  time  to  file  for  a  charter 
the  13  names  submitted  fell  two  short  of  mini¬ 
mum  requirement.  Some  thought  joining  meant 
being  in  the  army  again.  In  order  to  qualify,  the 
three  organizers  made  up  the  dues  necessary  to 
meet  the  required  15  charter  members. 

First  meetings  were  held  in  the  school 
house,  the  original  charter  remained  open  there 
until  a  permanent  charter  was  issued  JNov.  8, 
1928  with  34  members.  They  named  it  Samuel 
Wright  Post  after  Linesville’s  first  man  to  die 
in  war  in  France.  In  1929,  they  acquired  a  home 
of  their  own  over  a  livery  stable  at  Mill  and 
Pymatuning,  but  one  winter  there  was  enough, 
as  there  was  little  heat.  In  1930  they  moved 
over  Naab’s  Bakery,  the  post  home  for  ten  years. 
In  1941  they  moved  over  the  A&P  Store,  and  in 
1948  purchased  the  present  post  home.  Kenneth 
Carlson  was  commander,  and  it  was  effected  with 
the  aid  of  the  Ladies  Auxiliary.  On  April  22, 
1954  the  mortgage  was  burned  at  a  fitting  cere¬ 
mony  with  Dept.  Commander  Sherman  Mason 
taking  part. 

Immediately  upon  being  organized,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  post  were  elected  to  Council,  and 
organized  the  fire  department.  All  Legionaires 
were  members  of  the  fire  department.  In  1932, 
they  bought  the  department’s  first  fire  truck, 
a  Reo  pumper,  and  rebuilt  another  car  for  a 


hose  cart.  From  1932  to  1937,  the  Legion  was 
the  prime  force  of  fire  protection  here.  The  post 
sponsors  the  Boy  Scout  troop  and  has  backed 
several  junior  baseball  teams.  Efforts  to  form 
a  drum  and  bugle  corps  fell  through. 

The  post  formed  an  emergency  aid  squad, 
and  during  World  War  II  spotted  planes.  Through 
1940-41,  it  made  arrangements  to  entertain  ser¬ 
vicemen  on  leave. 

The  late  0.  Earl  Miller  became  the  first 
World  War  II  veteran  to  become  its  commander 
in  1945. 


Chamber  of  Commerce 

Th.  Chamber  of  Commerce  was  officially  or¬ 
ganized  July,  1937,  when  a  group  met  under  the 
leadership  of  the  organizing  chairman,  R.  F. 
Stewart.  Temporary  officers  were  president.  Mil¬ 
ler  Lacey;  vice-president,  George  Beuhler,  and 
secretary-treasurer,  W.  H.  Greene.  The  first  di¬ 
rectors  elected  were  Dr.  H.  H.  Walker,  R.  V. 
Peterson,  Holis  Hayes,  R.  F.  Stewart,  and  Claud 
Irons.  Soon  after,  a  permanent  organization 
meeting  was  held  and  the  By-Laws  adopted.  The 
first  committee  to  go  into  action  for  the  good  of 
the  community  were:  Transportation,  Route  6, 
state  park,  signs,  electric  service,  water  service, 
roads,  industry,  and  street  committees.  The 
members  of  these  committees  were  charged  with 
the  responsibility  of  making  studies  of  their  par¬ 
ticular  aspect  and  to  make  recommendations  for 
improvements.  However,  this  attempt  to  get  an 
active  community  organization  going  failed. 

The  next  attempt  to  revitalize  the  organiza¬ 
tion  was  in  March  of  1939.  These  meetings  were 
called  primarily  to  discuss  the  hearings  then 
scheduled  in  Erie  regarding  the  railroad  cross¬ 
ing  south  of  the  borough.  R.  S.  Merry  was  elec¬ 
ted  president,  R.  G.  Harvey,  secretary,  and  Claud 
Irons,  treasurer.  This  group  immediately  set  to 
the  task  of  developing  signs,  literature,  adver¬ 
tising,  and  other  media.  The  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  became  active  in  attempting  to  serve  as 
the  “watch  dog"  for  the  community  in  regard  to 
utilities,  road  improvement  and  other  facets  of 
general  benefit. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  is  very  active 
today  and  meet  on  a  regular  basis.  The  organiza¬ 
tion  sponsors  an  annual  Farmers-Business  Lunch¬ 
eon,  Teacher-Recognition  Dinner,  and  other  pro¬ 
grams  to  stimulate  community  interest  and  ac¬ 
tion.  The  most  recent  accomplishment  was  the 
$40,000  subscription  drive  to  build  a  medical  cen¬ 
ter. 
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Lines ville  Centennial  Plus  Two,  Inc 


Board  of  Directors 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Lowing,  President  and  General  Chairman 
Mrs.  Carl  Irrgang,  Secretary  —  Newell  Blair,  Treasurer 
Grant  Woodard,  Mrs.  Albert  Moss,  Wm.  C.  Whitney,  Harold  Minnigh,  Larry  Lowing,  Directors 


Committees 


HISTORICAL 
Dr.  Dennis  Burke 
Mrs.  August  Bodisch 
Mrs.  Dennis  Burke 
Mrs.  Harold  Ewing 
E.  Earle  Madigan 
Wm.  C.  Whitney 

SOLICITATION 
Mrs.  Elver  Bollard 
Harold  Oliver 
Mrs.  Richard  Marsh 
Mrs.  Peter  Struski 
Irl  Hill 

James  Morrison 
Harry  Smock 
Robert  Jerome 
Howard  Bollard 
GeHDrge  Shaffer 
Harold  Akens 

BRUSH  BROTHERS 
Ellis  (Bill)  Armstrong 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clyde  Dennis 

PARADE 
James  Stewart 
Albert  Moss 
Miss  Jane  Stewart 
Thomas  Hollobaugh 
Jack  Mickle 

THURSDAY  PARADE 
Linda  Dupal 
Jo  Marie  Britton 
Peggy  Irons 
Chuck  Dunlap 
Bob  Gerlach 
Lana  Mullen 
Becky  Moran 

DECORATIONS 
Edward  Roxberry  Jr. 

Merle  Klinginsmith 

QUEEN  CONTEST 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Levenhagen 
Mrs.  Jack  Steiger 
Mrs.  Thomas  Levenhagen 


SPECIAL  PICTURES 
August  Bodisch 
Larry  Lowing 

PUBLICITY 
Mrs.  Pat  Johnson 
Donald  Woodard 
Charles  E.  Liddell 

HORSES  -  BUGGIES 
Cecil  Brown 
Raleigh  Manning 
Clifton  Ewing 

FIRST  AID 
Mrs.  Howard  Woodard 
Mrs.  Robert  Palmer 
Mrs.  Alvin  Palmel* 

Mrs.  Wayne  Laird 
Mrs.  Gary  Linsted 
Mrs.  Thurman  Houghton 
Irene  Wallace 
Mrs.  David  Parks 
Susan  Irons 
Mrs.  Robert  Stewart 
Mrs.  Carl  Lisk 
Mrs.  Blanche  Weir 

INVITATIONS 
Mrs.  Henry  Uzarski 
Mrs.  Carl  Irrgang 
Mrs.  Raymond  Sickles 
Mrs.  Bruce  Foust 
Mrs.  John  Bicko 

PET  SHOW 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Myers 

LOG  SPLITTING 
George  Headley 

JAIL  BUILDING 
Urban  Dressel  and 
Industrial  Arts  Class 

COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 
Newell  Blair 
Jack  Dupal 


BABY  CONTEST 
Ted  Wilson 

CONCESSIONS 
Don  Spaulding 

TEA 

Linesville  Womans  Club 
Mrs.  Clarence  Phelps 
Pleasant  Hour  Club 
Mrs.  Ralph  Merry 

HORSESHOE  CONTEST 
Grant  Money 
Ellis  Armstrong 
Audley  Atkin 

INDUSTRIAL 
Letwis  Roberts 

HOBBIES 
Ted  Karr 
Glenn  Alexander 

SQUARE.  DANCE 
Mr.,  Mrs.  Chas.  Donaldson 

TRAFFIC,  POLICING 
Police  Chief  Herman  Kimple 

COSTUMES 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Byers 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clifton  Ewing 

PIE-EATING 
Lloyd  Gillette 

DUNKING  MACHINE 
Frank  Joseph 
Myrl  Stevens 

SPECIAL  SALES 
Douglas  Williams 
Richard  Marsh 

GRAND  BALL 
Mr.,  Mrs.  E.  Earle  Madigan 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Merry 

CLEAN-UP 
Walter  Butterfield 


Program 


1:00  p.m. 

3:00  p.m. 

3:30  p.m. 
7 :30  p.m. 

9:00  p.m. 


10:00  a.m. 
11:00  a.m. 

1:00  p.m. 
2:00  p.m. 

4:00  p.m. 

7 :30  p.m. 

11:00  p.m. 

10:00  a.m. 

11:00  a.m. 
11:30  a.m. 
1:00  p.m. 

2:00  p.m. 
0:00  p.m. 


THURSDAY,  JULY  21 
Official  Opening  of  the  Centennial  Celebration 

Parade  of  Beauty  Contestants,  Brothers  of  the  Brush,  Pets, 
Baby  Contestants  —  Erie  Street 
Elementary  Students  Band  Concert 

Pet  Contest;  Horseshoe  Contest  Begins  in  the  Park 

Queen  Contest  —  In  Park  Near  the  Baptist  Church  (in  the 
Event  of  Rain  Will  Be  Held  at  Community  Center) 

Oowning  of  Miss  Centennial;  Square  Dance  Demonstration 
—  Community  Center;  Dance  Open  to  Public  Afterwards 

FRIDAY,  JULY  22 

Watermelon  Eating  Contest  —  Near  the  Park 

Pie  Eating  Contest  —  Near  the  Park;  Horseshoe  Ck)ntest 
Continued  All  Day 
Elementary  Students  Band  Concert 

Tea  at  Linesville  Methodist  Church,  Social  Gathering  Open 
to  Everyone,  Queen  and  Line  Descendants  Guests  of  Honor 

Baby  Contest  —  at  the  Park  (in  the  Event  of  Rain  at 
Community  Youth  Center 

Bearded  Brothers  Ontest  —  in  the  Park  (in  the  event  of 
Rain  at  Community  Youth  Center) 

Fireworks 


SATURDAY,  JUNE  23 

Pony  Pulling  Contest  —  LCS  High  School  Grounds ;  Horseshoe 
Contest  Continued,  Finals  in  Late  Afternoon 

Costumes  judged  in  front  of  downtown  bandstand 

Log  Splitting  Contest  —  LCS  High  School  Grounds 

Elementary  Students  Band  Concert 

Grand  Parade 

Grand  Costume  Ball  —  LCS  Auditorium 


SUNDAY,  JULY  24 
Homecoming  Observed  in  Each  of  the  Churches 


Carnival:  Tuesday  till  Saturday  Eh/ening — Concessions,  Boro  Parking  Lot — Hobby,  Industnal  Displays 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


The  History  Committee  for  the  Linesville  Centennial  is  indebted  to 
many  people  for  their  help  and  advice.  The  following  is  a  partial  list  to 
whom  we  express  our  special  thanks.  To  the  many  others  too  numerous 
to  list  we  are  also  very  grateful. 


Mr.  Earl  Austin 
Mr.  Jeffrey  Douville 
The  Linesville  Herald 
Mr.  Gary  Lindsey 
Mrs.  Guy  Lindsey 
Mrs.  Grant  Money 
Mr.  R.  V.  Peterson 
Mr.  Robert  Walker,  Esq. 

Mr.  Ralph  S.  Merry 

Gratefully, 

The  Committee 

Dr.  Dennis  Burke,  Chairman 

Mrs.  August  Bodisch 

Mrs.  Dennis  Burke 

Mrs.  Harold  Ewing 

Mr.  Earle  Madigan 

Mr.  William  Whitney 


Cover  by  Merle  Klinginsmith 

Printing  by  Rowing’s,  Publishers  of  The  Linesville  Herald  Since  1880 
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Linesville’s  first  industry  was  a  grist  mill.  Then 
there  was  a  trading  post,  and  a  blacksmith  shop ;  later  a 
tannery. 

This  is  the  way  commerce  grows. 

The  following  pages  are  devoted  to  those  places  with 
which  Linesville  does  its  business  in  1966.  The}^  paid  for 
the  space,  their  money  providing  the  greatest  share  of 
the  resources  for  Linesville’s  Centennial  Plus  Two  anni¬ 
versary  observance. 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 

Mrs.  Valoris  Hayes 

Proprietor 
Regent  Theatre 

Linesville,  Pa. 


15!^#! 


Mowris  Tree  Service 

'  Trimming  and  Removals 

*  Cabling  and  Bracing 

*  Machine  Stump  Removal 
►  Free  Estimates 

Phone  335-3645 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 
Corner  Service  Center 

General  Auto  Repairing 

Gas  -  Oil  -  Lubrication 

Official  Pennsylvania  Inspection 
Station 

Ph.  682-3845  106  South  Mercer 

Linesville,  Pa. 

E.  C.  Watson,  Ow^ner 
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AL’S  BODY  SHOP 


Linesville,  Pa, 


SERVICE 


Body  Rebuilding 
And  Refinishing 

24  hour  wrecker 
service 


Phone  682-3583 


599  Penn  St. 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


Spillway  Inn 
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Earl  &  David  Nicolls 

Auctioneers 

Sales  Managers  -  Appraisers 

“Modern  Service  with 
Old  Fashioned  Courtesy” 


Conneautville 


Ph.  587-2189 
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Best  Wishes 

PENN  LINE  LANES 

Eight  Lanes  -  Automatic 
Pin  Setting 

A  Great  Place  To  Meet  Friends 

Rt.  6,  State  Line 
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Congratulations  to  Lines ville  Centennial  Plus  Two 


THE  GARDENS 


Rt.  6,  at  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  Line 

Linesville,  Pa. 


Penn  Line  —  Overnight  Stopping  Place  for  John  Brown,  Clarence  Darrow 


»  4  ^  4 
A  » 

M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
¥- 

M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 

M 

*  * 

n 

M 
M 
M 
M 
M 

H 

u 

M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
m 
M 
M 

M 

M 

M 
M 
M 

M 

«  * 

m 
m 
M 
M 
•S?' 


BEST  WISHES 
TO  LINESVILLE 


White’s  Store 


at  Surplus  Prices 


Still  Selling 


Shermansville,  Pa 
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Gilroy’s  Ashland  Service 

401  East  Erie  St.  Linesville,  Pa. 
DIAL  683-9109 

Wheel  Alignment  &  Balancing 
Wash,  Lubrication 
Tires,  Batteries  &  Accs. 
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“Blaine  Watson 
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Surplus 
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That’s  Us” 
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Since  1947 
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U.  S.  Rt.  322 
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Hartstown,  Pa. 
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PHONE  JAMESTOWN,  PA 
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(412)  YE-4-6998 
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JOHN  ZAHRADNIK — former  owner  of  the  Lines¬ 
ville  Beverage  Distributors,  and  his  wife,  Emma, 
lived  in  Linesville  for  the  past  16  years,  15  of 
which  he  served  the  public,  making  many  friends 
in  the  community,  Mr.  Zahradnik  passed  away 
in  April,  1966. 


RAY  PASH — the  new  owner  of  the  Linesville  Bev¬ 
erage  Distributors,  has  lived  near  Conneautville 
for  33  years,  with  time  out  to  serve  in  the  Sea- 
Bees  during  World  War  II.  He  and  his  wife, 
Lillian,  have  been  in  business  for  one  year  now, 
and  hope  to  continue  to  make  new  friends  in  area. 


WE  HAVE  MANY  FAVORITE  BRANDS  —  BEER  -  ALE  -  POP 
If  IPs  Thirst  You  Have  .  .  .  Come  See  Us 


LINESVILLE  BEVERAGE 


Phone  682-3421 


321  E.  Erie  Street 


DISTRIBUTORS 

(Rear)  Linesville,  Pa. 
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She  SlineBmlle 
Heralb 


Linesville’s 
Oldest  Industry 


FOUNDED 

1880 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 

NICHOLS 
5c  to  $1  Store 


Linesville,  Pa. 


COMPLIMENTS  OF 

ELVRY  DAVIS 


Linesville 


DECORATIVE  PAINTING 
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Jackson’s  Electric 

RCA  VICTOR  -  RCA  WHIRLPOOL 
ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTOR 

“Serving  Your 
Electrical  Needs  for 
50  Years” 


LINESVILLE,  PA. 
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I  SERVING  3  STATES 


Pennsylvania  —  Ohio  —  New  York 


JOE  ARENDASH 

Bulldozing  :  Soil  Conservation  Specialists 


Conneautville,  Pa. 
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LINNWOOD  RESTAURANT 

SPILLWAY  ROAD 
Linesville,  Pa. 


^^Your  Friendly  Restaurant  for  18  Years^* 


JUST 

GOOD  PLAIN 

COOKING 


Thresherraen’s  Dinner  Each  Thursday 
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Specials  Every  Day 


OPEN  11:30  TO  8  —  CLOSED  MONDAYS 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 
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Johnson’s 

A 

as 

Econ-o-wash 

as 

as 

as 

Erie  St.  Linesville,  Pa. 

as 

as 

as 
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PHILGAS 

BOTTLED  GAS 
SERVICE 
FOR 

STOVES  -  HEATERS  -  INDUSTRY 


SINCE  1875 


John  J.  Shryock  Co. 

Crawford  County’s  Largest 
And  Most  Complete 
Home  Furnishings 


Meadville,  Pa. 
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WE  FILL 
YOUR  BOTTLES 
8  lbs.  to  100  lbs. 


PALMER 

Call  682-3151 


FEED  CO. 

-  Linesville,  Pa. 
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Compliments  of 


Molded  Fiber  Glass  Tray  Co. 


Linesville,  Pa. 
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Mika’s 

Children 

Shop 

Linesville 


Congratulations  Linesville  1864-1966 
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USE 


COMPLIMENTS  OF 


R.  W.  TURNER 


MEN’S  WEAR 


Tailor 
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BEST 

FERTILIZER 
BULK  OR  BAGS 

and 

SELL  YOUR  BETTER 
GRAIN  HARVEST 

to 

Palmer  Feed  Go. 

Phone  682-3151  Linesville,  Pa. 
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Compliments  on  Your  Centennial  Anniversary 
From  a  Friendly  Jamestown  Neighbor 


Jamestown  Paint  &  Varnish  Co. 


Joe  Walton,  President 


Jamestown,  Pa. 
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Compliments  of 


CHARLES  C. 

(insurance  [^^encp 


REA 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 
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The  Nighthawk 
Tavern  &  Restaurant 


Harmonsburg 

Edward  and  Margaret  Corner 
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!5rir!5! 
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JUNE  and  JIM 


MERRY 
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Linesville  Is  Like  Good  Wine  —  It  Improves  with  Age 


CONGRATULATIONS 
On  the  First  100  Years 


Conneaut  Lake,  Pa. 
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1864 


1966 


TEL-O-POST  CO. 


LINESVILLE,  PA. 
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Happy  100  Plus  2 

To  Grant  Woodard 
and  Family 

Butch  and  Edie  Margaret  Cameron 
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Compliments  of  Your 


Linesville 

Golden  Dawn  Store 


Fancy  Groceries,  Vegetables 
Frozen  Foods  and  Meats 
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Frank  Moulthrop  Co. 

Building  Materials  -  Coal  and  Farm 
Supplies  -  Lumber  -  Lime 
Cement  -  Sewer  Pipe  -  Builders 
Hardware  -  Sash  -  Doers,  etc. 

B.  and  L.  E.  R.R.  Siding 

Phone  587-2483  -  Conneautville 
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Serving  Your  Table  Needs  Since 


1927 


Howard  and  Edna  Woodard 
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DRIFTWOOD 

Restaurant 

:  At  the  Light  : 
LINESVILLE 


15^1  r! 


Linesville  Ghick-n-Que 

Bar-B-Qued  Chicken  Caterer 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

to  the  Boro  of 

LINESVILLE 

on  its 

100th  ANNIVERSARY 


WE  ARE  PROUD  TO  BE  A  PART 
OF  THIS  FINE  COMMUNITY 


AND  TRUST  COMPANY 


Meadville,  Pa.  -  Saegertown,  Pa.  -  Linesville,  Pa.  -  Conneaut  Lake,  Pa. 
Member  Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Corporation 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


Dennis  Barbershop 

LINESVILLE,  PA. 


Brush  Brothers  Committee  Member 
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MOSS  BROTHERS  LUMBER  GO. 

CONNEAUT  LAKE,  PA. 

•  Architectural  Millwork  • 

•  Building  Materials  • 


OUR  68th  YEAR 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 

Lines ville  Post  7842 

Veterans  of  Foreign  War 
And  Ladies  Auxiliary 
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Christie  Oil  Company 

Pennzoil  Distributor 
(Formerly  Comer  Service  Station) 


Corner  Service  Station 

Pennzoil  Dealer 

Both  under  same  management 
Sam'e  location 

Same  courteous  service  for  40  years 


Phone  382-8116 


HARTSTOWN,  PA. 


Westford  927-2144 
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Read  Daily  By  Over  60,000  People 
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Mark  Twain  Manor 


‘house  of  fine  foods” 


JAMESTOWN,  PA. 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


Holmes  Florist 


LINESVILLE,  PA. 
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HYDE  GARAGE 

•  Glass  Cut  and  Installed 

•  Welding 

®  Brake  Drum  Service 

•  Front  End  Alignmenl 

•  Wheel  Balancing 

•  State  Inspection 

•  24-hour  Road,  Wrecker  Service 


Phone  382-5080 


LINESVILLE-CONNEAUT  LAKE 


ROAD 
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Pymatunmg  Sportsmen’s  Club,  Inc. 


LINESVILLE,  PA. 


Congratulations 
To  Linesville 
1864-1966 


YOUR/ mdependent 
Insurance  /  /ag  e  nt 

SERVES  YOU  FIRST 

f - ^ 


PAUL  R.  DeARMENT 


LINESVILLE,  PA. 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


Jerry’s  Corner  Bar 
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Allen  Tractor  Sales 

David  Brown  Tractors 
New  Holland  and  New  Idea 
Farm  Equipment 


Conneaut  Lake 


Ph.  382-3245 
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Over 
100  Years  of 
Pharmaceutical  Service 
In  the  Same  Building 

MADIGAN  PHARMACY 

LINESVILLE,  PA. 
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Congratulations  to  Linesville 
on  Your  102nd  Anniversary 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS 


Ralph  H.  Wagner 
W.  Earl  Austin 
Harold  B.  Turner 
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67  Years  of 


Telephone  Service 


May  1899  Linesville  Telegraph  and  Telephone  Co. 
May  1914  Western  Crawford  Telephone  Co. 

August  1924  Meadville  Telephone  Co. 


Congratulations  to  Linesville  on  the  occasion  of  its  Centennial  Plus  Two. 
We  consider  it  a  great  privilege  to  be  a  part  of  this  wonder!  ul  community. 


Meadville  Telephone  Company 
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COMPIJMENTS  OF 


Traveler’s  Inn,  Inc. 

Linesville,  Pa. 


Cocktail  Lounge 
A  Pleasant  Place  To  Stay 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


Stewart’s  Bowling  Lanes 


Conneaut  Lake,  Pa. 


>K*: 

M 
M 
M 
Ej^ 
M 
M 
Ej^ 
M 
M 
Et^ 
,M 

M 

Ej^ 

Et^ 

Et^ 

M 

Ej^ 

Et^ 

M 

Et^ 

Et^ 

Ej^ 

M 


COMPLIMENTS 
TO  LINESVILLE 


W.  E.  Decker 


Gasoline,  Kerosene,  Fuel  Oil, 
Motor  Oil,  Lubes 

507  WASHINGTON  ST. 
CONNEAUTVILLE 

Phone  587-3861 
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COMPLIMENTS  TO  LINESVILLE  AREA 


W.  L.  DUNN  CONSTRUCTION  CO. 


COCHRANTON 
PHONE  425-2525 


m 
Ej^ 
Ej^ 
Et^ 
M 
M 
Ej^ 
Ej^ 
Et^ 

M 


m 

Ej^ 

Et^ 

Et^ 

Et^ 

Et^ 

M 

Et^ 

Et^ 

Et^ 

Et^ 

Et^ 

M 


Transit  Mix  Concrete 
Sand  and  Gravel 
Bituminous  Material 
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Conneaut  Lake,  Pa.,  382-8202 


^“litclTeirs  IMotnc  for  ^rtarbrb  OII]tlL»retT 
State  Licensed 


Sophie  Mitchell,  Owner  -  Atlantic 


Sefert’s  Sports  Store 
And  Hardware 

“Not  the  Bigg*est  Store 
But  the  Biggest  Bargains’ 

HARTSTOWN,  PA. 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


Sonny  Bryer’s 
Mobile 
Feed  Service 


Grinding  -  Mixing  -  Blending 
On  the  Farm 


RD  3,  LINESVILLE,  PA. 


Dial  Linesville  683-2362 
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COMPLIMENTS  TO 
LINESVILLE  AREA 


W.  L  DUNN 


COCHRANTON  —  MEADVILLE 


International  Farm 
Machinery  and  Trucks 


PHONE  125-2525  —  335-4315 
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Phone  682-2925 

TOUR.REST 

Motel,  Cottages  and  Tourist  Home 

435i  W.  Erie  Street 
Linesville,  Pa. 

1  Block  off  Route  U.  S.  6 
Mrs.  R.  H.  Knierman 
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Compliments 

of 


PARK 
Golf  Course 


Rts.  18-618 
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HUFFMAN’S 

FARM  SERVICE 


Mobile  Milling 


Two  Radio  Equipped  trucks 

Complete  Line  of  Purina  Chows 
Plus  Field  Seeds  &  Fertilizer 


Linesville,  Pa.,  Phone  683-3278 
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BEST  WISHES  TO  THE  LINESVILLE  AREA 


Complete  Beauty  Care 


JUANITA’S  BEAUTY  SHOP 
334  E.  Erie  St.,  682-2365 

HELEN’S  BEAUTY  SHOP 
319  E.  Erie  St.,  683-3644 

JEAN’S  BEAUTY  SHOP 

Airport  Road,  683-3250 


DOROTHY’S  BEAUTY  SHOP 
South  Mercer,  682-2324 

HAZEL’S  BEAUTY  SHOP 
Erie  St.,  682-2493 

BETTY  SOWERS,  Hair  Dresser 
Conneaut  St.,  683-3605 
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WITH 

PRIDE 

IN  ’66 


RIDE  WITH 


AAA  members— over  9  million  of  them— are  proud 
they  belong  to  the  nation’s  foremost  auto  club.  And 
justifiably  proud  of  themselves  for  making  sure  their 
families  are  covered  by  AAA  protection  and  services. 
Such  as  24-hour  Emergency  Road  Service,  Personal 
Accident  Insurance,  Travel  Guidance  and  Counsel  .  . . 
and  a  host  of  others.  Join  these  proud  folks.  Join 
AAA  today. 


Application  for  Membership 

Crawford  County  Motor  Club 

Pennsylvania  Motor  Federation 
American  Automobile  Association 

830  Park  Ave.,  Meadville,  Pa. 

Branch  Office  125  W.  Central  Ave.,  Titusville,  Pa. 


Date. . 


.19. 


I  hereby  make  application  for  membership  in  the  Crawford  County  Motor 
Club  a-nd  affiliated  organizations,  agree  to  abide  by  the  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws  thereof.  After  first  year,  dues  are  $10.00,  payable  annually  in  advance. 


Please  Print  Name . . 

Address  .  . 

Car  Make  and  Model .  Year.  .  . 

Beneficiary.  .  .  Relationship . 

Address  .  . 

Attach  Check  for  $12.00  to  cover  first  year’s  dues 


Presented  by. 
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Compliments  of 

HENRY’S 
Disposal  Service 
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OTT’S 


Radio  -  TV 

Television  is  our  Business 
Color  our  Specialty 


Park  Ave.  Plaza 


Meadville 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 

L.  A.  Glessman 

Inc. 

Farmers  Supply  Store 

CONNEAUTVILLE,  PENNA. 
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COMPLIMENTS  TO 
LINESVILLE,  PA. 

ON  ITS  ANNIVERSARY 


1864-1966 


THE  FARMERS  NATIONAL  BANK 


OF  CONNEAUTVILLE,  PA. 
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MEADVILLE,  BALDWIN  ST.  EXT. 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 

S.  R. 

DeHART 

MASON 

CONTRACTOR 


BOX  452 


LINESVILLE,  PA. 


PHONE  683-2693 
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Protane  Gas  Service 


Use  Protane  Bottled  Gas  for  Carefree 
Cooking  —  Water  Heating  —  Clothes 
Drying  —  Home  Heating.  “For  Homes 
Beyond  the  Gas  Mains.” 

AUTOMATIC  GAS  APPLIANCES 
SEE  OUR  MODERN 


Rts.  18-322 
CONNEAUT  LAKE 
Phone  382-5835 


.♦*1 
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BLACK’S 

FURNITURE  &  APPLIANCES 


PHONE  382-2500 


ON  RT.  6  BETWEEN  CONNEAUT  LAKE  AND  LINESVILLE 


OUT  OF  THE  HIGH  RENT  DISTRICT 
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Consratulations 


LINESVILLE 


We  Celebrated  Our  100th  Year 
Of  Publication  Last  Year  and 
Reached  Our  Centennial  Plus 
One  on  June  14,  1966. 


The  Titusville  Herald 

ESTABLISHED  JUNE  14,  1865,  TITUSVILLE,  PA. 

Published  in  the  Birthplace  of  the  Oil  Industry 
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WELL 

DRILLING 


Gonneautville 
Garage,  Inc. 


Wells  -  Puiii])s  -  Water 
Conditioners 


Serving  the  Conneaut  Valley  Area 
since  1923 


GUARANTEED  WELLS 
“No  Water  -  No  Pay” 
MODERN  EQUIPMENT 
WELLS  DRILLED  FOR  HOMES 
FARMS  -  INDUSTRIAL 

Ther\e  Is  No  Substitute  For 
Experience 

Insured  For  Your  Protection 

AREA  CODE  814 

MEADVILLE  337-5415 


Street,  Gonneautville,  Pa 


806  Main 


Phone  587-2345 


CHEVROLET 
SALES  &  SERVICE 


PERRY  HWY 


MEADVILLE,  PA, 


* 


%ic 


MEAD\  ILLK  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


MEADVILLE 


CLIEF  BOWxMAN,  OWER  i  .>oo- « on.. 
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PHONE  .3.35-759.1 


PENNSYLVANIA  ELECTRIC  COMPANY 


'O^umd  to-  <ienAoe- 

The  Historic 
Borough  of  Linesville 


^  Northwestern  Pennsylvania’s 
outstanding  recreation  center 


A  Borough  where  citizen 

action  has  created  fine  community  facilities 


A  community  rich  in  past  tradition 

proud  of  its  present  — 

working  toward  sound  growth  for  its  futu 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


STAN  WOJSIAT 
AUTO  SALES 


For  the  Finest  in 
New  and  Used  Cars 

CASE  LAWN  and  GARDEN 
TRACTORS 

Conneaut  Lake  Phone  382-5591 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 

Henry’s 

Snack 

Bar 


1  Mi  South  of  Linesville  Spillway 
Linesville-Hartstown  Road 
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HAVE  FUN  AT 
THE  CENTENNIAL 


And  Pick  Up  a 
COTTAGE,  LOT  or  HOME 
WHILE  YOU’RE  HERE 


from 


Ed  E.  (Ted)  Wilson 
REALTOR 
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Stevens  Gulf  Service 

TIRES  —  BATTERIES 
AND 

ACCESSORIES 

Live  Bait  and 
Tackle 

PHONE  683-2646 


While  this  edition  was  being  print¬ 
ed,  Mr.  Morris  Stevens  died.  This 
advertisement,  which  he,  himself, 
contracted  for,  is  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  a  kind,  pleasant  man 
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Congratulations  to  Linesville  Centennial 


FROM 


Plus  Two 
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LAWN  AND  GARDEN  SUPPLIES 


FEED,  FERTILIZER,  SEEDS 
FARM  SUPPLIES 
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PHONE  682-3401 


LINESVILLE,  PA. 
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FREEAUF’S 


Pharmacy,  Inc. 


Water  Street  Conneaut  Lake,  Pa. 


Phone  382-2475 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 

Bill  Hall 
Chevrolet,  Inc. 


Andover,  Ohio 


293-4801 
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JUST  FOR  FUN,  TRY 

Shaffer’s 

Chicken  •  Steaks  •  Sea  Food 
•..Cocktail  Bar  • 

Conneaut  Lake  Road  Open  at  4:00  p.m. 
RD  4,  Meadville,  Pa.  Phone  335-3301 

DINNERS  SERVED  ’TILL  MIDNIGHT 
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Rose’s  General  Store 

RD  1,  Pierpont,  Ohio 

OHIO  &  PENN  STATE  LINE 
ON  U.S.  ROUTE  6 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 
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Pennsylvania 
Refining  Co. 


PENN  DRAKE  FUEL  OIL  and 
GAS  DELIVERY  SERVICE 


Phone  Linesville  682-2671 
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TRADE  MARK 


MILK  and  ICE  CREAM 
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Best  Wishes  to  Linesville  i 

ON  ITS 

100  Plus  2  Birthday 


Golden  Dawn  Dealers  of  the  Area 


Howard  Woodard’s  Golden  Dawn 
Linesville  Super  Market 
Samuels,  Conneautville 


Delfonso’s,  Harmonsburg 
Conneaut  Lake  Golden  Dawn 
Jamestown  Golden  Dawn 


FINE  FOODS  FROM  ALL  OVER  THE  WORLD 


KING  KORN  SAYS 


Congratulations  to  Linesville  on  Its 

100  PLUS  2  BIRTHDAY 


All  the  folks  associated  with  King  Korn  Stamps  join  together  in  wishing 
a  continued  growth  and  prosperity  and  may  your  celebration  be  a  success¬ 
ful  one. 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 

Linesville 

Food  Products,  Inc. 

QUICK  FROZEN  FOODS 
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BEAN  MILLING 

Mfg.  Buddy’s  Dog  Food 


Route  4,  Meadville,  Pa. 


Ph.  336-3220 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


T'VVf'.'tAVf’B-A' 


Linesville,  Pa. 
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WORKING  for  a  BEHER,  MORE  MODERN  IINESVIUE 


COLLINS  CUT-RATE 


NEWSSTAND  —  FOUNTAIN 


PATENT  MEDICINE— SUNDRIES 


Phone  682-3121 
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General  Contracting 


ROBERT  COLLINS 


RESIDENTIAL  —  COMMERCIAL 


COTTAGES 


146  N.  Church  St.,  Linesville 


Phone  683-2275 


1^4  41»^4  4>^4  4N 

!5!44!^4 


►^44% 
^4  pT< 
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Congratulations  to  Linesville 
On  Its  100th  Anniversary 


Northwestern  Rural  'Electric  Cooperative  has  been  privileged  to  supply 
low-cost  electricity  to  much  of  the  rural  area  surrounding  Linesville  for 
the  past  quarter  century.  We  anticipate  much  growth  and  development 
in  the  Linesville  area  in  the  future  and  commit  ourselves  to  supplying  all 
of  the  low-cost  electricity  needed  to  assist  in  the  development  in  our  areas 
of  service. 


NORTHWESTERN  RURAL  ELECTRIC  CO-OP 


CAMBRIDGE  SPRINGS,  PA. 
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Gerry’s  Shop 

Misses,  Juniors  and 
Ladies  Apparel 

‘Out  of  the  way,  less  to  pay” 


509  W.  Erie  St. 


Linesville,  Pa. 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


Bollard’s  Dairy  Isle 


Rt.  98  and  Harmonsburg  Rd. 
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ARLINGTON 

HOTEL 

Corner  Pymatuning 
Erie  Streets 

PLEASANT  ROOMS 
PLEASANT  DINING 
COCKTAIL  LOUNGE 

When  in  Linesville  Stop  with  Us 


PHONE  682-2785 
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Veterans 

JOIN  THE 

American 

Legion 

Linesville,  Pa. 


SAMUEL  WRIGHT  POST  NO.  462 
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Grant  Woodard’s  Market 
S  &  H  Green  Stamps 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 

William  F.  Moats 

Auto  Service 


15!^^ 


^ir 


COMPLIMENTS  OF 
Linesville  Dry  Gleaners 

120  S.  Pymatuning  St. 
Phone  682-3265 


BUD  MILLER 

FORD  SALES 

CONNEAUT  LAKE,  PA. 
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GOODENOW-HERSCHER.  INC. 


AMERICAN  HARDWARE  DEALER 


Electrical  &  Plumhiiig  Supplies  —  Paints  —  Housewares 
Farm  Supplies  —  Hunting  &  Fishing  Ecpiijiment 


Phone  682-3181 


Linesville,  Penna. 
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Compliments  of 

Linesville  Super  Market 

QUALTY  MEATS  AND 
GROCERIES 


Phone  682-3451  Linesville,  Pa. 


COMPLIMENTS  OF 


(Bunda^  J  %Vater 
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ontpany^ 
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Bill’s 
Barbershop 


Pure  Spring  and  \Veli  Water 
for  a  Thriving  Community 


‘Bill’ 


Linesville 


Armstrong,  Chairman  Brush 
Brothers  Committee 


LINESVILLE,  PA. 


>r!5!ir!5! 


:<»>!<  »! 
!i  r!5!i  rr^Ti  i. 


!5!ir!5! 


Phone  682-2051 


Linesville,  Pa. 


MORRISON'S  SURPLUS 

Hand  and  Shop  Tools 
Contractor's  Items 


Government  Surplus  Items 


James  C.  Morrison 
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Best  Wishes 
Linesville  100  Plus  2 

HARMONSBUBG 
VILLAGE  INN 

Harmonsburg  Road  and  Rt.  18 
John  Parish,  Proprietor 
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Warren  Brothers 


General  Hauling  and  Trucking 


Coal 


-  Lime  - 
Fertilizer 


Cement  Blocks 
Spreading 


Phone  Linesville  683-3186 


Joe  Warren 


Merrick  Warren 


A  Good  Mark 
Is  a  Lasting  One 

Thurman  M.  Houghton 

FUNERAL  HOME 

Telephone  682-2151 
Area  Code  814 

Linesville,  Pa. 


BEST  WISHES 
To  Linesville 


REX  CARPENTER  PACKING  COMPANY 
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Townville,  Pa. 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 

LINESVILLE 
Frosted  Turkeys  Inc. 

COMPLETE  FROZEN  FOOD 
SERVICE 

Linesville,  Pa. 

*1^1^  K^14  »!♦!*  >1414  >I4"4  >14^4  >^4  >^4  >^^4  >'■♦*4 

'!5!«  »!?!«  »!?!i  »r?i  r!^«  ,5^, 

COMPLIMENTS  OF 
Charlotte  and  Geo.  Oliver’s 

American  Service  Station 

Linesville,  Pa. 

Phone  682-2371 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 


Hill’s 

Machine  Shop 

MAPLE  LODGE  FARM 


Morgan  H.  Hill 


Uniflow  Pumps 


Phone  683-2325 
LINESVILLE 
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Congratulations 


To  The  Area 
And  It’s 


LINESVILLE  CENTENNIAL  PLUS  TWO,  INC. 
OBSERVANCE  JULY  21-24 


United  Natural  Gas  Company 
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BEST  WISHES  TO  LINESVILLE 


Jerry  Bossard 
Ph.  683-9102 


John  Kuzma 
Espyville,  Pa. 


Ideal  Lot  Plan 

Lots  Sale 

All  Different  Sizes 
Restricted  Roads 

Hardtop  or  Well  Graveled  Location 
Near  Causeway 

Agent  on  Hand  at  All  Times 

14  K^Z4  k^z4%i^z4  k^z^ 

U  r!5!i  r!5!i  r!5!t  r!5!^  r!5!i  rl 

CONGRATULATIONS  TO 


Linesville  Centennial 


Joseph  L.  Bryer 
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BEST  WISHES  TO  LINESVILLE 

GONNEAUTVILLE 

LIVESTOCK 

Eugene  Weiss,  Proprietor 

Fresh  and  Springer  Cows 
Beef  Put  Up 

Every  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 

CALL  CONNEAUTVILLE  587-5181 
or  Any  Evening 
ERIE  454-1468 
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Congratulations 
To  Linesville 
1864-1966 


BLAZON  INCORPORATED 


Linesville  Division 
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Phone  683-3176 


Russell’s  Cottages  &  Motel 

One  Mile  West  Linesville  on  U.S.  6 


Mrs.  Hazel  Russell  Private  Bath 


■4 ^>14  >>:4  »>:4  4>;4  ^^4  %X4  %^4  4^4  ^Z^Z4  4>"4  ^X.4  K^' 
4  pyi4  r!5!4  >!5!i  r!5!i  r!^!^  9^4  4!5!i  r!5!i  >!5!4  rI5u4 


BEST  WISHES 
TO  LINESVILLE 


Ashland  Oil  Products 

ESPYVILLE,  PA. 


Don  Shellito 
Distributor 
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WESTFORD 
MILLING  CO. 

Custom  Grinding  and  Mixing  - 
Feed  Coal,  Fertilizer,  Lime 
Spreading  Service,  Farm  and 
Building  Supplies 

Jamestown,  Pa.  YE  43901 

Westford  927-2221 
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Best  Wishes  to 
Linesville 


its  citizens  —  its  agriculture 
its  merchants  —  its  industry 
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NORTHWEST  PENNSYLVANIA 

BANK  B  TRUST  CO. 

Member  FDIC 
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— Excellent  Dining 
— Fountain  Service 
— Dairy  Poods 
— Lunches 


David  Mead 


LINESVILLE 
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BEST  WISHES 

Silver  Shores  Rest-Tavern 

Fine  Foods  —  Legal  Beverages 

OPEN  ALL  YEAR 

See  Conneaut  Lake  from  Picture 
Windows 

CONNEAUT  LAKE,  PA. 
James  Eazor,  Owner 
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‘A  Community  Hotel” 


Good  Food,  Drink 
and  Lodging 
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ADVILLE,  PENNSYLVANIA 
455  Chestnut  Street  Phone  337-1201 
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^  WELL  DRILLING  BY  MOODY’S 


••"Minimize  dangerous  surface  pollution  with  Moody’s  new  pressure  grout¬ 
ing  system.  This  method  highly  recommended  by  Pennsylvania  De¬ 
partment  of  Health. 

*We  can  now  locate  higher  producing  wells  through  the  use  of  aerial 
photography. 

*74  Years  experience 

*  Guaranteed  work. 

*5  years  financing 

*Rotary  and  cable  tool  equipment  available 


AREA  CODE  814  —  PHONE  330-1128 


Moody  Drilling  Company,  Inc. 

CONNEAUT  LAKE  ROAD  MEADVILLE,  PA. 
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eHART 

RIVE-IN 


“End  of  the  Road” 
Linesville 


INSIDE  DINING 


CARRY  OUT  SERVICE 


Phone  Linesville 


682-2381 
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ELECTRIC 
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•  Electric  Wiring  Service 

•  For  Cottage, 

M 

•  Home, 

M 

•  Business 

•  Electric  Heat 
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•  And  Insulation 
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Phone  Linesville  682-3329 
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Located  on 
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Linesville-Hartstown  Road 
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Best  Wishes 

Linesville  Centennial  Plus  Two 

1864-1966 

OHIO  RUBBER  COMPANY 

Division  Eagle-Picher  Company 
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COMPLIMENTS  OF 
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A  &  H 

PLUMBING  and  HEATING 


DURICO 

Paper  Company 

^Okolesale  Pa^e'i 


LINESVILLE,  PA.  16424 


400  FRENCH  STREET 


ERIE,  PENNSYLVANIA 
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REST  WISHES  TO  OUR 
LINESVILLE  FRIENDS 


ROBERT  GRAHAM  &  SONS 

INC. 


CONNEAUTVILLE,  PA. 
PHONE  587-3:}.").') 
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SPONSORS 


Marian  Crorn 


Continental  Aluminum 
A  Bronze  Foundry  Co. 

Gaynell’s  Beauty  Shoppe 
JAMESTOWN,  PA. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Irrgang 
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Koehler  Ford  Sales 

CONNEAUTVILLE,  PA. 
PHONE  587-2275 
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COMPLETE  INSURANCE 
PROTECTION 

Casualty  -  Fire  -  Life  -  Health 

PENNSYLVANIA  NATIONAL 
INSURANCE  GROUP 

1900  Derry  St.,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

PAUL  R.  DeARMENT,  Agent 
Linesville,  Pa. 
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BEST  WISHES 
FROM 


FOR  A  BETTER  DEAL 


SEE  YOUR  FORD 


DEALER  IN 


CONNEAUTVILLE 


m 

M 


SUGARDALE  PROVISION  COMPANVy^i 
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CANTON,  OHIO  fi 
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In  Memory  of  Ira  Dwight  Everett 

JAN.  15,  1868-OCT.  20,  1923  —  MEMBER  SILVERTONE  BAND 


-^INSTRUMENTS.^ 
MASTER  O 


VOICE. 


PIANO. 


INDICATOR-BIAL . 

OF  *r-  . 

MU5JC 'TRANSPOSING 


kyizy 


-TreUe- 


rag 

>  IMilll 

\  COMBINATION 
mSTERr  INDICATOR 

YreUe^-sAfo  °-*Tet\oryrrelU  -JL*  Bass 


K^Y, 


->  INSTRUMENTS  .*e- 

-O  MASTER 


INDlCATOR-SECTlONAL-aUlDES. 
NAMES  -  MQTATION-PlTCiLAillCL^., 


-TreiLe- 

OTATION 


i  i 


cun  net 

hdrrr;  IM-D 
Titlcc. 

Frpn(V'-Hotn, 


notation 

aridolin 

OuirarlR!^!^’' 
trandoU. 

0 crave')  IN  ^ 

CelLo  Bnta^ola 
Ba.ssJ 

jghto.ReCAUlr. 
Picc*io.->^ 
"Isnor.  Wiffli 
Uwfrrinti  . 


NOTATION 

VfoLlN/ziTHeR 

?tat\o/Ot&a.N 

Ha.rP.fipe.oRSKV 

FLUTelCohceRriHfr 

ncfoLolRyiovHoire 

VIOL  a 

0lrOe-HAUTl’t>i5 

C<7/7^aTft6et^fl 

c-  Corner. 
f -aAAJNET. 


:W^  )n€  ^  , 

MA'tii’C  Tula. 


D’^CLeMfr- 

NOTATION 

I)ouUe-BA«yi£t' 

VioLot\'Cell.o. 
BciSSooh.rAijgtto 
tpntra  Bastpon 

OPRicLeiTT 
Bt-Baritofia. 
Bb-TroftiVohe . 

Bb^SASS. 
RRfa'PaffBplnltfaoll 

c-Hoimm 
Etr~SASS 
EEt.BAJS. 

TpBA 


^^CleS-0'^ 
CITATION 


-Tmte  - 


rTreT^e  -  ^  ■ 


BaSS.CUntiit-Pli 

’  ~  *  **  -T^gtnV 
CorrMi  BaSielVo 


-  SaSS  - 

OiCleS-r. 

'iaSS-  "QiLiK” 

Horn.-  |(u.T\ 
^Tram^gr.Uli/-. 

—  Ba<S^— 

y.CLe5-F.  ^ 

JariTONc . 

Troinl-oBe. 
Tenor.  a 
Bas5.  IN'A 
TFum^eT. 


NOTATION 

'Bb.  Corner. 

Bi'-Trumpet  • 
Bfc-Fiu&eL-Horn 
Bb  ciovRinet. 
Bb-OCtorine- 
So^rfluoSft^coVKohe 
W-SguopWof 

B<\ssYTQr»iiet'oi, 
it-Baritone. 
Bb-Tromlone  • 
Bb'Tenor. 
Bb-ALTo.  Ifl-Bb. 
Bh-Horn 
Bb  -daSS.. 


A-corneT, 

A-  £lw.ineT. 
A-Trutn^eT. 
A-Barirone. 
A-TPoinUne. 
A-Tenor.-  a 
A -Horn.  )N  /\ 

A-BftSS. - 

Oboe.-  D’flyT'ore 
FlicTe.  D'amour 
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ef.  HoRl^PaSf-  IliiA  InF' 


. _..THE  V^NfeoTATlON  ISTHI J 


VIOLA. (K  N 
^'*ME(l.f.).AS  FOR  fNSTRUMENTr7m-F  PIT£H.THf 
SICMATORE-*fCflviNfe-cNE  FIAT  MORE 
^  OR  ONE  JHAAP^tESS. 
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“HE  KEPT  US  IN  TUNE”  —  The  above  diagram  was  creation  of  Ira  D.  Everett, 
cornetist,  in  The  Silvertone  Band  and  Walter  Mains  Circus,  for  tuning  and  arrang¬ 
ing  instrumental  and  vocal  combinations.  Arranger  and  writer  of  music.  Ira  Everett 
never  had  his  plan  copywritten. 
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